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‘Iran still helps Iraq oil smuggling’ 

ABOARD THE US S LINCOLN fj?j Desnif . . 

tuti-Western government in Tehran. mosi'Sr .h CS -« 
smuggled out of Iraq by sea in defi^ce of u N ^ 
3sons continues to elude seizure by ..oino Vhr^ 
rfruuan waters, U.S. monitors say, a sonhi^,^ 
■ WildnadoDal flotilla pairols the Golf, ch^ ng ^ 
«sscl that goes into or out of Iraqi pom to ,"® ,w?i 
,s not carrying goods banned under U.N. regubtJon 
At the nerve centre of the operation, currently 
U.S aircraft earner USS Abraham Lineuln l™,^ 
wnh state of the art co mpulC r teehnoloev ^ t 
movements of al! ships m the region. Bui thev 
only grind dicir teeth as primitive boats laden wS 
contraband Iraqi oil products slip i nlo , hc vrle.v of 
Iranian waters. Iran does not allow the muldnaifonj 

force to operate in its territory. ^ 
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Morocco king wants rights 
record cleared up soon 

RABAT tRl — King Hassan said on Friday he had 
issued directives to dear up Morocco's human rights 
record within six months. "We have given royal direc- 
tives for all the concerned parties to move so that we 
clear up this issue... because it serves neither our pre- 
sent nor our future," the monarch said in a speech 
opening parliament’s autumn session. He added that 
the human rights file must be closed within a period 
not exceeding six months. Government officials had 
said on Oct. f they expected the king to pardon "with- 
in 24 hours" at least 24 of Morocco’s 53 political pris- 
oners. But diplomats said the royal amnesty was 
delayed because of differences within the multi-party 
Consultative Council for Human Rights (CCDH). 
which met in Rabat rwo weeks aso. 
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Regent calls Mubarak 

Mediation efforts continue to 
contain Syrian-Turkish crisis 

Syria says it will take 


Agencies 

hrh crown prince hassan. 

the Regem, has welcomed the efforts 
of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to mediate in the crisis 
between Syria and Turkey, the Jor- 
danian news agency, Petra, reported 
Friday. 

Petra said Crown Prince Hassan 
bad discussed regional questions, 
including the Syria-Turkey crisis, 
during a telephone conversation 
with Mubarak on Thursday evening. 
The Crown Prince "expressed his 
gratitude for the efforts of President 
Mubarak to bring about an end to the 
tension between Turkey and Syria 
through peaceful means and dia- 
logue." 

Mubarak has been shuttling 
between Damascus and Ankara in a 
bid to resolve the crisis over Turkish 
allegations of Syrian support for 
Kuidish rebels in Turkey. 

Iran has also been engaged in 
mediation (see page 12). and the 
Arabic newspaper AJ Hayat reported 
Friday that Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz would 
also launch his own mediation mis- 
sion in the next few days. 

Meanwhile Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk AJ Sharaa is to visit Cairo 
soon for an "exchange of views" on 
his country's crisis with Turkey and 
efforts to avert a military confronta- 
fon, Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said Friday. 

His remarks came as Iran tried to 
defuse the crisis between Syria and 
Turkey. 

President Mubarak shuttled 
between Damascus and Ankara this 
week in a bid to prevent a war of 
words between the two neighbours 
from spilling over into a military 


confroniaiiun. 

"Diplomatic efforts to contain the 
crisis are increasing and Mr. Sharaa 
is expected here in the next few days 
for an exchange of views," Musa 
told reporters in Cairo. He did not 
elaborate. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi telephoned Musa on Thurs- 
day to discuss the crisis after talks in 
Damascus with Syrian President 
Hafez Assad and before travelling to 
Ankara, Egyptian foreign ministry 
sources said! 

Turkey 1 has threatened to cany out 
a military attack against Syria over 
its alleged support for Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) rebels in South- 
east Turkey. Syria denies backing 
the rebels. 

During a brief visit Thursday to 
Cairo for talks with Musa, U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of Slate Martin 
Indyk urged Syria to take "serious- 
ly" its crisis with Turkey and said 
Ankara should also "cool it." 

“We have some very real problems 
that need to be addressed on an 
urgent basis in terms of the PKK and 
that is che immediate issue.” Indyk 
said. 

Syria urged the United States on 
Thursday to take a clear stand on 
what it called "provocative" Turkish 
statements against Damascus over 
its alleged support for Kurdish 
rebels, officials said. 

Sharaa made the request when 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indyk telephoned him from 
Cairo. 

"Sharaa asked the United States to 
adopt a clear and balanced stand on 
the provocative Turkish statements," 
one official said. 

He said that Sharaa also urged 
Washington to back Syria's call for a 


action against PKK 

ANKARA (AFP) — Damascus has given a verbal pledge to take action 
against Kurdish rebels based in Syria, during diplomatic exchanges, the 
Turkish Anatolia news agency repotted Friday. 

According to the official news agency, Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi, in Ankara to defuse a tense stand-off between Turkey and Syria, 
passed on the verbal promise from Syrian President Hafez Assad. 

Zn his message, the Syrian president admitted to the "presence of ele- 
ments of the [Kurdish Labour Party, the PKK] on Syrian soil" and that 
Damascus “will take measures againsr the PKK," Anatolia reported, cit- 
ing diplomatic sources. 


diplomatic dialogue to ease the ten- 
sion and solve the outstanding issues 
between the two neighbours. 

Turkey has threatened military 
action against Syria unless Damas- 
cus immediately ends support for 
Kurdish separatist rebels fighting in 
the mountains of southeast Turkey. 
Syria denies helping the rebels. 

The two countries arc also at odds 
over territory, water sharing and an 
informal military alliance between 
Turkey and Israel. 

Iraq denies PKK links 

In Baghdad, meanwhile, Iraq has 
rejected Turkish claims that it had 
links with Turkey's secessionist 
Kurds. 

Iraqi newspapers quoted the for- 
eign ministry spokesman denying a 
statement by the Turkish ambas- 
sador in Amman on Oct. 4 that there 
were contacts between Iraq and the 
PKK. "Iraq is astonished to see the 
Turkish ambassador in Amman, who 
is an official representative of his 
government, release a statement that 


includes baseless and untrue allega- 
tions,’' the spokesman said. 

“Turkey knows very well the PKK 
had no presence or influence in the 
north of Iraq before 1991... The 
presence of some elements of the 
said party here and there was due to 
the odd status created by the Ameri- 
cans. the British and the Turks them- 
selves.” 

Iraq's foreign ministry on Sunday 
condemned what it said was a fresh 
incursion into northern Iraq by 
1 0,000 Turkish troops chasing rebels 
of the PKK, which is fighting for 
self-mle in southeast Turkey. 

A foreign ministry statement 
demanded that Turkey withdraw its 
troops from northern Iraq immedi- 
ately. 

Baghdad has had no direct control 
over northern Iraq since the 1991 
Gulf war. Turkey has regularly 
mounted cross-border offensives in 
pursuit of PKK guerrillas who use 
the territory to launch raids into 
southeast Turkey as pan of their 
campaign for Kurdish self-rule. 


Israeli soldier killed, riots flare ahead of Mideast summit 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
female Israeli soldier was 
stabbed to death on the West 
Bank and new rioting erupt- 
ed in Hebron Friday as vio- 
lence flared ahead of an 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
summit near Washington. 

A Palestinian stabbed the 
2l>-year-old soldier repear- 
edly with a curved dagger as 
she waited at a bus stop out- 
side the Jewish settlement of 
Tomer in the Jordan Valley, 
military sources said. 

The assailant, a 34-year- 
old man who worked in the 
area, was shot in the legs 
and captured by other sol- 
diers as he tried to flee the 
scene. The motive for the 
stabbing was not immedi- 
ately known. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
charged that the attacker 
came from a zone under 
Pales Linian control and said 
the killing “proves how 
much Israel is right to insist 
that the Palestinians honour 
their commitments to eradi- 


cate terrorism." 

"This murder will give us 
even stronger arguments 
during the summit,'' he told 
Israel Radio, referring to 
talks due to begin Thursday 
outside Washington with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

Israeli forces have been on 
alert for possible attacks 
against Israeli soldiers and 
civilians by the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), an activist Pales- 
tinian group bent on torpe- 
doing peace negotiations 
between Israel and Arafat's 
secular Palestinian National 
Authority. 

Hamas has vowed to 
avenge the killing last 
month by Israeli troops of 
two of its top leaders in the 
West Bank, 

Rioting also erupted for a 
second day running Friday 
in the divided West Bank 
city of Hebron, where a man 
was killed Thursday by 
Israeli gunfire. 

Hundreds of Palestinian 


youths threw stones at 
troops guarding the Jewish 
settler enclave in central 
Hebron ahead of the funeral 
for Amjad Jamal A1 Natshe, 
2 1 , a resident of Jordan who 
was killed by a rubber-coat- 
ed metal bullet to the head. 

Soldiers fired more of the 
rubber-coated metal bullets 
Friday, slightly wounding 
one protester. 

Around 2,000 people 
attended the funeral for Nat- 
she, chanting slogans and 
carrying banners denounc- 
ing the presence of Jewish 
setters in the West Bank. 
"No peace with settlers,” 
read one banner. 

The mourners included 
three hooded activists carry- 
ing the Kalashnikov assault 
rifles issued to Palestinian 
security forces. 

The rioting erupted during 
a general strike called by 
Arafat's Fateh movement to 
protest a curfew imposed by 
Israel on nearly 30,000 
Arabs living in the Israeli- 
controlled sector of Hebron 


10 days earlier. 

The curfew' was ordered 
after a Palestinian threw 
grenades at an army jeep in 
the city, wounding 13 Israeli 
soldiers and 1 1 Palestinians. 

Following Natshe’s death, 
Fateh issued another state- 
ment calling for a new "con- 
frontation [against] the 
occupation" of the city cen- 
tre by around 400 radical 
Jewish settlers. 

Amid the violence, prepa- 
rations continued for the 
marathon summit being 
sponsored by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in hopes of 
breaking the 19-monih 
deadlock in Israel i-Palestin- 
ian peacemaking. 

Washington "hopes the 
meeting will seal a new 
interim peace accord cen- 
tred on phased further 
Israeli withdrawals from the 
West Bank and tougher 
Palestinian action to halt 
attacks on Israelis by 
activists. 

U.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross and Martin Indyk, the, 


assistant secretary of state 
for the region, met with 
Palestinian officials in Gaza 
City Friday to try to clear up 
some issues ahead of the 
summit. 

The U.S. officials were 
due to return to Washington 
later in the day. 

If successful, the Wash- 
ington talks will open the 
way ro negotiations on a 
final peace settlement for 
the occupied Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 

Netanyahu met Friday 
with members of his so- 
called inner security cabinet 
to discuss maps for the fur- 
ther West Bank pullbacks, 
officials said. 

After a year of resistance, 
Israel has agreed to a U.S. 
formula to transfer an addi- 
tional 13 per cent of the 
West Bank to partial Pales- 
tinian rale on condition that 
three per cent of the land be 
declared a “nature reserve" 
where Israel will temporari- 
ly retain full security con- 
trol. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, accompanied by Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Foreign Minister Abdul Hah Khatib, discuss the outcome of the visit 
of U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright to the region with U.S. Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Middle East .Affairs Martin Indyk i photo by Boehosi 

Regent, Indyk review outcome 
of Albright’s visit to the region 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, on Friday stressed 
the need to achieve a break- 
through in the peace talks 
so that the rights of all par- 
ties can be secured. 

During a meeting with 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Middle East 
Affairs Martin Indyk. to 
review the outcome of U.S. 
Secretary of Stare 
Madeleine Albright’s visit 


to the region, the Regent 
emphasised that peace in 
the region must be compre- 
hensive, just and lasting. 

Indyk briefed the Crown 
Prince on the progress 
being achieved on the sec- 
ond redeployment of Israeli 
troops from the West Bank 
and on Albright's talks in 
Gaza and Tel Aviv aimed at 
removing obstacles to the 
peace process. 

The U.S. envoy also 


briefed the Regent on 
preparations to hold a sum- 
mit in Washington on Octo- 
ber 15 between President 
Bill Clinton, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Friday's meeting was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh. Foreign 
Minister Abdul llah Khatib 
and U. S. Ambassador to 
Jordan William Bums. 


Aziz says he wants to 
keep talking with U.N. 


PARIS (AP) — On his way 
back to Baghdad Friday after 
10 days of U.N. talks, Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz said Iraq wants to pur- 
sue its dialogue with the 
United Nations to resolve the 
weapons inspection crisis. 

In a meeting with French 
Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine, Aziz reported on his 
talks with U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, during 
which the two sides failed to 
reach an agreement on 
resuming spot searches of 
suspected weapons sites in 
Iraq. 

Aziz "reaffirmed the Iraqi 
desire to pursue a dialogue 
with the secretary general 
with the aim of beginning as 
quickly as possible” a Securi- 
ty Council review of Iraq's 
efforts to disarm itself, said 
Anne Gazeau-Secret, the for- 
eign ministry spokeswoman. 

That review would come in 
exchange for Iraq's resuming 
cooperation with weapons 
inspectors. 

The review "cannot take 
place without Iraq's 
annulling its Aug. 5 decision" 
to stop cooperating with the 
inspections, Gazeau-Secret 
said, reiterating the French 
position. “It is an indis- 
putable condition for any 
progress." 

Iraq said Aug. 5 if was end- 
ing cooperation with the 


UN. weapons teams because 
their chief, Richard Butler, 
refused to certify' that Iraq 
had destroyed its banned 
weapons. The move ended 
spot inspections of suspected 
weapons sites. 

In their meeting Friday, 
Vedrine told Aziz of France’s 
request, made Thursday to 
the U.N. commission investi- 
gating Iraq's weapons, for a 
meeting to determine 
whether nerve gas has been 
found on Iraqi warheads. 

A French official on Thurs- 
day angrily denied a pub- 
lished report that experts at a 
French lab detected traces of 
the nerve gas VX on Iraqi 
warheads — and that France 
withheld the findings, not 
wanting to undermine Bagh- 
dad’s attempts to get UN. 
sanctions lifted. 

France called for the U.N. 
meeting to clarify the situa- 
tion. 

The UN. Special Commis- 
sion had already been plan- 
ning a meeting of weapons 
experts Ocl 22-23 to discuss 
the French results and a sim- 
ilar group of tests from an 
American lab. Inspectors 
may move up the date. 

TTje French official, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymi- 
ty, said the French tests found 
no nerve gas, and that such a 
meeting would show that. 


Palestinians downbeat on appointment of Sharon as foreign minister 
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1 THE PALESTINIAN leadership 
expressed concern on Friday at the nomi- 
nation of Ariel Sharon as Israel's new for- 
j it-" P v j pf.-'J: agn minister and chief negotiator, recall- 

| rh ;; ing the ex-general’s role in a massacre ot 

! TV .-if! ^ A&\ Palestinians in Lebanon. 

“He has a very bad historical image for 
the Palestinians," International Coopera- 
tion Minis ter Nabil Shaath told reporters 
in Gaza after a meeting with U.S. peace 
envoy Dennis Ross and CIA Director 
George Tenet. 

“The Palestinian people find it difficult 
to forget his role at Sabra and Shatila * 
where hundreds of Palestinians were 
killed by pro-Israeli militiamen, Shaath 

“There is a connection between this 
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image and his position on the future, espe- 
cially on settlements. We will ask of him. 


as of any Israeli minister, that he respect 
the [peace] agreements," he said. 

The choice of Sharon, a champion of 
Jewish settlers and fierce opponent of the 
Oslo peace accords, was widely viewed as 
designed to appease the far-right ahead of 
a possible new land-for-peace deal at an 
Israeli-Palestinian summit next week. 

Sharon has strongly opposed the U.S. 
package deal slated to be at the centre of a 
forthcoming summit in Washington 
because it would require Israel to transfer 
another 13 per cent of the West Bank to 
Palestinian rule — a demand Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has condi- 
tionally accepted. 

Sharon has said more than a nine per 
cent pullback at this stage would under- 
mine the security of Israel and Jewish set- 
tlements in the territory. 

But Shaath called on Sharon to put aside 
past comments and to work within the 


commitments made by the government of 
which he is part 

"He [Sharon] is a minister in a govern- 
ment which has signed agreements," 
Shaath said. “He must respect those 
agreements and work with these agree- 
ments." 

Sharon still refers ro Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat as a "terrorist" and 
"war criminal" and has said on many 
occasions that he will never shake the 
Palestinian president's hand. 

Sharon has, however, held a series of 
meetings over recent months with senior 
Palestinian negotiators, including the sec- 
retary-general of the PLO, Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen), and the Speaker of 
the Palestinian Legislative Council 
Ahmad Qoureia (Abu Alaa). 

In addition to gaining the foreign min- 
istry portfolio Sharon will accompany 
Netanyahu to the Washington summit and 


will also lead the Israeli side in final status 
negotiations with the Palestinians, 
Netanyahu said Friday. 

Israeli settlers, meanwhile, expressed 
wariness over the nomination of hardliner 
Sharon as foreign minister, saying he had 
only been appointed to appease them 
before more territory is handed over to the 
Palestinian National Authority. 

“The nomination announced by Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu is intended 
to silence the right-wing in case of an 
accord on withdrawal from Judea- 
Samaria [the West Bank]," the West Bank 
Settlers’ Council said in a statement 
But the council, the principal settlers' 
organisation and violently opposed to 
withdrawal said they feared Sharon 
would make “the same mistakes he made 
in the Sinai in 1982.” 

Then holding the post of defence minis- 
ter, Sharon ordered the dismantling of 


Israeli settlements in the Sinai peninsula 
before the region was handed back to 
Egypt. 

Opposition leaders on the left also blast- 
ed the nomination Friday. 

Yossi Sand, head of the Meretz Party, 
said Sharon was "the king of cynicism and 
opportunism ready to do anything to get 
hold of the foreign minister's portfolio." 

Labour Party Deputy Uzi Baram said 
Sharon was “the last rabbit that Benyamin 
Netanyahu can pull out of his hat to give 
the illusion of having Intentions for 
peace." 

In Washington, White House 
spokesman Joseph Lockhart said the Unit- 
ed States will “work closely" with Sharon. 

But Lockhart refused to comment on 
Sharon's hard-line reputation, saying that 
“it is an internal matter for Israel. We will 
work closely with the new foreign minis- 
ter." 


Lockerbie 

suspects 

demand 

guarantees 

CAIRO (AP) — The two 
Libyans suspected of the 
1988 bombing of Pan Am 
flight 103 say that they are 
ready to stand trial but insist 
they first receive guarantees 
for their safety. 

“We are confident of our 
innocence. We are reach’ to 
appear before court because 
we... have nothing to be 
afraid of.” Abdul Basset Ali 
Al Megrahi, one of the two 
suspects, told the London- 
based Arab satellite channel 
MBC on Thursday. 

The United States and 
Britain have accused Al 
Megrahi and Lamen Khalifa 
Fhimah of the bombing over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that 
killed 270 people. Both men 
are under house arrest in 
Libya. Their statements were 
the latest hitch in their pro- 
posed trial. 

The United Slates and 
Britain have demanded that 
the rwo men, who they say 
are Libyan agents, be handed 
;over. In an attempt to break a 
nearly decade-long deadlock, 
the two countries agreed to an 
earlier Libyan proposal the 
two men be tried in a third 
country by a panel of Scottish 
judges under Scottish law. 

Libya has accepted the idea 
in principle, but Libyan Pres- 
ident Muunvnar Qadhafi is 
demanding negotiations to 
ensure the safety of the sus- 
pects and prevent their extra- 
dition from the Netherlands, 
where the trial is to be held 
Qadhafi wants the men, if 
convicted, to serve their sen- 
tences in Libya. 

Britain and the United 
States have refused to negoti- 
ate. "We are sucking to our 
rights," Fhimah said 
The U.S.-British proposal 
“made us realise we are going 
to be in danger," he said in the 
interview, the suspects’ first 
televised appearance in four 
years. “Why don't they give 
us guarantees? What’s the 
problem with that?" Al 
Megrahi complained the two 
had already been convicted 
by Western officials and jour- 
nalists. 
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Palestinians protest to U.N. 
over city status for settlement 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Palestinian U.N. observer 
Nasser A1 Kidwa asked the 
U.N. Security Council on 
Thursday to condemn Israel 
for upgrading a West Bank 
settlement to city status, 
saying the action amounted 
to unlawful annexation. 

In a letter to the council 
president. Sir Jeremy 
Greenstock of Bri tain, A1 
Kidwa said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu attended a cere- 
mony on Wednesday con- 
ferring city status on the 
settlement of Ariel. 

A1 Kidwa quoted 
Netanyahu as saying fit 
would be "part of Israel in 
any final status agreement 
in the future,” adding "we 
will continue at this pace 
and build up this city more 


and more and more.” There 
was no indication when the 
Security Council would act 
ou the request for condem- 
nation. 

Earlier on Thursday, 
Netanyahu joined talks 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat on advancing the 
Middle East peace process. 

A1 Kidwa said Israeli set- 
tlement activities were ille- 
gal under international law 
and that they violated the 
fourth Geneva Convention 
of 1949 and Security Coun- 
cil and General Assembly 
resolutions. 

“The step of de facto 
annexation, however, is 
even more dangerous and 
necessitates immediate 
condemnation by the 


international community,” 
be said. 

"The actions and the 
statements made by the 
prime mini ster in this 
regard are absolutely unac- 
ceptable, they have no legal 
validity,” A1 Kidwa said. 

He also complained that 
the Israeli authorities laid a 
cornerstone on Wednesday 
for the future construction 
of a settlement at Tel 
Rumeida. in the city of 
Hebron. 

“This illegal, provocative 
act comes at a time of 
increasing tension and con- 
flict in the city, including 
the criminal activities of 
Israeli settlers,” A1 Kidwa 
said. 

He said a 21-year-old 
Palestinian man was killed 
and 20 other Palestinians 


injured in clashes with 
Israeli troops on Wednes- 
day in Hebron, called A1 
Khalil in Arabic. 

“These are serious devel- 
opments, which require the 
attention and action by the 
Security Council and the 
secretary-general of the 
United Nations,” A1 Kidwa 
said. 

Hebron, home to more 
than 100,000 Palestinians 
and about 400 Israelis, was 
split into Israeli- and Pales- 
tinian-controlled sectors 
under a January 1997 peace 
agreement 

Israel decided to erect 
permanent housing to 
replace caravans at Tel 
Rumeida after a rabbi was 
shot dead there in August 
by suspected Palestinian 
gunmen. 


Kuwait 
advises 
U.S. to 
apologise 
for Sudan 
bombing 


CAIRO (AP) — The Unit- 
ed States should admit that 
it was wrong in bombing a 
Sudanese pharmaceutical 
plant and apologise to 
Sudan, Kuwait's foreign 
mini ster was quoted Fri- 
day as saying. 

American claims that the 
plant produced materials 
for chemical weapons 
"were not proven true,” 
the minister. Sheikh Sabah 
A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, told 
the London-based Al 
Hayat newspaper. 

"It is for those who make 
mistakes to admit their 
mistakes and present their 
apologies," he said. 

Kuwait, a leading U.S. 
ally in the Gulf, signed a 
defence pact with the 
United States after Ameri- 
can-led forces drove Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait in the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Washington attacked the 
pharmaceutical plant in 
the Sudanese capitai, 
Khartoum, in retaliation 
for attacks against U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania on Aug. 7. It said 
the plant produced precur- 
sors for chemical 
weapons, a charge Sudan 
has denied. 

Shortly after the attack, 
Kuwait indirectly criti- 
cised Washington, saying 
that the fight against ter- 
rorism should be waged 
through international bod- 
ies like the United 
Nations. 


Sudan army claims southern 
town retaken from rebels 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan’s army on Friday 
claimed to hare retaken from 
rebels die southern town of 
I -iria, driving them and their 
alleged Ugandan backers 
from strategic areas in Eastern 
Equatoria state. 

The Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army fSPLA), which 
Khartoum insists is supported 
by Kampala, took Lilia. Nen- 
gala and other areas in Eastern 
Equatoria in a major offensive 
in mid-September. 

The army, having retaken 
Nengala some two weeks ago. 
won Liria back on Wednes- 
day. according to an army 
communique broadcast on 
state -owned radio Omdorman 
on Friday. 

“All pockets on the Torit- 
Juba toad, including Liria sec- 
tor, Jebel Milih and Jebel Cot- 
ton. have been purged and the 
armed forces hare managed 
to drive the rebels and Ugan- 
dans away," the communique 
said. 

A supply route from Ugan- 
da was being monitored it 
added 


The recapture of Liria was 
also reported by a commander 
of pro-government militia 
reportedly involved in the 
action. 

‘The [government] armed 
forces, the popular defence 
and the South Sudan Defence 
Force (SSDF) recaptured at 
noon Wednesday the Liria 
area, which was under Ugan- 
dan forces' control since mid- 
September, in a fierce battle 
that took more than 48 hours," 
SSDF chief-of-sraff Elija Hon 
told the AI Rai Al Aam daily. 

“The government troops 
have inflicted heavy losses in 
lives, machinery and ammu- 
nition on “the enemy who fled 
in retreat towards the Ugan- 
dan territories,” Hon said 

On Thursday, die SPLA 
announced a three-month 
extension of its ceasefire in 
the southern Bahr Al Ghazal 
region from OcL 14 arid 
expanded it to include the 
Western Upper Nile region, 
also in the smith. 

The SPLA and the Khar- 
toum government both 
announced three-month 


ceasefires in their 15-year-old 
civil war in mid-July, with the 
SPLA's covering Bar Al 
Ghazal and the government's 
covering the entire south. 

But the two sides are fight- 
ing in Eastern Fqnatnrin, with 
the rebels bidding to capture 
the government stronghold of 
Juba, die biggest city in the 
south. 

Splinter groups mad? up of 
former rebels are fighting in 
the Western Upper Nile 
region, north of Juba. 

An SPLA communique 
issued in Nairobi said the 
ceasefire extension followed 
-an appeal by Kenyan Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Mai and 
was a reaction to widespread 
famine in southern Sudan. 

The SPLA also urged the 
international community to 
pressure the government of 
President Omar Al Bashir “to 
lift the ban it has imposed on 
humanitarian assistance to 
areas in the south, Nuba 
mountains and southern Blue 
Nile [state] so dial food and 
other relief services can reach 
the needy population.” 


Truce panel to discuss ceasefire 
violations in south Lebanon 


TYRE (AFP) — The 
international committee moni- 
toring the ceasefire in south- 
ern Lebanon is to meet next 
week to hear Lebanese and 
Israeli complaints of alleged 
mice violations, officials said 
Friday. 

The five-nation committee 
will convene on Tuesday at 
the United Nations headquar- 
ters in the Lebanese coastal 
town of Naqoura near the 
Israeli border, foe officials 
said. 

Lebanon accused Israel of 


damaging three homes and 
two cars during an artillery 
barrage on the village of 
Baraasheet, which is adjacent 
to the Israeli-occupied bonder 
zone in southern Lebanon. 

Beirut considered the 
shelling a violation of the 
April 1996 ceasefire accord 
which bans combatants from 
targeting civilians on both 
sides of the Lebanese-Israeli 
border or carrying out attacks 
from civilian-populated areas. 

Israel, for its part, accused 
anti-Israeli guerrillas of 


launching an attack on an 
Israeli army patrol inside the 
occupied border area from 
inside civilian locations. 

The truce committee, which 
comprises the United States, 
France, Lebanon. Syria and 
Israel, has met 24 times since 
the beginning of 1998. 

Fourteen Lebanese civilians 
have been killed and 82 others 
wounded in south Lebanon 
this year while another 10 
civilians were wounded in 
northern Israel according to 
an AFP count. 



ISRAELIS ARREST WOUNDED PALESTINIAN: An Israeli soldier Friday arrests 
a Palestinian after he was shot in the leg by a robber-coated metal bullet daring the 
third straight day of dashes in Hebron. The Palestinian was treated by the soldiers 
after his arrest and then taken away in an Israeli army ambulance (Reuters photo) 


Prosecutors 
mulling death 
penalty 
in U.S. 
embassy., 
bombings 


some time. 

Twelve Americans were 
among the 258 who died in 
twin bombings in Nairobi 
and Dar-es- Salaam two 
months ago. 


Steps taken to ensure judiciary’s 
independence — council judge 


By Rana Husseini 


AMMAN — The president of the 
Higher Judicial Council has sard 
concrete steps are being taken by 
judges and government officials to 
ensure the independence of the judi- 
ciary. 

Judge Taher Hikmat during a lec- 
ture earlier this week to a group of 
representatives of national and 
international associations, pointed 
out that “there has been a historical 
struggle by judges to maintain and 
strengthen the judiciary's indepen- 
dence to ensure its validity and oper- 
ation away from pressure and inter- 
ference ” 

Although a 1972 law granted the 
judiciary independence, ministers of 
justice still “enjoy wide authority 
that exceeds their theoretical powers, 
and some of them abuse their pow- 
ers," he said. 

“If we look at it from a theoretical 
viewpoint, the Ministry of Justice 
does not have a strong effect on the 
Judicial Council, but from a practical 
point of view, the effect of the minis- 
ter of justice is strong. It is a histori- 
cal reality.” he said. 

He added that the minister has the 
authority to recommend appointing. 


retiring or disciplining judges, either 
directly or through his role in disci- 
plinary councils. 

“This" makes us'woncler to' what 
extent the law accomplishes judicial 
independence.” he said. 

Calls for judicial independence and 
reform have come over the past few 
years from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, and many 
prominent judges. lawyers and 
human rights activists. 

In May 1998, during celebrations 
making 45 years of constitutional 
powers, the King said: ‘There are 
gaps, shortcomings and defects [in 
the judiciary] that need to be 
reformed and need to be focused on 
so that the judiciary will become 
what we wish it to be.” 

In a letter sent in early 1997 to then 
Prime Minster Abdul Karim Kabari- 
ti, the King instructed the govern- 
ment to take measures to guarantee 
the independence of the judiciary. 

The King said these measures 
should be taken as soon as possible 
to ensure that the judicial system in 
Jordan would be capable of shoul- 
dering its duties and continuing to 
serve as a model of integrity and 
independence. 


A former Higher Court chief, 
Farouq KUani, acaised governments 
of interfering in the judiciary and of 
putting pressure on judges to - rifle in 
accordance with government wishes. 

After his appointment in May, Hik- 
mat who is also the bead of the 
Court of Cassation, pledged to mod- 
ernise the judiciary. 

In his lecture he said the judiciary's 
independence has been recognised 
since 1928. 

The current 1952 Constitution, 
according to Hikmat states: “The 
nation is the source of all powers and 
it exercises those powers accor- 
dance with the law.” 

The judiciary is not a part of the 
executive authority, “but rather it is 
an independent authority on par with 
the executive and legislative authori- 
ties." 

Laws on the judiciary's indepen- 
dence were issued in 1955 and 1972 
he said. 

Hikmat called for protecting 
judges from the media and public 
opinion in order to ensure their 
objectivity. 

The judge was addressing mem- 
bers of the Jordan Bar Association, 
the Wales and British Bar Associa- 
tions, and the Arab Lawyers Union. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ..Cartoon — Animaniacs 
15:30 Gowning Around 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


16:00 .....Drama — Neighbours 
16 JO — Doc. — Pear Pressure 
17:00 French Programme — 
“Faut Pas Rever” 

18:00 .Drama — Wind at 

My Back (Ep. 6) 

19:00 - Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Lo’eof de Colomb 

19-J0 News headlines 

19:35 Murphy Brown 

20:00 Today's Health 

20*-30 Sirens 

21:05 Drama — ABC of Democracy 

22HW News in English 

22 JO .. -Feature film — “After th: 
Sflenof 

23:59 ...Twisted (Ep3) 

00 JO -EndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:14 .... 


05:31. — 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11:23. 

Dhuhr 

14:41 


17:15 

-.Maghreb 

18:31. — 

.... -.‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieb, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 


4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at .De la 
Salle College TeL 56617S7 
Church oT the Annunciation 
TfeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
Beh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 14 190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Annentan Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


ment of Meteorology 


Moderate to hot weather con- 
ditions will prevail with winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be relatively hot 
and occasional dusty, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 


Mia/Max. temp. 
Amman 


.17/30 


Aqaba 23/35 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 

-15/33 

.23/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32 Aqaba 34. Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 21 per 

cent, Aqaba 50 percent 


Following are- the highest tem- 

preatures expected today 
following areas: 

in the 


.25 


31 

Um Qays 

30 


29 




Dead Sea 

...-.36 


Dr. MnkhksHalasefa ....5519220 

Dt RntuSukkar 5856457 

Dc. Mohammad Lnbbadch -5167914 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

AI Asema pharmacy.... 4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmrisani pharmacy 4637660 

N^jib pharmacy 53477632 

ERBID: 

De AS Sbtxfm 7100069 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. IssaAl Omari .901266 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


ry assistance) ;. 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs _ 4623 1 0 1 

Abdaii TeL Repairs... ._566 110! 

JordanTelevision .4773111 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Wuer Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co~ 463638! 

RJ Flight Infoimation..44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti Airport ..44*53200 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. 


Zarqa 


Hospital 

.(.09)983323 

National Hospital 
— (09)900560 


Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
Al Hikrrta Modem Hospital 
! (09)990990 


ERBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 


HOSPITALS 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Yousef AlF&tph 


.4390104 


Food Control Centre 463711 1 

Civil Defence Department -5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pb&e 192, 46211 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police,.. 5343402 

Traffic Police 4S9639Q 

Public Security DepL„..463032) 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaims,......566ll76 

Vto^^e\«ageQrrptsas 4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 


AMMAN: 

Hie Arab Gmtre for Heart ml Spe- 
cial Sutgay 5921 199 
.The Islamic AMI ___5666 131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luztrdla .4630195 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya ' Hospital 
(03)314111 


Khalidi Maternity. 46442S1/6 

Akileh Maternity — 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ....5669131 
University Hospital -....5353444 
AI-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli, Abdaii 5664 1 64/6 

Italian,Al^Muhttjreen —4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Aimy.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 560224G/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


05^0 Tehran (RJ) 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

07:50 Aden (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09t25 .Beirut (RJ) 

0950 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

09:45 ..........Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Hk20 Colombo (RJ) 

14:55 -New York. Arasteniain (RJ) 

London (RD 

20-J0 Cairo (RJ) 

21:55 — JVdan. Rome (RJ) 

22:40 — .Madrid (add) fRJJ 

22:50 -Berlin. Frankfurt lRJ> 

23-55 Paris (RJ) 

04:30 -Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:05 London. Damascus (BA) 

12:00 -Riyadh ($V) 

13:10 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

14:05 — —Vienna (OS) 

15:25 Dubai, Muscat (EK) 

17:40 .Beirut (ME) 

1&00 - Paris (AF) 

18:05 — Frankfurt (LH) 

22:35 Cairo (MS) 

22:40 -Amsterdam (KL) 

0(k05 London. Damascus (BA) 

01:05 — Belgrade (JU) 

02:00 — Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 

and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

22&5 Aqaba (Marka Airport)(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

05:45 BeinitflU) 

07 JO ..Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

11:00 Milan, Rome (RJ) 

11:15 Bolin, Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:40 Axns«nlam, N^Yo^ (RJ) 

12HJ0 ^Genwa,Matftkl(RO 

12:15 Brussels (W) 


. London (RJ) 


,Madrid(RD 
. CanO (RJ) 


13:05 

13:45 .... 

17:00 

20:05 —Riy adh T Wiahr m (RJ) 

20:20 Bombay (RJ) 

2230 Jeddah (RD 


23:30 —Abu Dahbi, Dubai (RJ) 


Other flights 
06:35 -Damascus, Loadon (BA) 
13-30 ; Riyadh CSV) 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Federal prosecutors said 
here Thursday .that they 
were “seriously” consider- 
ing seeking the death 
penalty against suspects 
charged in the bombings 
last August of two U.S. 
embassies in Africa. 

The possible penalty 
emerged in Manhattan fed- 
eral court as three defen- 
dants were arraigned tin an 
indictment charging them 
with a sweeping conspira- 
cy to kill Americans under 
the leadership of Islamist 
Osama Ben Laden. 

Wadih Al Haje, Moham- 
mad Sadeek Odeh and 
Mohammad Rashed Daoud 
Al Owhali entered pleas of 
innocent 

But during questioning 
by U.S. District Court 
Judge Leonard Sand about 
the case, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald 
revealed that the govern- 
ment was considering 
seeking die death penalty. 

“The death penalty win 
be seriously considered for 
this case " Fitzgerald said. 
“That decision will take 
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9% says will 


continue 

activities 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Leith 
Shbeilat. who was released 
ow Thursday after eight 
months in prison for incit- 
ing riots in February, Fri- 
day said he will continue to 
air his views and fight cor- 
ruption. 

“I . will continue to 
express my opinion and 
fight for people's rights,” 
Shbeilat told the Jordan 
Times Friday. 

Shbeilat was sentenced 
to nine months in prison on 
May 12 following his con- 
viction by the State Securi- 
ty Court or inciting the 
Ma'un riots in February 
which left one person dead 
and dozens injured. 

Shbeilat, a former presi- 
dent of the Jordan Engi- 
neers Association, was par- 
doned by His Majesty 
King Hussein during a sur- 
prise visit to the Profes- 
sional Associations in 
May. 

But since his initial sen- 
tence then was not final, he 
declined the pardon. 

Shbeilat who has often 
been criticised for being a 
loner, told rhe newspapers 
Thursday he would prefer 
to work within a group. 

“I am willing to work 
with groups to fulfil peo- 
ple's political, social and 
economic rights. I am will- 
ing to establish a political 
party or a political move- 
ment ” he said. 

Shbeilat was sentenced 
to life in 1992 after being 
convicted by the State 
Court of treason and three 
years in 1994 for lese 
majeste. He was pardoned 
by the King in both cases. 

Shbeilat, 56. was arrested 
by authorities on February 
20 while returning from 
‘Ma'an after delivering a 
TStfmon- at a 1 mosque a day 
before pro-Iraq riots broke 
out in the southern town. 





P !r! nce Hassan ’ Uw Regent, talks with officials and academics at a meet- 
ing Thursday (Photo by Boghos) 

Regent urges academics to be 
more active in public affairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
has called on the Jordanian 
academic sector to play a 
more effective role in deal- 
ing with public issues and to 
contribute to the creation of 
platforms for objective and 
balanced dialogue based on 
accurate information, 
research and analysis. 

In - remarks at a meeting 
Thursday with a number of 
academics and university 
presidents, the Regent said a 
database is a main prerequi- 
site for achieving socio-eco- 


nomic development. 

The meeting, which was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh, the speak- 
er of the Lower House of 
Parliament, Su’d Hayel 
Srour, and Cabinet ministers 
and officials, was one of a 
series of contacts that Prince 
Hassan has initiated in order 
to meet various sectors for 
dialogues dedicated to high- 
lighting (he importance of 
"responsible partnership.” 

The Regent also under- 
lined the importance of aca- 
demics contributing to pub- 
lic life and playing a more 


effective rule in civic soci- 
ety. 

Prince Hassan urged the 
academics to consider effi- 
ciency and competence as 
the criteria for evaluating 
achievements on a nun-dis- 
criminatory basis. 

The Crown Prince’s 
remarks, which also touched 
on a number of political, 
regional and local issues, 
were followed by an open 
dialogue in which the audi- 
ence discussed issues relat- 
ing to the academic sector as 
well as domestic and region- 
al questions. 


Jordanian, Palestinian, Israeli 
agriculture ministries to meet 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
ministries of agriculture in 
Jordan and Palestine will 
hold talks with the Israeli 
agriculture ministry later 
this month to deal with 
obstacles hindering Jordan- 
ian-Palestinian trade 
exchanges. 

The announcement, 
which was issued following 
Jordaman-Palesrinian talks 
on Thursday, said the two 


sides plan to meet with the 
Israelis from Oct. 25-27. 
The tripartite parley will be 
dedicated to removing 
Israeli barriers still 
obstructing the exchange of 
agricultural products. 

'The meeting, co-chaired 
by Agriculture Minister 
Mijhem Khreishah and his 
Palestinian counterpart 
Hikmar Zeid and attended 
by agricultural business 


representatives, discussed 
mechanisms for facilitating 
trade and the prospect of 
drawing up an agricultural 
quota that would help the 
two sides import sufficient 
amounts of products. 

The Palestinian side 
requested Jordanian exper- 
tise to help set up un agri- 
cultural marketing corpora- 
tion in the self-rule areas of 
Palestine. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 10, 1998 


Prime minister reaffirms role 
of Jordan Armed Forces 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh on 
Thursday dismissed recent 
statements by the Syrian 
defence minister on the Jordan 
Armed Forces and said no 
party could doubt its "well- 
known" rule. 

In a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, iWa, 
Tara ivnch said: “The Jordan 
Armed Forces are still called 
tlie Arab Army because they 
represent the army of the 
Great Arab Revolt, which 
stands out as the symbol and 
embodies the dignity and the 
steadfastness of the Nation.” 

Tarawneh’s remarks fol- 
lowed a statement bv Infor- 


mation Minister Nasser Judeh 
last Tuesday condemning Syr- 
ian Defence Minister Mustafa 
Tlass’ comments "doubting 
the Kingdoms role in the 
1973 Arab- Israeli war and 
offending Jordan, the Jordan- 
ian people and some Jordan- 
ian tribes." 

In his remarks, the prime 
minister said: "Our armed 
forces do not need testimony 
from any patiy outside the 
Kingdom, particularly if that 
party is marked by deficiency . 
Our armed forces will contin- 
ue to shield Jordan, and no 
one can ever belittle their 
role.” 

Meanwhile, notables from 


the Enjadat and Mahlaf tribes 
in the Qweirah region in 
southern Jordan on Friday 
denounced Tlass' statements 
against Jordan and the Armed 
Forces. 

In a statement published Fri- 
day, they said the Syrian min- 
ister’s statements, were “aston- 
ishing” because he had earlier 
praised the role of the tribes in 
the Great Arab Revolt. 

Representatives of the Bani 
Sakhr tribe, one of the largest 
in Jordan, also criticised 
Tlass’ statements as an 
attempt to cast doubt on Jor- 
dan's stand towards the Arab 
Nation. 

A statement signed by thou- 


sand Is of tribe members said: 
“We strongly condemn Tlass’ 
statements about Jordan and 
its people and armed forces as 
inesponsible and an attempt 
to belittle the country's role. 
We will not allow anyone to 
defame our national stand and 
the sacrifices we offered in 
defence of the Syrian Golan 
Heights.” 

“It is regrettable to hear 
Tlass' statements at a time 
when the Hashemite leader- 
ship is displaying its keenness 
on bolstering inter-Arab soli- 
darity in the face of the loom- 
ing danger posed to the inter- 
ests of the Arab and Islamic 
nations." 


Seminar urges inter-Arab cooperation 
to achieve human development 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

MANAMA — Mae inter- 
Arab and international coopera- 
tion is needed for equitable 
human development, Arab 
media representatives and 
human development specialists 
recon in tended ur the end of a 
regional seminar in Manama, 
Bahrain. 

Participants at the meeting on 
human development and the 
media in .Arab countries also 
endorsed a proposal by' Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma, United Nations hon- 
orary ambassador on Human 
Development, for an annual 
Arab regional human develop- 
ment report. 

The proposed report would 
monitor development process- 
es and formulate human devel- 
opment strategies in the Arab 
World. 

The forum, which ended on 
Wednesday, called for “active 
strategic thinking" in changing 
negative consumption attitudes 
in the region, rather than specif- 
ic solutions to specific prob- 
lems. 

The two-day media seminar 
focused on consumption pat- 
terns highlighted by the United 
Nations Development Pro- 


gram’s annual human develop- 
ment report (HDR), which 
examines how countries are 
faring in terms of children’s 
nutrition and education, acces- 
sibility to clean water, and how 
women participate in the econ- 
omy. 

This year’s HDR repeat, 
which used consumption as its 
theme, discovered huge con- 
sumption discrepancies all over 
die world. 

According to the meeting, the 
richest fifth of the world's pop- 
ulation consume 86 per cent of 
all goods and services, while 
the poorest fifth consumes just 
13 percent. 

The Arab World’s consump- 
tion patterns were described as 
“being very high with an 
uneven distribution within the 
region and within individual 
countries of the region.” 

Meal and car consumption in 
Arab countries were considered 
to be very high in relation to 
international figures. 

It was noted thru the Arab 
World now has 10 million cars 
compared to two million in 
1975 — a very high figure 
according to international stan- 
dards. 

“Indeed, the richest fifth con- 
sumes 45 per cent of all meat 


and fish. 58 percent of all ener- 
gy used and 84 per cent of all 
paper, has 74 percent of all tele- 
phone lines and owns 87 per 
cent of all vehicles.” said 
Richard Jolly, principal author 
and coordinator of the HDR. 

According to Jolly, each 
.American consumes an aver- 
age ol' 600 kilogrammes of 
meat annually compared with 
1 4 kilogrammes in Bangladesh. 

Participants said it was not 
only the responsibility of indi- 
viduals bur also of governments 
to limit negative consumption 
patterns to avoid local and 
international environmental 
impacts. 

The seminar stressed the 
need for the media to play a 
greater role in raising consumer 
awareness and of the impor- 
tance of integrating positive 
consumption patterns in the 
educational systems of Arab 
aaies. 

“We need to educate our chil- 
dren and our public on what it is 
exactly they are consuming, 
and whether or nor it is harmful 
to them and to their environ- 
ment.” said Bassam S nobar, 
vice president of die Jordan 
University for Science and 
Technology. 

To support environment- 


friendly policies, the seminar 
recommended restructuring 
taxes into environmental bene- 
fits and introducing an eco-tax 
on goods. 

“An average Jordanian pays 
12S different types of taxes, and 
every five people in the country 
own a car” said iyad Abu- 
moghli, director of the Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources 
Program at the UNDP in Jor- 
dan. 

Taxes, he suggested, should 
be increased on new vehicles, 
which in turn would discourage 
people from buying new cars 
and prompt them to use public 
transport. This, he argued, 
would help decrease fuel con- 
sumption and in turn create less 
negative environmental 
impacts. 

“Eco-tax money could be 
used for environmental purpos- 
es,” Abumoghli said. 

In his paper on the impact of 
the consumption of natural 
resources on the environment 
in Arab countries. Abumoghli 
called for the establishment of 
an inter-Arab research centre 
for environmental studies. • 

He stressed the importance of 
the centre in dealing with isaies 
such as water scarcity in the 
region. 


j! V 


nr: 

- h-fdHifK 
jTV;; J - r 'ii' Wf5 ® 

: J :I Or 
vr.;::.c •• Hamit- 3Si 

J..r 

>;•' tit ■.'■?£ 50*35 • 
vr 

- . :> no! iB 

•„!. r : i v - *W* 

iVjJrivrje'r 

; :r,J legd* 1 ** 

- iuiu1 a ?' E: 
:. 4 jjsni^ 

.. -• v ruviii^ 
jer 10 0* 


'' . jit** 

i g*»n>n : 



- ■.( 

; S 
j_N 

A*' 


A 


ur:4? 




ijriH' 

ltd- 5 


i ’: , * t 


t::l- s 


13:'* 

y 

13:4? 

j- 



’tniir 

V 

;o::0 

y 

22-JO 


2Jt-y 

twW r 

pid* y* 


I> nU $ r 

tJ-’ 11 

rfaC- 


y 


' .i* 


' ? 

!*(*» 

p* ft? 


■ y 

03:00 



.w./. 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Basma opens bazaar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma on Thursday opened a bazar at A1 Hussein Sports 
City with the participation of 50 Arab and foreign diplo- 
matic missions in Jordan. The proceeds will go to 
Mabarrat Urn A1 Hussein to help support 150 orphans. 
Princess Basma roured the bazar’s various displays, 
which included embroideries and artifacts. 

Maronite patriarch arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir, head of 
the Maronite Church of Antioch and the Orient, arrived 
here Friday on a 10-day visit, during which he will hold 
talks with His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent and senior Jordanian officials. Partriarch Sfeir 
will also preside over a five-day conference to open Sun- 
day to discuss preparations for the year 2000 celebra- 
tions. 

House speaker receives Saudi official 

AMMAN (Petra) — The speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament, Sa'd Hayel Srour, on Thursday received 
Saudi health ministry Secretary General Qadi Maqboul. 
Srour andthe Saudi official discussed means of boslter- 
mg bilateral ties in various fields. 



FILM 


* Children’s film “Dizzy, lieber Dizzy" (in Ger- 
man) at Goeihe-Instinit, Jabal Amman at 5:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Lamia Jamal at the French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until Oct. 26. 


* Art of Arab calligraphy by Nassar Man sour at 
the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts (Tel. 
46301 28), until Oct. 23. 

* Amman Seventh International Book Exhibit at 
the City Hall, Ras A1 ‘Ain. until Oct. 10. 


Endangered ibex released into wildlife reserve 


By Ahmad Khatib 

WADI MUJEB — Twenty 
endangered Nubian ibex bred 
in captivity were released 
Thursday into the Mujeb 
Nature Reserve to supple- 
ment the country’s small nat- 
ural population. 

The ibex were released 
under a rein traduction plan 
sponsored by the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Conservation of 
Nature and partially funded 
by the Japanese government, 
which granted $50,000 to 
provide facilities and equip- 
ment for the herd. 

“My government has taken 
the responsibility to protect 
rare and endangered species 
as part of Japan's contribu- 
tion to nature conservation," 
Japanese Ambassador Koichi 
Matsu moto told the press. "I 
would like to stress that Japan 
will continue to support envi- 
ronmental projects in Jor- 
dan.” 

A breeding programme for 
ibex was set up by the society 
in 1989. following the con- 
struction of large breeding 
enclosure in the Raddas area. 
From a beginning of 20 ani- 
mals brought from the U.S., 
the captive herd has 
increased to some 150 ibex. 

In a similar activity in 


1978, the International Union 
for the Conservation of 
Nature and the World 
Wildlife Fund contributed 
four oryx brought from the 
San Diego Animal Park to 
the non-governmental soci- 
ety. which runs six major 
nature reserves covering 
1,000-square kilometres and 
plans to set up seven more. 

By 1997, the 22-square- 
kilometre Shuman Wildlife 
Reserve had boosted the pop- 
ulation to a healthy '200. Thir- 
teen of them were released 
into the wild in 1983. 

“One of our concerns is 
protecting threatened species 
from extinction." Society 
President Anis Muasher said 
during a seven-hour tour of 
Wadi Mujeb. "We want citi- 
zens to be convinced of the 
local and global importance 
of these animals.” 

Wadi Mujeb is the main 
part of the river system flow- 
ing through the 215-square- 
kilometre Mujeb Nature 
Reserve, which was estab- 
lished in 1986. 

The government recently 
announced plans to construct 
a diversion dam at the point 
where Wadi Mujeb meets 
Wadi Waleh, in the heart of 
the reserve. 

The project is part of the 


JD180 million Integrated 
Project to Develop the South- 
ern Ghor Area. A consortium 
of international and local 
companies have signed four 
agreements worth JD6.4 mil- 
lion with the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation to super- 
vise and provide architectural 
services in the implementa- 
tion of the project. 

The dam will channel virtu- 
ally all the river water into a 
rock tunnel and pipe system 
to supply new hotels along 
the shoreline of the Dead Sea 
and the Arab Potash Compa- 
ny as well as irrigate agricul- 
ture in Ghor Safi. 

But the society, which has 
proposed several alternative 
schemes for the diversion 
dam and is awaiting the gov- 
ernment’s response, said this 
project will “destroy” the 
reserve. 

“We are not against taking 
water, but at the same time 
the government has to take 
environment conservation 
into consideration, especially 
since there are many alterna- 
tives,” Society Director Gen- 
eral Khaled Irani told the 
press Thursday. 

According to Irani, the 
Wadi Mujeb Environmental 
impact Assessment, which 
was conducted by a local 


independent consulting firm, 
revealed that "the proposed 
diversion weir [dam] will be 
the most damaging project to 
the area." 

According to the society, 
the dam project, which will 
include constructing tunnels, 
roads and other installations, 
will “change the physical and 
chemical conditions, such as 
the speed of the water flow 
and oxygen levels, which 
poses a threat to the special 
ecological value of the wadi 
system.” 

“Species living in and 
around the river downstream 
from the weir will be 
destroyed, since the river bed 
will be dry for 80 per cent of 
the year because of the dam ” 
said a society report. 

“The area has a great poten- 
tial as a rourist attraction, and 
unless it is protected, Jordan 
will lose the environment and 
tourism,” said Irani. 

Society Director of Conser- 
vation Chris Johnson said the 
Kingdom in 1993 signed the 
biodiversity convention in 
Rio de Janeiro, which com- 
mitted the country to protect- 
ing its biological resources. 

“The world community 
gave Jordan financing to help 
support Mujeb in recognition 
of its international impor- 


tance," said Johnson. “Hon- 
estly, saving Mujeb. which is 
the one [area] left that has 
any of the quality that could 
be called natural, will help 
give the next generation a 
better future." 

Muasher said Jordan can 
protect nature and exploit its 
water resources without 
harming environmental 
“treasures." 

“The government promised 
us it would carefully study 
the project but it did not," 
Muasher told the Jordan 
Times. “This is unacceptable 
and it will harm the country. 
The society did it best regard- 
ing the issue but unfortunate- 
ly the government’s coopera- 
tion is not practical/’ 
Muasher said many studies 
have shown that “foe soci- 
ety's alternative proposal for 
the dam is feasible.'' 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Hani Mulki earlier 
said ’The dam will not be 
constructed at the expense of 
foe environment, and this is 
foe most important foing.” 
Jordan Valley Authority 
Secretary General Dureid 
Mahasneh stressed that envi- 
ronment. sustainable devel- 
opment and water issues 
must be integrated 
“Around JD15 million will 


be available to ensure envi- 
ronment protection in the Jor- 
dan Valley,” he said “Envi- 
ronment is important, but we 
must not forget our water 
needs.” 

He added that the Jordan 
Valley Authority was still 
waiting for its consultants' 
report on the dam project, 
and “the society will be heav- 
ily involved in taking the 
final decision." 

Mujeb, which sits on foe 
Great Rift Valley linking 
Africa with Asia, forms a safe 
place for migratory birds and 
is home to at least 10 global- 
ly threatened species. 

According to foe society, 
Mujeb is one of the cleanest 
and least disturbed river sys- 
tems left in Jordan. It is port 
of foe water catchment for 
foe Dead Sea and always has 
flowing water, even in the 
summer. It flows out to foe 
Dead Sea through a narrow 
sandstone gorge lined with 
palm trees and lush vegeta- 
tion. 

Operating under the patron- 
age of His Majesty King 
Hussein, the non-govem- 
mental society was formed in 
1966 and is responsible for 
protecting foe Kingdom’s 
natural resources, wildlife 
and wild areas. 


Delegation to study Swedish experience in helping domestic violence victims 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — An official delegation 
leaves for Stockholm today to visit 
Swedish women and children shel- 
ters and review the Swedish experi- 
ence in helping victims of domestic 
violence. 

■*Tbe aim of the visit is to examine 
foe Swedish experience in the fields 
of human and women’s rights and 
to observe the shelters, their plans 
and personnel training,” said Mo’- 
men Hadidi. head of foe National 
Institute for Forensic Medicine, 
who is leading the three-member 
delegation. 

Hadidi said the delegation will 
deter min e how die shelters deal 
with women victims of domestic 
violence, “especially since many 


similar cases in Jordan end in 
killings i#foe name of family hon- 
our.” 

Between 25 to 30 women are 
killed each year in the Kingdom in 
foe name of family honour. 

A total of 25 women were killed 
last year in Jordan, mostly on suspi- 
cion of illicit relationships. This 
year, 15 women reportedly have so 
far been murdered by male relatives 
to cleanse foe family’s honour, 

Hadidi said foe delegation, invited 
by foe Swedish government, will 
report back to Minister of Social 
Development Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser on the Swedish experience 
and "how Jordan could benefit from 
it” 

“We will submit o report to 
explain the need to train and reha- 


bilitate staff to set up similar shel- 
ters in Jordan," Hadidi told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

In May 1998, foe Ministry of 
Social Development announced 
plans to set up foe first centre in Jor- 
dan to shelter abused women, 
including those kept in protective 
custody in prisons. 

The shelter, according to Hadidi, 
is aimed at housing victims of rape, 
those threatened by honour crimes 
and banered women. 

Many women are forced to spend 
indefinite terms in the country’s 
correctional facilities under what 
foe stare terms “administrative 
detention,” bur whar is actually pro- 
tection from being killed by family 
members. 

A study by foe Public Security 


Department listed 4.962 cases of 
violence against women registered 
with foe police during 1991 and 
1992. 

Sociologists and experts have 
blamed rapid socio-economic and 
political changes and increasing 
poverty and unemployment for the 
increase of violence against women 
and children. 

Accompanying Hadidi on the 
one-week visit are Captain Sawsan 
Tayan from foe PSD and Fadta 
Bisharai from the Ministry of Social 
Development 

On Thursday, the PSD and foe 
Ministry of Social Development 
signed on agreement to cooperate 
and coordinate efforts in cases of 
domestic violence. 

According to the agreement 


social researchers and experts were 
assigned to the PSD Family Protec- 
tion Unit, established in September 
1997 to deal with domestic violence 
cases. 

Also on Thursday, representatives 
from governmental and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations discussed a 
report on the unit's functions and 
needs prepared by British experts 
during a recent two-week visit 

The meeting was attended by 
PSD Director Lieutenant Genera] 
Nasouh Muhieddin, Major General 
Mohammad Tarari, and representa- 
tives from the office of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, foe Ministry of Social 
Development, the Jordan River 
Foundation, foe judiciary and foren- 
sic medicine experts. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Russia asks European Union for 
humanitarian, food aid 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian leaders asked European 
Commission President Jacques Santer for food and humanitar- 
ian aid during talks here Friday, a spokesman for the vmtmg 
EU chief said. The appeal “merits reflection," said *eo^ia^ 
who stressed however that any aid would have to be preceded 
by a feasibility study. “On the one hand we would have to study 
whether the request is well-founded, and on the other we would 
have to ensure it was done correctly, without banning local dis- 
tribution networks.” Santer did not announce any conaete 
details of the desired aid and no new plan was announced fol- 
lowing his talks with Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov. The talks mined to lay the ground- work fata sum-, 
mit between Russia and the European Union set for Oct 27 m 
Vienna, Santer told a press conference. “It’s up to the Russians 
to work out a programme without outside interference, said 
Santer, adding however that the Union “is ready to provide 
technical assistance to revive commercial hnks between the 
European Union and Russia.” The EU chief said be hoped 
Russia would develop a social market economy which would 
prove able to attract back foreign investors stung by a govern- 
ment debt default in August and the collapse of the Russian 
stock market. For his part Primakov said be was convinced 
investor confidence would return, promising that “the effec- 
tiveness of my government will show that you can trust Russia. 
“Russia will remain faithful to the partnership and cooperation 
accord between Russia and the European Union,” the premier 

added. Both men underscored that “the stability ami balance of 

Russia is the stability and balance of Europe.” 

Thousands of Colombian kids work 
for army, paramilitaries 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Known as “little bees” and ‘ Tittle 
bells”, thousands of children are working in Colombia for the 
army, guerilla units and paramilitary forces, many in violation 
of international norms. Human Rights Watch said in a report 
While most of the children are over 15 years of age, all rides 
are increasingly recruiting younger children which is strictly 
forbidden by international conventions, said the repeat 
Paramilitary units are the worst offenders, recruiting thousands 
of children as young as eight to patrol alongside adults, the 
human rights group said, adding that in some units, half of the 
fighting force is made up of children. Among leftist guerrillas, 
up to 30 per cent of their force are children, who are made to 
gather information, manufacture and hide landmines, and in 
ambushes against law enforcement units and paramilitaries. If 
they run away, the report said, the children are branded desert- 
ers and can be executed as soon as they are captured- The 
Colombian army and police force have recruited more t h a n 
15,000 children, who are called “little bells” because they usu- 
ally take up vanguard positions, warning of an impending 
attack and running the highest risk of death or injury. The guer- 
rillas call their children “little bees,” because they sting the 
enemy before they know they are under attack, said the report, 
issued here Thursday. 

Rwanda to release 10,000 prisoners 
accused of genocide 

KIGALI (AFP) — Rwanda Friday announced the imminent 
release of 10,000 prisoners accused of taking part in die 1994 
genocide of ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus. Speaking on 
national radio. Justice Minister Faustin Nteziryayo said the 
release would affect prison as lacking or having incomplete 
legal files. “Rwanda is a country which must respect human 
rights, so it was incomprehensible that people were detained for 
four years without files.” said Nteziryayo. Thursday, all of 
Rwanda's public prosecutors, as well as envoys from the 
defence and interior ministries, met to discuss the decision. No 
dates have been set for the first releases because authorities 
want to organise awareness campaigns across the countiy to 
guarantee the safety of the freed prisoners. Several people 
accused of taking part in the genocide have been killed after 
being freed in Rwanda, notably in the southern region of Butarc 
and the southwestern region of Cyangugu. Some 1,500 prison- 
ers have been freed recently, mainly because of their age. poor 
health or incomplete paperwork. Rwandan prisons currently 
hold more than 132,000 people accused of taking part in the 
genocide, during which between 500,000 and 800,000 people 
were killed. Around 100 death sentences have been 
down, leading to 22 public executions in April. 

Russian mafia suspect to face 
Swiss criminal trial 

GENEVA (AFP.) — Suspected Russian mafia boss Seiguei 
Mikhailov will be tried in Geneva ai the end of November on a 
senes of criminal activity charges, a Swiss court ruled Friday. 
The court approved a request by Geneva’s public prosecutor fer 
the case be heard by a correctional court, which metes out less 
severe punishments than higher courts. Mikhailov, 40, has been 
detained for two years in Geneva on charges including money 
laundering, belonging to a criminal organisation, falsifying 
documents and breaking real estate laws. Some three million 
Swiss francs ($Z3 million) have been blocked in bank accounts 
linked to him. However, the presumed godfather, known popu- 
larly as “Mikha,’ will not be tried for money laundering, with 
which he was also originally charged. This allows him to 
appear in the lower court The trial is scheduled to begin Nov. 
30 and be faces a maximum prison sentence of seven and a half 
years. Mikhailov came to Switzerland from Vienna in 1995 and 
in October 1996 was arrested while living with his wife and 
two children in die southern canton ofVaud. He is suspected of 
heading the mafia clan Solntsevskaka, named after the Moscow 
quarter where most of its members live and which is thought to 
specialise in racketeering. Mikhailov, who left Moscow in 1993 
for Vienna, has denied any links with organised crime. 

Serb government bans 
foreign-origin broadcasts 

BEUjRADE (AFP) — Q ting “NATO's threats of armed 
attacks, die Serbian government Friday banned retransmission 
of foreign radio programmes by independent broadcasters. The 
ton, published gs ^decree in the official gazette, targets am ong 
^teVoiCe cf^ca-RadioF^ BBCari 

Deutsche Welle, although none ms specified!* name. Local 
rad.o aanons ui Serbia frequently retransmit jiqgrammes in 
the Seth language from those broadcasters. The decree bans 
"the reproduction or transmission, in pan or in whole, of pro- 
grammes or texts by foreign news broadcasters which damage 

ELSST* k-T aTO ’ D * “ ,hich spread fear, panic or 
defenan. or which natively affect citizens' willingness to 
preserve the integrity of Sertna and Yugoslavia.” Offeodere are 
Uable to belemporanly forbidden to wotk and have their 
mSf c ™ fisc f <r to be fined up wlO.OOOdhSJs 
if Ub .i <aBOn decree Mowed a waning to inde- 


Portuguese writer Jose Saramago smiles in front of a huge poster of himself during a 
news conference. Saramago was awarded the 1998 Nobel prize for Literature. At left 
is Saramago’s wife Pilar del Rio (Reuters photo) 


‘Nobel prize triumph 
for Portuguese’ 


FRANKFURT \ <Rj' . — 
Portuguese writer . Jose 
Saramago Thursday hailed his 
Nobel Prize for literature as a 
great victory for the 
Portuguese language. 

“The Portuguese language 
had to wait 100 years for this,” 
the jubilant 76-year-old author 
told a hastily convened press 
conference at the world’s 
biggest book fair after he won 
the coveted prize. 

Saramago was just about to 
board a plane back to his 
home on the Spanish island of 
Lanzarote when told news of 
the prize. “A couple of min- 
utes later and I would have 
been aboard the plane,” he 
said. 

The author, faced with 
dozens of clamouring 
reporters at the Frankfurt fair, 
said his first reaction was: 
“That’s great bur I am still 
going to catch the plane. But 
my publisher said ‘Forget it, 
we are going back'.” 

Savouring Portugal's first 
Nobel literature prize, he said: 


“There have to be ways and 
means of protecting the lan- 
guage so that it does not 
become a museum, but is 
something that is alive ... The 
writer's role is to protect it and 
work with it" 

He said that winning the 
Nobel prize would not save 
the Portuguese language but at 
least it would help protect it. 
“Portuguese will become 
more visible and more audi- 
ble," he added. 

Saramago won a purse of 
7.6 million Swedish crowns 
($985,000) from the academy 
in Stockholm. 

Asked what he would do 
with the prize, he joked with 
reporters and asked: “Have 
you any suggestions?’ 

He said he would certainly 
not be going out to buy three 
cars or four video recorders. “I 
shall not be going to the casi- 
no and gambling," he pledged. 

“We are so used to the fact 
that writers should be poor ... 
You never ask a tennis player 
or a football player what he is 


going to do with all the money 
he earns," he said. 

His award sparked scenes of 
.jubilation as his publisher and 
agent embraced, waved red 
roses and toasted each other in 
champagne. 

Among the first to congratu- 
late Saramago was his former 
German publisher Michael 
Naumann. designated as 
Germany’s culture minister in 
the newly elected Social 
Democrat-led government. 

He was overjoyed, telling 
reporters: “This is very impor- 
tant for Portugal because you 
have to understand that a land 
that has been so marginalised 
can become known in the 
whole world in the area of lit- 
erature. This is great for a 
small country.” 

His publisher. Jose Oliveira 
of the Caminho publis hing 
house, said "This is wonder- 
ful for Portugal as a nation. 
We have never won a Nobel 
prize. This is all very sudden. I 
am very shocked” 


Snake believed 
to have bitten boy 
on board plane 


PERTH. Australia (AP) — 
Ansett Airlines grounded one 
of its planes to search for a 
snake after a 6-year-old boy 
was bitten by a deadly taipan 
thought to be on board, the air- 
line said Friday. 

Ansett spokesman Peter 
Young said the Australian air- 
line was notified Sunday that 
the boy had been bitten and that 
his mother believed it had been 
on board the plane during a 
cross-country flight from 
Melbourne k> Perth the previ- 
ous day. 

He said the A-320 Airbus 
was searched by seven experi- 
enced snake catchers when it 
landed in Adelaide on the 
return flight, and was searched 
again by snifter dogs and fumi- 
gated on its return to 
Melbourne. 

“We’re absolutely satisfied 
that there is no snake on that 
aircraft.” Young said Friday. 

Khyl Hardy was taken to a 
hospital early Sunday after his 
mother Melissa noticed he was 
shafting. She said he bad been 
vomiting during the 4 1/2-hour 
flight to Perth, but she had put 
it down to motion sickness. 

When he was taken to the 


JoondaJup Health Centre, urine 
tests and a swab confirmed he 
had been bitten by a taipan. 

Hardy said she believed Khyl 
was bitten just prior to takeoff 
when he bent down to pick up 
a lollipop he had dropped. 

“He bent down to pick it up. 
He said he’d hurt his leg, but I 
just ignored it. I just thought he 
was being silly and told him to 
get back on the seat,” she said. 

“Within a few minutes he 
started throwing up.” She said 
she noticed puncture marks in 
Khyl's left leg when putting 
him to bed later that night, but 
she suspected it was a spader 
bite. 

The medical centre's emer- 
gency services director. Dr 
Garry Wilkes, said Khyl was 
treated for dehydration, but (bat 
no anti-venom was needed. 

He said Rhyl's good recov- 
ery indicated the snake was 
only smalL 

Young said technical staff 
had removed panelling inside 
the plane to look for the snake, 
and that the air conditioning 
had been switched between hot 
and cold to .alternate dw. t&fr { 
perafore . m* abid? 
snake oul 


Europe resigned to long 
Clinton probe, weaker U.S. 


PARIS (R) — Europe 

Friday displayed grim resig- 
nation to a drawn-out 
impeachment investigation 
of President Bill Clinton it 
feared would paralyse 
Washington’s leadership at a 
time of great global danger. 

Several European newspa- 
pers, keeping to a minimum 
their coverage of Thursday 's 
House of Representatives 
vote to open a formal 
impeachment inquiry, 
echoed Clinton's appeal for 
a “timely” inquiry and his 
acknowledgement that the 
matter was “not in my 
hands.... There is nothing I 
can do.” 

Clinton is struggling to 
conduct business as usual in 
the face of a threatened 
world economic downturn 
and a crisis over Kosovo, 
where NATO may be only 
days away from launching 
air strikes against 
Yugoslavia. 

The Times of London said 
the president could short- 
circuit the impeachment 
process only by resigning or 
iujly admitting petjuty.,-. ; 

ft ; wsults 

might afiow Mr. dime® to 


survive and serve out his 
term. This is hardly an 
attractive manner in which 
to approach the constitution- 
al question of ‘high crimes 
and misdemeanours’. It is. 
though, the path tbat 
appears to lie ahead.” 

In France, only the conser- 
vative Le Figaro put news of 
the vote on its front page, 
while several other dailies 
ignored the subject altogeth- 
er. 

“As in Watergate, the 
investigation launched yes- 
terday has no limit on its 
length, which could tempt 
the Republicans to leave the 
White House simmering in 
the juices of impeachment,” 
the newspaper said. 

Clinton's attempts to 
remain an active leader 
“cannot disguise the reality: 
eight months of scandal 
have weakened, even dis- 
armed, the man said to be 
the most powerful in the 
world,” it said. 

French popular opinion is 
strongly behind Clinton, 
who.jte seenfoy rthe public 

British'- Prime Minister 


Tony Blair has also made 
clear that London will stand 
by Clinton, stressing the 
importance of Anglo- 
American ties. 

Bur a member of bis cabi- 
net, International 

Development Secretary 
Clare Short, broke with her 
boss and said she thought 
Clinton should step down. 

“I think in our system any 
prime minister caught out in 
a similar way would go.” 
Short said on BBC televi- 
sion. 

“I think a politician that’s 
done ihat much, told that 
many lies, isn’t really fit to 
be a leader. But the 
American people appear to 
take another view,” she said. 

In Rome, the daily la 
Repubblica ran a front-page 
editorial on what it called 
“the latest American folly”. 

“Country of madmen, 
founded by madmen, made 
great by madmen, America 
has committed its latest 
folly and formally opened 
an impeachment inquiry 
into its own president, and 
aU. fqsir 1 - - what else? a 
mad ^toryT.the newspaper 
said. 


“Or at least that’s what 
we’d like to believe, we 
Europeans, lucid and ratio- 
nal enough to have pro- 
duced — this century alone 
— Hitler, Stalin, the Great 
War... and ‘ethnic cleansing* 
in the Balkans,” it contin- 
ued. 

La Repubblica said 
Clinton was caugbt in an 
“infernal machine”, trapped 
into a mad, unstoppable 
march towards collective 
destruction. 

Danish daily Berlingske 
Tidende wrote in an editori- 
al that the impeachment pro- 
ceeding “rumbles on in a 
sequence that smacks more 
and more of political perse- 
cution and a lack of respon- 
sibility by leading U.S. 
politicians. It is truly not a 
pretty sight.” 

In Spain, the Barcelona 
daily La Vanguardia wrote 
of its fear that conservative 
members of Congress would 
now use the vote “to 
impeach a president who 
two years ago won election 
by a margin of four million 
votes and wbois still backed 
by 60 per cent of the peo- 
ple.” 


Holbrooke in 11th hour 
talks, tells Milosevic 

NATO ready to acts 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
U.S. envoy Richard 
Holbrooke held 11th hour 
talks Friday with Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic, warning him 
NATO was “intensifying ' 
preparations for action” to 
force an end to Belgrade's 
offensive in Kosovo. 

“There has been no 
change in the situation ... it 
remains extremely serious,” 
Holbrooke told journalists 
in Belgrade before going 
into the new talks shortly 
after midday (1000 GMT). 

“NATO continues and is 
intensifying pl annin g and 
preparations for action, and 
we are continuing and 
intensifying diplomatic 
efforts to see if that is going 
to be necessary or not.’’ he 
said. 

The U.S. envoy held three 
rounds of fruitless talks 
with Milosevic earlier this 
week, prior to Thursday's 
meeting in London of the 
six-nation Contact Group 
on the crisis in Kosovo 
where Milosevic’s forces 
have conducted a brutal 
crackdown on e thni c 
Albanian rebels seeking 
independence. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook warned Friday 
that “NATO’s planning is, if 
necessary, for successive, 
co-ordinated attacks which 
would make sure President 
Milosevic could not contin- 
ue to deploy the heavy mili- 
tary that he has in Kosovo.” 

“I have said before that if 
force is the only language 


that President Milosevic 
understands, Britain is 
ready to back force,” Cook 
said. 

His French counterpart 
Hubert Vedririe, . ; Was.- 

alsoal 

was officially quoted as say- 
ing later that the group had 
ruled out “resorting to 
immediate massive strikes” 
in favour of “progressive 
and interspersed” action 
alongside resumed political 
efforts. 

The Contact Group laid 
down six conditions with 
which Milosevic had to 
comply, including a halt to 
hostilities, the withdrawal 
of Serb forces, access for 
humanitarian organisations, 
the return of refugees and 
the start of real negotiations 
with the Kosovo Albanians. 

Holbrooke confirmed that 
the six powers at the meet- 
ing — the United States, 
Britain, France; Germany, 
Italy, Russia — had “unani- 
mously backed” a new 
round of talks in Belgrade. 

Russia notably continued 
to resist the option of air 
strikes, advocated mainly 
by the United States and 
Britain, warnings of “dire 
consequences” if NATO 
pressed ahead with military 
action. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
Friday redoubled efforts to 
avert military action. “We 
cannot allow a NATO strike 
to happen there,” Interfax 
quoted him as saying during 
a Kremlin meeting with 
Defence Minister*’ Igor 


Sergeyev. 

Britain and the United 
States Thursday said they 
were prepared to launch 
NATO strikes against Serbia 
^ ritionfipom 


lionatiy been stippottive of * 
the Serbs. U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
stressed Russia did not have 
the power to veto such 
strikes. 

Meanwhile in the embat- 
tled southern Serbian 
province, the Albanian-lan- 
guage daily Koba Ditore 
reported that the rebel 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
(XL A) had declared a uni- 
lateral ceasefire, effective 
Friday. 

The province’s main- 
stream political leader 
Ibrahim Rugova for his part 
told local journalists that 
Serb military and police 
forces had not withdrawn 
but were continuing to shell 
villages in central and 
northern Kosovo. “Serb 
forces have not withdrawn 
from Kosovo,” he was quot- 
ed as saying. 

He charged that any Serb 
police movement in the 
province was simply “a 
repositioning of their forces 
in Kosovo’’ 

A Western diplomat in 
Kosovo said Thursday that 
while some paramilitary 
police units had been with- 
drawn there remained oth- 
ers in sensitive areas that 
were preventing those peo- 
ple displaced by the fighting 
from returning home. 


Bosnian mass grave 
believed biggest found so far 


SARAJEVO (R) — A 
mass grave found in east- 
ern Bosnia this week may 
be the biggest so far, con- 
taining the bodies of some 
300 Muslims, government 
officials said Friday. 

They said experts had so 
far found 160 bodies of 
victims of the 1992-95 
Bosnian war. There were 
indications of many more 
lying in the grave by the 
village of Glumina, near 
Zvornik, which is close to 
the border with Serbia. 

“~We have every reason 
to believe that we are 
working on the biggest 
mass grave discovered so 
far,” Amor Masovic. head 
of ihe state commission 
for missing persons, told 
Bosnian television. 

He said the bodies were 
well preserved and identi- 
fication would be made 


easier by the possibility of 
taking fingerprints from 
some of the victims. 

More than 200,000 peo- 
ple were killed in Bosnia’s 
43-month ethnic war 
between Muslims, Croats 
and Serbs. Zvornik. like 
other towns in eastern 
Bosnia, was “ethnically 
cleansed” by Serb forces 
which expelled or killed 
Muslims living there 
before the conflict. 

In what is considered the 
war’s worst atrocity. Serb 
forces in 1995 allegedly 
massacred thousands of 
Muslim men near the town 
of Srebrenica, some 30 km 
southeast of Zvornik. ■ 

Jasmin Odobasic, 
deputy head of the miss- ’ 
ing persons commission, 
said the victims in the 
newly discovered grave 
were believed to be 


Muslim civilians killed in 
1992. 

The bodies were packed 
in plastic bags with the 
insignia of the JNA, the 
Yugoslav People's Army, 
Odobasic said. The bags 
were numbered and one 
with the number 297 had 
been found. 

Experts would continue 
their work at the site 
Friday and Saturday, 
Odobasic told Reuters. He 
said the previous biggest 
mass grave, near the town 
of Kljuc in northwest 
Bosnia, had contained 188 
bodies, also Muslims. 

Newspaper Dnevni Avaz 
said some 400 mass 
graves had been located 
around Bosnia and that the 
region around Zvornik 
was one of the worst. The 
town is now part of 
Bosnia’s Serb Republic. 
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ead f r °_ f Ihe opposition’s centre-right Freedom Alliance, applauds 
'STf.® a yote of confidence which toppled Prime Minister Romano I'rodi’s 
8 ^? F ? U -TiT 8 th f " ,thdrawaI of support by his Marxist allies, Prodi lost by 

one vote, 312 to 313. and later tendered his resignation to President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro (Reuters photo) * 


Communists topple Italy’s 
first centre-left government 


ROME (AFP) — July’s first 
post-war centre-left govern- 
ment fell Friday after Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi lost 
a confidence motion on his 
1999 draft budget by just 
one vote. 

Prodi, who came to power 
in May 199b, handed in his 
resignation to President 
Oscar Luigi Scuilaro, who 
asked him to head a caretak- 
er government pending his 
replacement. 

Scalfaro must decide 
whether to cull for a new 
government formation or 
for elections. 

“I am not bitter,” com- 
mented Prodi after the 
speaker of the lower house 
of parliament, Luciano 
Viuianic, announced that 
313 members had voted 
against Prodi \ ccntre-lcfi 
coalition government, and 
3 1 2 in favour. 

Thunderous applause 
erupted from right-wing 
deputies, who had begun 


baying for new- elections 
shortly after Prodi's 
Communist allies rejected 
the draft budget and with- 
drew their lynch-pin support 
for the coalition earlier this 
week. 

There were no abstentions 
among the 625 deputies pre- 
sent from a total of 630 
seats. During the debate 
which preceded the vote. 
Fausto Bertinotti, general 
secretary’ of the Refounded 
Communist Party, accused 
Prodi of “continuing with 
die Christian Democratic 
policies which have been 
pursued for the past 50 
years." 

His voice thick with emo- 
tion, Bertinotti said: "You 
did not listen to us. Your 
finance bill is a sandcastle 
which u-ilJ be blown down 
by the winds of recession. 
After two years of sacri- 
fices. there has yei to be a 
start to your social policy” 

Communist opposition to 


the budget stemmed from 
the lack of provision for u 
reduction in working time, 
along the lines of France's 
35-hour week. 

Prodi had sought 
Thursday to secure the votes 
of around 20 dissident 
Communists unhappy with 
Bertinoni's hard line, with a 
promise to speed a bill on 
the 35-hour week through 
parliament. 

Armando Cossuua, who 
resigned from the 
Refounded Communis; 
Party presidency in dis- 
agreement with Beninoui. 
had indicated he w ould sup- 
port Prodi in the vote. 

But it was not enough. 
Prodi's hopes of taking the 
government to its full five- 
year term and becoming the 
longest- serving since 1945. 
were dashed after just two 
and a half years. 

As head of Italy's 55th 
post-war government, Prodi 
survived longer than all but 


one of his predecessors and 
earned admiration abroad 
for his endeavours to groom 
the Italian economy for the 
European single currency. 

The Milan stock exchange 
went from a rise of over one 
percent to a drop of 2.75 per 
cent upon hearing of Prodi’s 
fall. 

After the vote. Prodi paid 
tribute to his wide coalition, 
which he satd had shown "a 
broad degree of cohcsivc- 
ness." 

Scalfaro will now be 
expected to decide whether 
to call for the formation of a 
new government — includ- 
ing one led by Prodi — or to 
call new elections. 

Leader of the right-wing 
opposition Freedom Pole, 
media magnate Silvio 
Berlusconi sounded posi- 
tively gleeful at the outcome 
of the vote. 

“It’s an optimum result. 
Now. we need elections.” he 
declared. 


Massimo D'Alema, leader 
of the main coalition party, 
the Left Democrats, said; 
"We cannot rule out 
recourse to elections as a 
solution ro this crisis.' 1 
Prodi's foreign minister, 
Lamberto Dini, said he was 
"extremely bitter and 
shocked" by the result. 

"We wanted to know if we 
had a majority or not. we 
rook a risk and now we face 
change,” said Dini. who, as 
a former minister in 
Berlusconi's right-wing 
government, was far- 
removed from ihe staunchly 
left-wing fellow coalition 
members. 

Prodi opted not to push 
the outer reaches of his wide 
grouping as far as to bring 
in the centrist Democratic 
Union for the Republic. Jed 
by former president 
Francesco Cossiga. 

Cossiga hit back with an 
appeal to his group to vote 
against the prime minister. 
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Recognition of gay couples at stake in French parliament 


PARIS (AFP) — France's 
parliament Friday opened 
debate on a highly contro- 
versial scheme to give gay 
and unmarried couples new 
rights that the church and 
conservatives claim will 
undermine the institution of 
marriage. 

The plan by the ruling 
Socialists to allow horned 
sexual and heterosexual 
couples to officially register 
their union has unleashed a 
storm in France, with oppo- 
nents viewing it as a form 
of gay marriage that will 
pave the way to gays adopt- 
ing children. 

“Homosexuals have the 
right to exist but society 
should not encourage or 
favour such unions," said 
the head of the neo-Gaullist 
RPR opposition group in 
the National Assembly, 
Jean-Louis Debre. “The 
government is stripping 
marriage of its sanctity." 

As the Socialist-led gov- 


ernment commands a 
strong majority in the 
National Assembly, or 
lower house, the scheme is 
expected to be adopted in 
voting that had been sched- 
uled for next Tuesday but 
may be postponed until 
Oct. 27. 

And with 900 amend- 
ments already filed and 
controversy about the 
scheme subsisting across 
the political spectrum, the 
final legislation may be 
revised. 

Under the initial scheme, 
known as the Civil 
Solidarity Pact (PACS), 
couples living together 
would be able to register 
their union “whatever their 
sex to organise their com- 
mon life", gaining inheri- 
tance, housing and social 
welfare rights, as well as 
the right to pay joint taxes. 

With four to five million 
people living together “in 
sin” and 39 per cent of chil- 


dren b«m mu of wedlock in 
France. Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin has described 
(he scheme .is a way of 
bringing legislation in line 
with contemporary social 
trends. 

It would give gay couples 
for the first time a gamut of 
rights while common-law 
couples wuuld see existing 
rishts enhanced. 

“The PACS will affect 
neither the family nor mar- 
riage," Justice Minister 
Elisabeth Guigou said. “It 
is not a first step towards 
homosexual marriage." 

Interrupted repeatedly by 
the opposition, Guigou' told 
parliament: “This govern- 
ment will never propose 
adoption nor artificial pro- 
creation for homosexual 
coupled. This majority will 
never adopt any such text." 

The legislation was out- 
lined to counter the distress 
faced by gays living in cou- 
ples who can lose their 


homes, businesses and be 
left penniless after the 
death of a companion due 
to a lack of recognition and 
legal rights. 

But the Roman Catholic 
church. along with 
Protestant, Jewish and 
Muslim leaders, has sharply 
condemned the plan as a 
threat to the institution of 
marriage, a pillar of society. 

In a statement last month, 
French bishops said the bill 
would make marriage 
"pointless and ... risks a fur- 
ther destruction of the cou- 
ple and of the family.” The 
modem tendency for people 
not to get married should 
not become the social 
norm, they said. 

"We must all prove we are 
tolerant and accept that oth- 
ers do not all live the way 
we do,” said leftwing 
deputy Jean-Pierre Michel, 
who introduced the draft 
bill. “The religious authori- 
ties have a backwards view 


of homosexuality which 
they see as a pathological 
problem." 

But the rigluwing opposi- 
tion too claims the bill is 
futile, saying gays could be 
given rights through leg- 
islative amendments rather 
than through the new PACS 
contract, which they see as 
a form of marriage. 

And opposition to the 
scheme has been voiced 
across the political spec- 
trum, notably among the 
country’s 36.000 mayors, 
who since 1802 have offici- 
ated at civil weddings, the 
only marriages legally 
recognised in France. 

.Around half the mayors, 
some of them Socialists and 
Communists, have warned 
they will refuse to register 
gay unions, forcing the 
government to propose that 
the PACS be signed in law 
courts rather than in town 
halls. 


Glenn strapped 
into shuttle for 
countdown drill 


Amnesty slams Blair for ignoring 
human rights on China visit 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., 
(R) — Tliirty-six years after 
last preparing for a rocket mis- 
sion, Sen. John Glenn was 
scrapped Friday aboard the 
shuttle Discovery on the 
launch pad for a full dress 
rehearsal of his Oct. 29 return 
to space. 

Glenn and six crewmates 
went through the motions of a 
normal countdown, part of 
routine training for every space 
shuttle mission. 

Wearing bulky, bright orange 
pressure suits, the astronauts 
took their seats in the .shuttle’s 
cockpit on the launch pad. 

The 77-year-old outgoing 
senator from Ohio, the fifth 
man in space and the first 
American to orbit the Earth, 
lobbied NASA to let him fly 
aboand the shuttle in the name 
of geriatric research. 

NASA provided live televi- 
sion coverage and commen- 
tary of the countdown practice 
as though it was the real thing. 

“Everything proceeded very 
smoothly in this dress 
rehearsal,” NASA spokesman 
woman Lisa Malone said from 
the launch control centre. 

The routine training session 
typically receives little or no 
press coverage. But Glenn's 
presence attracted dozens of 
reporters and photographers to 
the Kennedy Space Centre 
complex. 

Tbs media throng may even 
have been responsible for a 
communications glitch during 
the countdown. A launch con- 
troller speculated that the large 
number of television satellite 
trucks and transmitters may 
have caused interference. 

Friday's fake countdown 
ended with a simulated shut 
down of Discovery's three liq- 
uid-fuelled main engines, five 
seconds before the shuttle 
would normally blastoff. 

The astronauts were then to 
practice an emergency evacua- 


tion of the spaceship as though 
there was a danger of fire or 
explosion. 

Earlier this week they 
received training on how to use 
a slide wire system to escape 
the launch pad in a hurry and 
lest drove an Ml 13 armoured 
personnel carrier they would 
ride to safety. 

At a launch pad news confer- 
ence Thursday, Glenn hud to 
fight off criticisms, many from 
retired astronauts that his mis- 
sion was the ultimate congres- 
sional junket, having more to 
do with public relations than 
scientific research. 

"I’m not buck as legislative 
passenger’’ he insisted. “I'm 
buck as a science passenger 
and that was the basis on 
which 1 was selected." 

Three-time shuttle flier Mike 
Mullanc. writing recently in 
the trade magazine Aviation 
Week and Space Technology, 
questioned the wisdom of fly- 
ing a 77-ycar-old on the shut- 
tie. 

“Not only will the mission be 
ieopardised by Glenn’s pres- 
ence, so will the crew" he 
wrote, explaining that Glenn's 
age could hamper an emer- 
gency escape from the NASA 
orbiter. 

Mullane had logged 356 
hours in space before retiring 
from the astronaut corps in 
1990. He said he also doubted 
the validity of Glenn s geriatric 
studies. 

“If such research is needed, 
you would think NASA would 
have selected more senior citi- 
zens or a doctor of geriatric 
studies for the latest asironauL 
class. A ’one data point’ Glenn 
mission doesn'i sound like 
good science." he said. 

According to Mullane, it was 
Glenn’s career as a senator 
rather than an astronaut that 
won him the seat on the shut- 
tle. 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Amnesty International 
Friday criticised British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
for brushing Beijing's 
human rights record under 
the carpet during his five- 
day visit to China. 

“Mr. Blair neglected a 
number of opportunities 
this week to address specif- 
ic human rights publicly," 
said the director of 
Amnesty's British arm, 
David Bull, in a statement. 

“Mr. Blair’s commitment 
to constructive dialogue 
with China rather than 
‘grandstanding’ or ‘hector- 
ing’ need not have prevent- 
ed him from making a 
robust public statement on 
human rights." 

In Hong Kong Friday, 
Blair insisted he had 


BANYOLES, Spain (AFP) 
— Spanish authorities con- 
firmed Friday that 20 
French pensioners died 
and 20 were injured on the 
overloaded pleasure boat 
that sank here, while two 
people reported missing 
had not boarded the vessel. 

The Oca sank Thursday 
just 10 metres from the 
shore of Lake Banyoles in 
northeast Spain, officials 
said. 

Eighteen of those were 
expected to leave hospital 
and return to France on a 
specially chartered plane 
Friday afternoon. 

The remaining two, who 
are more seriously injured, 
will remain in hospital in 
the nearby town of Gerona. 

The victims were French 
pensioners, mostly from 


“forcibly" raised human 
rights during talks this week 
with President Jiang Zemin 
and Premier Zhu Rongji. He 
said he made clear his dis- 
agreement with China's 
rights record. 

But Amnesty said the pre- 
mier should have used 
either the article he penned 
in the Chinese Communist 
Party mouthpiece. the 
People's Daily, or his inter- 
view on Chinese TV, to 
address the people of China 
directly on human rights. 

“Tony Blair and Zhu 
Rhonji claim to have 
opened a 'new chapter' in 
Anglo-Chinese relations. 
Sadly it appears to he anoth- 
er in the same old story — a 
story in which human rights 
have a lower priority than 
economics and trade” said 


Normandy and the Vendee 
region in western France, 
who were holidaying in the 
Catalan area. 

Another special flight 
was due to arrive with the 
uninjured survivors back in 
France Friday afternoon. 

Families of the dead 
were meanwhile to identi- 
fy the bodies in Gerona 
while the boat itself is 
expected to be refloated 
for experts to assess the 
cause of the accident. 

All the phone lines from 
the hotel where the tourists 
were staying were engaged 
late Thursday as survivor* 
let their families know they 
were alive and whether 
they had lost partners. 

Norben Goujon, one of 
the survivors, said: "We 
had hardly left the quay 


Bull. 

Amnesty’s criticism 
echoed that of Hong Kong 
Democratic Party leader 
Martin Lee, who furiously 
accused Blair of failing to 
stand up for the ex-British 
colony's interests and 
human rights during his 
visit to China. 

Lee told a news confer- 
ence Friday after a 30- 
minute meeting with Blair 
that the British premier’s 
visit seemed designed "with 
trade and commerce in 
mind and practically noth- 
ing else.” 

He ridiculed the British 
commitment to an ethical 
foreign policy, saying: “I’m 
afraid as a result of this visit 
to China it looks like an 
economic foreign policy to 
me." 


when all of a sudden the 
boat broke up in the 
water." 

Survivors said the boat 
sunk veiy quickly in calm 
waters and nothing hinted 
at the accident about to 
occur. 

The French parliament 
paid its respects to the vic- 
tims Friday morning with a 
minure’s silence at the 
opening of its sitting. 

French Tourism Minister 
Michele Demessine visited 
the survivors Friday morn- 
ing as well as going to the 
site of the accident where 
the electric-powered boat 
went down. 

Officials suspect the 
accident was a result of the 
boat being overloaded. 


20 French dead in 
Spanish boat accident 


: Pakistan parliament passes 
contested Islamic law bill 


; ISLAMABAD /.AFP) — 
I Pakistan’s national assembly 
; passed a constitutional amend - 
I ment Friday giving wide pow- 
j ers to the government to 
j enforce Islamic Sharia law. 

• Amidst shouts of “shante. 
} shame” from opposition MPs, 
i the lower house carried the bill 
| by 151-16. 

1 Prime Minister Nawaz Shari f 

| made changes to the original 
[ draft in a bid to secure unanim- 
; icy. But opponents say it still 
I gives the government sweep- 
} ing powers. 

Sharif welcomed the vote. 
He said the "sole" aim was to 
ensure social justice, end cor- 
ruption and wipe out “lawless- 
ness, murders, gangrapes and 

banditry.'' 

The bill, now goes to the 87- 
member Senate for endorse- 
ment and would become law 
once signed by President 
Mohammad Rafiq Tarar. But it 
is likely to face greater opposi- 
tion in the Senate where the 
government does not have the 
two- thirds majority needed to 
push it through. 

Under the bilk the govern- 
ment must "take steps to 
enforce" Sharia law, to estab- 
lish Salat, the practice of pray- 
ing five times a day. and to 
administer the Islamic charity 
tax, Zakat. 

The government will "pre- 
scribe what is right and forbid 
what is wrong” under Sharia, 
promote Muslim morality and 


act to cnulicuie corruption and 
ensure “substantial" socio-eco- 
nomic justice. 

The provisions will override 
"anything contained in the con- 
stitution, any law or judgement 
of any court.” 

Five members of Christian 
and other minority parties, 
along with 12 from the 
Munahidda Quumi Movement, 
which is an ally of Sharif, 
abstained from the voting. 

The assembly, dominated by- 
Shari fs party, threw out oppo- 
sition amendments. Opposition 
members have said the bill w-as 
"dangerous" but their shouts 
during the vote were drowned 
out by government MPs. 

Khurshid Ali Shah, deputis- 
ing for opposition leader 
Benazir Bhutto who is abroad, 
said the amendment would 
"destroy" the constitution and 
arm the government with dicta- 
torial powers. It will make the 
Supreme Court and the entire 
judiciary' "irrelevant,” he said. 

"Please give up this danger- 
ous game.” Shah pleaded. 

Naveed Qamar, another 
leader from Bhutto’s Pakistan 
People’s Party, said the govern- 
ment move would create 
"chaos” and expose the people 
to arfrirnuy interpretation of 
Sharia by the government. 

Maulana Sh Irani, a clergy 
from Jamiat Ulema Islam, said 
his party had "reservations" 
although it supported enforce- 
ment of Islamic law. He said 


the legislation was unwamani- 
ed since the constitution 
already had sufficient Islamic 
provisions. 

“I am sure nothing will 
change.” he said, noting that 
“none of you heeded the Friday 
prayer call from the mosques 
today" as members rushed to 
pass the bill. 

Pakistan is headed towards a 
“hell of lot of confusion," said 
Asfandyar Wali, a leader of 
opposition Awami National 
Party. 

Sharif, speaking about 
changes to the bill made by the 
cabinet Wednesday, said the 
government had withdrawn a 
clause allowing a simple 
majority for the adoption of 
future Sharia-related constitu- 
tional amendments. 

Another provision giving the 
government authority to issue 
Islamic “directives'* had also 
been withdrawn, he said- 

Declaring the aim of the law 
was to ensure socio-economic 
justice and end corruption and 
crime, Sharif said that under 
the existing system there is “no 
room" for the government to 
achieve these objectives. 

“I do not seek any powers for 
myself— I already have enough 
powers,” he said 

“We want to make Pakistan a 
cradle of peace, progress and 
social, economic and legal jus- 
tice," he said 


Taiwan: Springboard to the Asia-Pacific 


IN TODAY’S global econo- 
my, the world is integrated as 
never before, and every 
region has a crucial role to 
play. This is particularly true 
for ’the Asia-Pacific. In "1985. 
the Asia-Pacific region 
accounted for 1 S per cent of 
global trade: by 1997. this 
figure had risen to 26 per 
cent. The region also leads 
the w'orld in shipbuilding and 
the manufacture of consumer 
goods and information tech- 
nology products. Even with 
the recent financial crisis ami 
subsequent slowdown in 
growth, Asia remains a huge 
marker and vast potential. w 
Recognising that Taiwan is 
uniquely endowed to serve 
local and multinational 
enterprises as a base of 
investment and operations in 
this region, the ROC govern- 
ment has been actively pro- 
moting Taiwan as an ’Asia- 
Pacific regional operations 
centre. The goal of this pro- 
ject is to foster on the island 
a highly liberalised and glob- 
alised economic environ- 
ment, thereby encouraging 
the smooth flow of com- 
modities, personnel, capital, 
and information. By upgrad- 
ing the overall economy, the 
ROC government hopes to 
transform Taiwan into a very 
open market where entrepre- 
neurs are willing to invest 
and develop high-value 
added industries such as 
manufacturing, sea trans- 
portation, air" transportation, 
finance, telecommunications 
and media. 

And what makes Taiwan 
ideal? One is geography. 
Taiwan sits at the centre of 
the Asia-Pacific region. The 
average flight time from 
Taipei to seven major cities 


in Asia and the Pacific (i.e.. 
Sydney, Singapore, Tokyo. 
Seoul. "Manila, Shanghai and 
Hons Kong) is only two 
hours and 55 minutes. The 
average time required to sail 
from ~ Taiwan’s Kaohsiune 
Harbour to Asia’s five other 
largest international ports 
t Singapore. Tokyo. 

Shanghai. Manila, and Hong 
Kong) is also the shortest at 
onlv"53 hours. 

Taiwan enjoys an advanced 
industrial base. In 1997. 
Taiwan enterprises were the 
world's top manufacturers of 
over 15 products. 10 of 
which w'ere related to infor- 
mation technology. 

Currently. 60 per cent of the 
world's computer mother- 
boards and 40 per cent of 
personal computers are man- 
ufactured in Taiwan. Taiwan 
also benefits from a strong, 
resilient economy, as illus- 
trated by the island's relative- 
ly favourable performance 
during the region's recent 
economic turmoil. Several 
factors contribute to this 
resiliency: a high rate of self- 
financing among entrepre- 
neurs, sound financial struc- 
tures. and the flexibility to 
rapidly respond to change. 
Another important influence 
is the ROC government’s rig- 
orous proniution of its liber- 
alisation strategy, aimed at 
sharpenine the competitive 
edge ofTaiwan’s enterprises 
in the global market. 

According to U.S. credit 
rating agency Standard & 
Poor's. Taiwan ranks just 
below Japan and Singapore 
in terms of credit risk. And in 
its Annual Global 
Competitiveness Report for 
1998. the International 
Market Development Group 


placed Taiwan at number 16. 
The IMD also affirmed 
Taiwan’s strength in science 
and technology, ranking the 
island seventh. This ranking 
represents an impressive 
advance from Taiwan's 1992 
science and technology rat- 
ing of 19. Indeed, after sur- 
passing Hong Kong in 1995 
and Singapore in 1998, 
Taiwan's scientific and tech- 
nological prowess stands 
second only to Japan in the 
Asian region. 

Scientific and technologi- 
cal talent, a comprehensive 
industrial structure, conve- 
nient transportation and 
telecommunications facili- 
ties, and flourishing entre- 
preneurial spirit all underpin 
the solid foundation on 
which Taiwan is being devel- 
oped into "science and tech- 
nology" island. The ROC 
government is now labouring 
to further prepare Taiwan for 
the 21st century, promoting 
government reengineering, 
pursuing public infrastruc- 
ture projects under the Buiid- 
Operate-Transfer (BOT) 
model, and pushing for fur- 
ther improvements in the 
investment climate. At the 
same time, the ROC is also 
actively seeking to attract tal- 
ent from arouncl the world to 
come to Taiwan in an effort 
to enhance research and 
development capabilities 
within Taiwan industry. 
Taiwan now looks forward to 
the day when, as is now said 
of the U.S.’s Silicon Valley, 
people will proclaim: “No 
matter where you come 
from, you can always make 
your dreams come’ mie in 


your 
Taiwan.” 


\ 
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Valuable process 


NOW THAT His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, has again 
called for involving academia in the 
national decision-making process, will 
this government finally take heed, where 
all others have failed to? 

It is a verity that most ill-conceived 
policies in the developing world can be 
attributed to lack, or better still, neglect, 
of sophisticated and thorough study and 
assessment of national issues. This 
unfortunate fact, often compounded by 
“know-it-all” arrogance on the part of 
governments, is frequently a recipe for 
disaster. 

A tried and true prescription in the 
developed world is the solicitation of 
universities and institutions of higher 
learning in providing valuable assistance 
to the decision-makers of their govern- 
ments. There is significant merit in both 
empirical and theoretical research in 
gathering information on issues of con- 
temporary concern, analysing and inter- 
preting the data objectively and scientif- 
ically and not only presenting it to deci- 
sion-makers but engaging them in thor- 
ough discussions of the findings. The 
first problem is to convince the decision- 
makers that their policies could be bet- 
ter directed with academic advice. The 
second is to guarantee that academics 
can pursue their work unhindered with- 
in an ethical framework that conforms 
to the country's laws. 

The invitation to academia to play a 
more visible role in shaping the 
Kingdom’s policies is certainly wel- 
comed. If applied, the concept will help 
widen the base of tbe decision-making 
process and render it more enlightened 
and sound. This would also mean that 
the different ministries and governmen- 
tal agencies would make full, use rather 
than dismiss or fear academic contribu- 
tions to national consensus. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i's Mahmoud Jbour said the recent national 
conference on unemployment did not discuss the 
political factors affecting the population/resources 
formula, and how to achieve at least a minimum 
balance between the two. He added that the confu- 
sion of the issue was not for internal reasons, but 
because of the political chaos created from the 
immigration of Palestinians, in the midst of a bad 
and worsening economic condition. Arabs did not 
support the Kingdom in integrating the Palestinians 
in the country, the writer claimed. At the same 
time, Jbour said, Israel’s stubborn policies keep 
worsening the situation, and he urged all involved 
parties to solve the matter. 


A1 Dustours editorial commented on HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan the Regent's meeting with the acad- 
emic sector, saying it will ensure the continuity of 
dialogue and partnership between the government 
and all society’s sectors. The academic sector 
enjoys a unique position in the civil community, 
and has responsibilities to modernise and enlighten 
society. The Regent called upon academics to be 
more effective in dealing with issues of national 
concern in order to create an objective dialogue 
based on accurate information, study and research, 
the editorial said. This is a basic condition for 
achieving economic and social development. 
Prince Hassan also called for using qualifications 
and capabilities as objective standards to evaluate 
general performance and achieve fairness. This is a 
frank call to equalise all society’s parries, said the 
editorial. 



Jordanian Perspective 


Dr. Musa Keilani 


The murky scenario ahead 


THIS WEEK, the three most influential leaders of the Islamic 
movement in Jordan walked into the Iranian Ambassador's 
office to express their willingness to mediate between 
Teheran and the Taleban movement which has strong ties 
with Jordanian mainstream Islamists here. A few days later. 
Dr. Arabiyat, Dr. Farhan and Muslim Brotherhood leader 
Dimebat visited tbe Syrian charge d'affaire to express soli- 
darity with Damascus in its confrontation with Ankara, thus 
echoing the popular pulse of Jordanians who held rallies voic- 
ing support for Syria. But we can only hope against hope that 
this Thursday's border skirmish between the Iranian army 
and fighters of til e Afghan Taleban militia will not lead to a 
full-scale war between the two Muslim neighbours. 

The thought of an armed conflict is much more alarming 
when seen against the many other bad signs and a foreboding 
that all conflicts in the region could be coming to a head-on 
clash at the same time: The Turkish-Syrian crisis is threaten- 
ing to erupt into a war that would definitely drag in their 
neighbours. There is mounting Arab frustration over the dead- 
locked peace process. Palestinians are feeling singularly help- 
less against Israeli intransigence despite what is touted as a 
breakthrough as represented in the agreement for a U.S.- 
Israeli -Palestinian summit in Washington on Oct. 15. 

The stand-off between Iraq and the United Nations over 
arms inspections, with Baghdad insisting on a definite sched- 
ule for an end to the crippling sanctions imposed on it, seems 
to be leading into mili tary action a gains t Iraq — there are no 
immediate indications of such action, but Washington will 
undoubtedly act if the crisis is prolonged 

[ran and the Taleban have been rattling their sabres at each 
other for several weeks, and the Iranian military build-up on 
die bottler with Afghanistan was largely seen as undermining 
Taleban morale and bringing to heel the dominant Afghan 
militia for having allowed the slaughter of Iranian diplomats 
and officials. 

However, as we have witnessed in the past and particularly 
in this region, full-scale wars begin with border skirmishes, 
and it is highly possible that tbe Iranian army, eager to display 
new fighting skills learnt from the eight-year war with Iraq, 


might take its enthusiasm too far and touch off a fully-fledged 
conflict 

There are many theories that explain why there could be an 
Iranian desire to go to war with the Taleban, but none makes 
much sense, given thai the Iranian army could not hope to win 
a conflict in Afghanistan; there is little ground to believe that 
Iran might succeed in what the once mighty Soviet army 
failed to accomplish. 

Regardless of the immediate context and outcome of an 
Iranian -Tal eban war, we cannot but voice fear that any con- 
flict pitting the two does not bode well for anyone in the 
region. . 

Indeed. Iran would only be walking into a trap if it gets 
bogged down in a war with the Taleban. Surely, the strategists 
in Tehran are not naive enough to interpret the American mis- 
sile strikes in Afghanistan in August and repeated affirma- 
tions that there could be more of the same, as an amber sig- 
nal for Iranian action against the Taleban. 

The issues here are so intertwined that it is difficult to see 
any sense emerging from the behaviour of the various parties 
involved. 

And that brings up many questions on the possible scenar- 
ios. Some of diem would appear indeed as far-fetched, but 
what we have seen happening around us in the past 50 years 
really is far fetched: How is Iran going to react to possible 
Turkish mili tary action against Syria? In the event that an 
armed conflict breaks out on the Iran- Afghan front, what Iran 
do to help its long-time ally Syria against the Turks? How 
will, or can, Iraq respond to an appeal for help from Syria, its 
new-found friend, eager to prove it is indeed a reliable ally in 
times of need? And how is tbe Arab World at large going to 
respond ro Turkish military action against Turkey? Will the 
Arab states declare war on Ttnkey in line with the ill famed, 
defunct Joint Arab Defence Agreement? What will be the 
U.S. reaction to an Irani an-Taleban war? Would it sit back, 
rubbing its bands as one of the its sworn enemies, Iran, fight 
it out with another sworn enemy, the Taleban? Or will 
Washington, by proxy, ask for Israeli help to hit either or both 
— Iran with a view to taking out some of the newly-acquired 


Iranian weaponry including Strihab 3^ missis sites, and. the 
Taleban with a view to “eliminating the traornt training 
ramp s in Afghanistan and taking out Osama Ben Ladmand 
supporters? Indeed, it will be the realisation of the sweetest of 
cbSms for Israel to see aU these disputes flaring up at the 
.same rime without being directly involved. ... 

The perfect scenarios for Israel would be Iran getting 
locked into a war with Afghanistan and unwittingly allowing 
Israeli jets to bomb both Hizbollah bases m Lebanon as well 
as Iranian nuclear installations, regardless of their purpose 
and function. Similarly, a Turkish-Syrian armedconflict 
would allow Israel to both step up pressure on Damascus 
through Lebanon and also “take out” what Israeli nuhtaiy 
brains consider as the threat posed by Syna s possession of 
long-range missile installations. 

Obliterating Iranian nuclear facilities, destroying Hizbollah 
infrastructure, and Syrian long-range missiles would go down 
well with tbe Israeli public, which in turn will boost the polit- 
ical fortunes of Benyamin Netanyahu. It will allow 
Netanyahu to generally neutralise the so-called challenge 
posed to him by his hardline rivals who are threaten i ng to boh 
the coalition if he returns any more land to the Palestinians 
(not that he is exactly very anxious to return the land, but he 
seems to think that ceding the lOper cent he has agreed to is 
inevitable, hoping it will be the only territory that Israel win 
ever relin quish to the Palestinians!. 

The scenarios get muririer as we look deeper into the possi- 
bilities. But there is no doubt that we, Arabs and Muslims, 
will be the net losers whatever direction the events take. 

It is difficult for us in Jordan to believe that the Muslim and 
Arab worlds are blind to the dangers that loom ahead. What 
is difficult to accept is the Muslim and Arab inaction against 
what could nun out to be a devastating blow, not only to tbe 
Arab and Muslim potential, but also to the very concept of 
regional security and a collective stand against common chal- 
lenges. Jordan, among all Arab states, has the best ties with 
Turkey, and Syria is an adjacent Arab brother, which makes 
our Hifemma more acute. Moreover, the region has hardly 
recovered from the carnage already infli cted upon it 



Out of Order 


Brian Brown 


Lessons from nature 


AN INTERESTING news item came to my 
attention the other day: a group of nature- 
lovers on a boat near Australia were reported 
“horrified” to see several killer whales, or 
orcas. kill a baby humpback whale. I had to 
laugh when I read the article. Nature-lovers 
upset at seeing nature? They're called “killer’' 
whales for a reason, and it’s not because of 
their manners. I imagine a group of people 
whose contact with nature consists of having 
watched both episodes of “Free Willy,” then 
going on this little trip and being sorely disap- 
pointed that some uncouth orcas messed 
everything up. “Don't look, honey, those ani- 
mals are acting like animals!” 

Despite this unsavoury encounter, people, 
for a number of reasons, are generally inter- 
ested in animals. They're fun to watch, as 
attested to by the popularity of such pro- 
grammes as National Geographic and Mutual 
of Omaha's Wild Kingdom, and fun to eat. as 


attested to by the popularity of McDonald’s 
and Taco Bell. But I think the main reason 
people like animals so much is because their 
behaviour can tell us about who we are: our 
reactions, the way we developed, the way our 
society is structured, and other important 
things. They also sometimes unwittingly 
reflect our own behaviour, allowing us to 
analyse it and leam. 

Unfortunately, it seems that humanity still 
has much to leam. I’m not one of these people 
suggesting that humans go back to living in 
caves or give up technology or anything like 
this. Much has been written about how ani- 
mals don’t have war, greed, poverty and all of 
these other social ills, which is true. The rea- 
son behind this is clear, animals don't possess 
the minds or opposable digits to invent any of 
these things. Despite all of the negative results 
from mankind's march towards progress, 
there have also been a few good ideas and 


inventions. 

The main problem so far in the history of 
h umani ty has been a lack of means or desire 
to utilise these high achievements towards the 
betterment of people as a whole. Many rear 
sons for this, some as ancient as mankind’s 
journey to the bipedal posture, could possibly 
be found in the general way and under which 
institutions humans interact with one another. 
If people are seriously interested in eliminat- 
ing so-called “animal-like” behaviour (such 
as the predatory oica-idlls-humpback-whale 
example noted above — it happens every day 
in every society!) from their environment, 
more thought should be given to what exactly 
makes us superior, then refining these traits 
while discarding what remains. 

Exactly what these are may be more diffi- 
cult than most people think. There are numer- 
ous animal-like traits and needs that, no mat- 
ter how far the human race progresses, will 


always remain: food, water and, let's face it. 
sex. It’s time to martial our resources, get our 
act together and show those bastard animals 
who’s really in charge. 

RECOMMENDED READING: “ Invisible 
Man/’ by Ralph Ellison. This book tells die 
story of a black man living in the U.S. in the 
late 1940s or early 1950s who is forced to 
move from the Deep South to New York. The 
nameless protagonist is successively 
betrayed by aU the institutions he knew as a 
youth and others that he becomes pari of in 
a bid to assert his identity in a world gone 
mad. Published in 1952, nearly a . decade 
before the civil rights movement in the US. 
became a national issue ** Invisible Man n 
paints a bleak picture of the ties and illusions 
behind the ideology and promises of society. 


The writer is on the editorial staff at the 
Jordan Tunes. 


Zionist myths and a simple case of theft 


By ZaklO. Nabobs 


INArtmtf ‘“nevexpenses-spareffl advertising campaign to 
lure more Russian Jews to immigrate to Israel, Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu staled “The reason is sim- 
ple. It's what we are here for tbe in gathering of the exiles. 
Having renewed Jewish sovereignty in the land of tbe 
Jews, we warn to bring Jews [oE/kzYisraeT 

One of the lingering tragedies of this cefflmy was indeed 
perpetrated under the pretext of the Zionist myth of “tbe 
Promised Land:’' the belief that the land of Palestine was 
promised by God to become the eternal homeland for die 
Jewish people. 

It is sometimes very tempting to get carried away, amidst 
the prevalent falsification of tbe origins and history of tbe 
Palestinian tragedy, and actually start believing some of tbe 
lies that are being told For there has been over the last half 
century a deliberate and overwhelming campaign of obfus- 
cation of the simple facts lying at tbe core of the Arab 
Israeli conflict — aided and abetted by a ctxtscience- 
stricken, and too often indfferati. imperialist West. 

Tbe concerted global effort at misinformation and 
deception has succeeded in transforming one of the sim- 
plest and roost blatant acts of theft and dispossession into 
one of tbe seemingly most complex lemtorial disputes in 
history. On the ground where it matters, the Palestinian 
plight has been obscured to insignificance. Today, tbe 
Palestinian cause is being drowned in a pitiful and irrele- 
vant quagmire over Israeli withdrawals from percentages 
of percentages of non-viable and unsustainable tiny self- 
ruled cantons. Meanwhile, the economic and social condi- 
tion of tbe majority’ of the Palestinian people is catastroph- 
ic, to say the least. In tbe resulting confusion, the essence 
of the Palestinian tragedy has been completely overlooked 
and fotgonen. 

In such a situation, there is nothing more diffiailt than re- 
defining tbe obvious and illuminaring (be truth. There is 
nothing more difficult than un-telling tbe lies and invali- 
dating the myths. Indeed, it is an exacting task to ask the 
world to return toils sanity, to ask people to become human 
again. But at the same time, nothing is more condemnable 
than accepting this situation by refraining from speaking 
out. 

When you hear Isaelis and Zionists so fervently express 
their God-given religious right to “return to tbetr land” after 
spending millennia in “exfie" — with absolute obvious- 
ness to ^ fete of tbe f^Iestinianinhabitanls of tiMlarxi— 
you cannot help but wonder at the sort of hypnotic spell 
that completely paralyses tbe listener from pointing out the 
monstrous absurdity of this argument and the horrendous 
implications of its flawed logic. 

When you hear such people casually repeat that they 
“spent three thousand years away bom home," the obvi- 
ously ludicrous presumption should be immediately 
detected: any human being's life-span hardly ever exceeds 
one century, and unlike the Palestinian refugees — who 
still cany the keys to their robbed and confiscated houses 
and farms — no living Jew can profess to rememlxr what 
it was like when his ancient ancestors supposedly lived in 


Palestine thousands of years ago. Unlike today's 
Palestinians — who have been living in Palestine without 
interruption for tbe last fourteen centuries— no living Jew 
can claim to long forretuming toa land which neither hun 
nor any of his living family or memorable ancestors have 
ever inhabited Unlike the Palestinians — who were 
forcibly tpooted firm their homes and livelihoods — no 
living Jew can claim to have endured any kind of suffering 
whatsoever by virtue of being banished from any form of 
habitation of the land of Palestine. 

Yet such absurdity is being propagated tbe whole time 
by respectable and intelligent people the world over. The 
‘Promised Land" atgumeot is constantly reiterated with 
zealous conviction everyday by politicians, solders, rabbis, 
historians, settlers, journalists and aO other Israelis and 
Zionists alike. What is striking is that the audience for such 
absolute lolly are not flabbergasted by its immense insani- 
ty as they ought to be. For there is no more twisted logic 
than that which lays biblical claims that are thousands of 
years old to ownership of an inhabited land in order to take 
it over and drive its population into exile or sub-human 
existence. There cannot be any more chaotic and ridiculous 
consequences that can result from the ^plkation of such 
logic in the world today. Any form of logical deliberation 
over this concept is instantly murdered when your adver- 
saries imagine tha they hold a direct prontise for its imple- 
mentatkm from the Almighty Himself. Indeed, history has 
taught us. there is nothing more destructive to humanity 
than a baseless and oppressive idea whose proselytisers 
self-rightecusly proclaim lo represent and enact the will of 
God. 

Ibis incongruous biblical argument of tbe “Promised 
Land" has been tirelessly repealed in so many instances 
and at each available opportunity that raticmalandotdinaiy 
peapk in the Wfest seem to have grown imnuine to its utter 
incoherence and are no laager able to see through its very 
flimsy moral texture. It is baffling to witness bow such a 
lapse of rudimentary logical aptitude can plague an entire 
civilisation and become urriverealiy digestible. 

B ut this is not without a good explanation. The atrocious 
crimes committed by Nazi Germany against the Jewish 
people have had an immeasurable impact upon the Jewish 
cause, and especially upon their quest to establish an inde- 
pendent state. Continuously and manipulatively reminding 
the world of the ugliness of the Holocaust has meant that 
the price of establishing such a state would always become 
justifiable — no mater what side-effects it may entail. 
Whenever the Western world would come close to consid- 
ering the toll of the inhumane policies of the Israeli bully it 
helped to create and aim, it suddenly becomes haunted by 
the memory of the Holocaust— a memory made vividly 
unforgettable by die unrelenting Jewish propaganda 
machine. Any attempt lo challenge tbe madness is readily 
categorised under rwtoriously unfoipving accusations and 
labels of 1 “anti-semitism." But two wrongs can never make 
a right. Maiginalismg die suffering of the ftdestiman peo- 
ple by invoking the numerical proportionality with (he 
Holocaust is a fotile exercise in the quantification of pm 
AD infliction of suflering is equally unjustifiable, regard- 


less of how many people you have to IdlL The Jewish peo- 
ple will simply lose the essential moral grounds to their 
claim tha drey have been wronged by the wodd when they 
— the supposed victims — are seen to dispossess, perse- 
cute and dehumanise an entire people. 

The historic facts are weD documented. In 1947, the 
indigenous Palestinian Arab population owned — private- 
ly or publicly — 93 per cert of the counny, with the Jewish 
community owning only 7 per cent. On 29 November 
1947, the United Nations adopted Resolution IS1, parti- 
tioning Palestine into separate Arab and Jewish states. 
Already it was a bizarre application of tbe principle of 
national setf-detennination: a full 86 per cent of the land 
allotted to the poposed Jewish stale was Paired nian -mhah - 
ited and owned land, with its Jewish citizens in a slight, btn 
distinct, minority position. Contrary to some entreat 
defeatist views, tire Arab rejection of this grossly unfair 
partition plan was, of course, perfectly imderstanlable. Tbe 
aftermath of thatU-N. decision was predictable. The result- 
ing war led to the displacement of nearly one million 
Palestinians and to the Israeli conquest of a further 25 per 
cent of territory oo top of what had been reserved for the 
Jewish state. The massacres of civilians and the orchestrat- 
ed depopulation and obliteration of entire villages during 
that period are now recognised by prominent Israeli histo- 
rians. Moshe Dayan, the one-eyed military figure who led 
all of Israel's wars, stated in his address to the Techmon, 
Haifa in 1969 (as quoted in tbe Israeli daily, Ha'aretz, 4 
April 1969): 

“Jewish villages were txufr. in the place of Arab villages. 
You do not even know the names of these Arab v illages 
and I do not blame you because geography books no 
longer esdsL Not only do the books not exist, the Arab vil- 
lages are not there either. Nahlal arose in tbe place of 
Mahlul; KfljHwtz Gvat in the place of Jibta; Kibbutz Sarid 
in the place of Huneifis: and Refer Yehnshu'a in the place 
of Tal A1 Shuman. There is not (me single place built in this 
country that did not have a foimer Arab Population." 

What Dayan failed to add, bowewsr, was that the sur- 
vivors of these villages still live in squalid refugee ramp; 
in the West Bank, Gaza, Jordan. Syria and Lebanon until 
tins very day. 

In 1967, and contrary to the widespread Israeli lie, it was 
Israel who invaded and occupied the rest of Palestine the 
Golan Heights and the Sinai desert under the pretext of an 
imminent Arab attack. A farther wave of nearly half a mil, 
lion refugees fied thdrhomes in fear of repetition d the 
carnage that accompanied the 1948 war. Today there are 
4.7 million Madmans in the wodd. out of which 3.4 mil- 
lion are registered with UNRWA as refugees. 

So, the focts of this apparently petploting conflict are in 
feet uniquely simple. For there has never been in history 
sudiasnaigbtforw^casetfdi^xKsessirmand rH spla cg -- 


one million of which came to Israel only since 1990. These 
people came from all over tbe wodd None of them have 
ever set foct in Palestine before and tbey have come to take 
a land that was not [heirs. We should neverfoiget this basic 
feet This is the foundation of our grievances. Any other 
attempt to deviate from this historical truth is yet a further 
distraction from tbe origin of our case. 

In a message to what be called “the Jewish Coaumnuties 
of the Diaspora" on the Occasion of Israel's 50th anniver- 
sary. Benyamin Netanyahu stated: 

‘T am certain that a majority of the Jewish people will be 
living in Israel by the time we celebrate die state's 60th 
anniversary.” 

Of course, no mention was even made of bow Israel 
plans ro physically absorb such a number without expand- 
ing in all directions — let alone displacing the current 
Palestinian population in the Wfcst bank. But this is not the 
only problem with Jewish immigration to IsaeL The 
notion that Jews from different countries have a siipeaor 
right to live in Palestine than that of tbe native Palestinians 
lies ai the heart of the morally indefeoabte teachings of 
Zionism. The Israeli Law of Return of 1950 gives any Jew 
— defined as “a person who was bom erf a Jewish mother” 
— the ! automatic right to Israeli citiz enship and the inalien- 
able right to live in Israel. The imbedded racism in this 
Zionist scheme speaks for ilsdf . 

The consequences of this unending influx of immignMS 
to Israel are rapidly becoming visible. More and mere 
Palestinians will have to lose more h omes and lands, and 
more settlements wfll continue to be b uilt in their place. 


— r— vi. iMiMuij uouieuuj hit: rdJuuuiuii 

Authority shrinking at each new procrastinated negotia- 
tions session, h wfll not be very long before there wtD 
remain nothing to negotiate about Houses are demolished 
and land is confiscated every day. The conclusion of this 
®pksh/e situation is too obvious: Israel would eventually 
need to take further bites off its neighbours to axommo- 

riar<® ire pmnrvtinA *~ 


■w id wqsmaiDg population. 

In the midst of all this madness, we must never relent in 
clearing the thick misL Our case is tar too simple bo 
becooK confined to a stalled dispute about fractions of 
kadi rcdeplqymeots. % have to continue to call things 
by their names. Wfe have to fearlessly atriculate to the world 
all the insane teachings of Zio nism. We lave to make it 
known that for every Russian cr any other Jew immigrat- 
ine to Israel, there k mwu ^ 


homekss. Indeed, far tbere ever to be a peaceful and just 
QXKisteQoe, we need to regain our conviction in the 

nmvrarKrril r _ _ ■ 


ulation. Although Jewish immigration to Palestine stand 
at the beginning of this oemury, until 1948 the Jewish pop- 
ulate of Rdestine did not exceed 40Q$00. Between 1948 
and 1969 alone, nearly 15 million Jews immigrated to 
land. Another 13 million immig ra n ts followed, neatly 


* .. •» — ”*** GA|AAG UiC lUUJdUKlwu 

of Israel’s occupation and theft of our land, fb^ 
theft We have to 

gft back a tbe nwts of die Pales tinian tragedy. And we 
have to teU our story. Afl other venues of here, whetter 
tneywaild come from the Arabs, oc even the Palestinian 

Kaderstap, seem to have been dosed 


The wmer is an attorney working with die United 
Nanais Compensation Commission in Geneva. He cm- 

trdxaeddasartictetotheJordmTtmes. 
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A case of incurable optimism 


Peggy mdiednca weeks ago after a prolonged 
fight with Parkinson s Disease 


By Robert Fisk 
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YEARS BEFORE her death, rav mother told me 
there must be no black ties’ at her funeral 
'■Everyone must wear bright clothes,” she said' 
‘There must be lots of flowers and happv 
hymns.” And a few days ago. in the beautiful lit- 
tle church at Banning, just outside Maidstone 
she had the funeral she asked for. There were 
mountains of flowers, not a black tie in sight — 
even the bearers wore casual suits — and the 
congregation sang “All things bright and beauti- 
ful" But my mother’s death was not as she 
would have wished. And it was certainly not a 
d ffs th she deserved. 

My father, Bill, was much older than Peggy 
already 47 when he married her in 1946. He was 
borough treasurer of Maidstone and a son of the 
former first mate of the Cutty Sark, the sailing 
dipper that is now in permanent dry-dock at 
Greenwich. Peggy was 26, the daughter of well- 
to-do Kentish caK-proprieiore. Both had served 
their country. Bill was in the trenches of northern 
France in the World War I (Battle of Arras. 1918 ) 
and, as head of the local Home Guard in 1940, 
was asked by MI6 to lead a Maidstone resistance 
organisation to harass the Nazis after the expect- 
ed German invasion; I still possess my father's 
ambitious plans for blowing up Maidstone East 
railway station and the adjoining high level 
bridge over the river Medway. My mother joined 
ibe RAF during the Battle of Britain, mending 
Spitfire radio sets at RAF Western Zoyland; her 
sister trained air gunners in radio navigation. 

Peggy became a flame of optimism over my 
young life. "Everything will always work out 
alright in the end,” she used to say to me. And 
when I once asked what was the point of strug- 
gling with my homework when we were all 
going to die one day, she replied: “By the time 
you grow up, they may have found a cure for 
that,” In a way, my mother did believe in immor- 
tality and I took her incurable optimism with me, 
thousands of miles from Kent to Afghanistan, 
through the terrible battles of the [ran- Iraq war 
and to the conflict in Lebanon. 

But there was another side to Peggy. As father 


fretted in retirement, she became a magistrate. I 
recall how oue day, gently arguing with my 
father, Peggy said, quite sharply; TTtc accused 
often tell the truth — and 1 don’t always trust 
policemen." As a small boy, the first book she 
urged me to read on my 'own was the Diary of 
Anne Frank — because .she wanted me to under- 


‘Why do we not 
rage against 
those who 
accept that our 
betters are right 
preferring 
missiles to 
medicine?’ 


stand die nature of goodness. During the Israeli 
siege of Beirut in 1982, she discovered a rare 
telephone line into the Lebanese capital from 
Maidstone and used it to tell me how she 
deplored the cruelty visited upon the Palestini- 
ans. She asked me repeatedly why governments 
spend so much money on guns. 

She took up painting, water-colours and oils, 
still life and portraits. My father was a loyal man. 
He could be proud and generous but also censo- 
rious and authoritarian and he sometimes bullied 
Peggy, although his closest friends would not 
have known this. As she looked after him in his 
Iasi years — he was to die in 1992. aged 93 — 
she talked quietly of the life of independence she 
would lead afterwards. She wanted to travel, to 
visit Lebanon and go to Ireland. She saw a life- 
time of painting in front of her. 

But just before my father died, she was told 
she had Parkinson's Disease and steadily lost the 


physical ability to live a dignified life — us sure- 
ly as she maintained the will to survive. Within 
four years, she could scarcely speak or walk. So 
she communicated by pointing with a stick, to 
letters on a piece of cardboard. Then she could 
no longer point. She insisted on moving around 
ibe garden of her home in a wheelchair. Then 
Peggy became too ill to move. Her last attempt 
to paint ended when she threw her brush onto the 
floor in frustration. Almost to the end. she 
believed they would find a cure for Parkinson's 
— the same "they” who might also one day find 
a cure for mortality. 

In her last days, Peggy lost the power to swal- 
low or eat and caught pneumonia. When I 
arrived home, she was desperately trying to 
cough, apparently drowning in her own lungs, 
weeping with pain. And as 1 watched her dying, 
I remembered the cast ot Bill Clinton's latest 
adventure in the Middle East; in all, the U.S. 
government spent £70 million in five minutes 
firing Cruise missiles into Afghanistan and 
Sudan. How much had it spent on investigating 
Parkinson's disease? How much, for that matter, 
had the British government spent? 

The day after she died — (here was no glim- 
mer of recognition or emotion, Peggy just 
stqpped breathing — 1 called the Parkinson's 
Disease Society in London. Each year, they put 
up between a £1 million and £1.5 million on 
research. So did the British government. But last 
year, an official for the society told me. the Med- 
ical Research Council stopped funding neuro- 
logical research: “no reason given." 1 called New 
York to talk to one of the tup Parkinson’s groups 
in the United States. Around £30 million was 
spent by the U.S. government on neurological 
research (not all on Parkinson’s), another £7 mil- 
lion by private organisations, around £2.5 mil- 
lion by the U.S. Defence Department (for veter- 
ans) and pharmaceutieal companies around £27 
million. So we — the West — were spending 
less on Parkinson's research in a year than we 
spent in five minutes on weapons. 

It was the kind of human lolly Peggy would 
have understood. And at her flowered fbneral, I 
decided to point this out. 1 suggested to her 
friends who came to Banning church that we 
spent far too much time accepting cruel deaths, 
uncomplaining when money which mighL have 



Peggy Fisk with her husband: In her own way she believed in immortality 


cured cancer or Alzheimer’s or Parkinson's was 
spent on weapons or military adventures. "Why 
do we not rage against those who accept the 
shameful idea that sickness must be ‘incurable,' 
that our betters know what they are doing when 
they prefer missiles to medicine?" I asked. “If 
resources had been better spent," I said, "Peggy 
would not have been in that coffin in from of the 
altar.” 

All this had an odd effect. You could have 
heard a flower petal drop when I was speaking. 
But the Rector, a kindly, intelligent man, though 
evidently not from Church Militant, responded 
with a prayer, saying he would "commit this 
anger to God” — which, of course, entirely 
missed the point. Unless there is a Heavenly Post 
Office which redirects packages of anger to our 
presidents and prime ministers, there wasn't 
much point in bothering the Almighty- It was 
Peggy's friends 1 was addressing. Some of them 


had told me of their own relatives who were 
dying of supposedly incurable diseases; yet I felt 
afterwards that 1 had failed to make them under- 
stand as surely as I had the Rector. 

They talked about Peggy being “at rest" now 
that she was do longer suffering. Letters arrived 
that spoke of Peggy's “release” — as if ray 
mother wanted to die. I heard from one lady 
about “God’s will" — which would suggest, if 
taken to its logical conclusion, that God was a 
sadist. If the message of Peggy's life was opti- 
mism and joy for others, the manner of her death 
— courtesy of our society’s inverted values — 
was totally unnecessary. My father, an old-fash- 
ioned man, would have condemned my remarks 
in the church. My mother might have objected to 
their vehemence. But she would have wanted me 
to tell the truth. 


— The Independent 
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Sudan’s pyramids are a rarely visited treat 


ByMatthew Green 

Reuters 


UKE A row of broken teeth, 
mare than 50 black, granite 
tombs rise out of the wind- 
swept desert at a lonely site 
infa-east of Khartoum. 

Visitor to Sudan’s best-pre- 
served pyramids, 200 km 
from die capital, can soak up 
the ambience in near solitude, 
in contrast to the bustle of 
Egypt’s Giza pyramids. 

T think there is a kind of 
soul here which is not in 


Egypt,” said French embassy 
employee Gregoire de Rivals- 
Mazeres. 

“Maybe it’s because it is 
less touristy and more silent" 
An incessant wind whips' 
between the ghostly ruins, 
erasing the footprints of visi- 
tors almost as soon as they are 
made. 

No coachloads of tourists or 
touts hawking camel rides dis- 
turb the calm. Business is 
slow for the four local boys 
selling home-made carvings 
and the solitary guide called 


Mohammad, who speaks a 
few words of English. 

Khartoum travel agents say 
that if Sudan's tourist industry 
■ever picked up, the pyramids 
would be a magnet for visi- 
tors*. 1 • ' 

‘It’s one of the few places 
for tourists in Sudan to go to," 
said Acropole Hotel manager 
Athanassios Pagoulatos, as he 
leafed through a brochure 
showing the ruined temples at 
Naqa and Musawwarat, 100 
km south-west of the pyra- 
mids, where statues of ele- 


phants and lions are scattered 
in the sand. 

Further north along the Nile 
banks are the remains of other 
pyramids that are now little 
more than piles of nibble. 

Pagoulatos said there were 
no organised tours, so visitors 
must pay around $160 to hire 
a four-wheel drive vehicle to 
get them there and back. 

Among the world’s poorest 
countries, Sudan could use die 
hard currency tourists would 
bring, but some fear any 
influx of foreigners would rob 


the pyramids of their magic. 

“Maybe in a few years there 
will be many people here." 
said Rivals-Mazeres. “I hope 
so for Sudan, but not for the 
site.” Previous visitors have 


not always been a blessing. 
Abdelbey Abdelsawi, senior 


inspector of the National 
Board for Antiquities and 
Museums, said Italian explor- 
er Ferlini had damaged many 
pyramids in a quest for trea- 
sure in the 1820s. 

Ferlini smashed the tops off 
40 pyramids in his clumsy 


The Saturday Crossword 


SEEING DOUBLE 

By Alan P. Ol sc h wan g, Huntington Beach. California 


ACROSS 
1 Etta social 
category 

B Fomwr Russian 
rider 

10 SM22A 
14 Spiral pin 
IB More prurient 

20 Zenith 

21 North Caro&na 
collage 

22 With io A, stern- 
screen star 

23 Domesticated 
guanaco 

24 Capacity 

25 Naval: pref. 

26 Surprise anacka 

27 Extend a series? 

30 Acquiescing 

32 Throw In the towel 

33 Tutor __ 

35 Aitracfive object? 

36 BUM i« 

40 Colonist 

42 inhabitant ot: outi. 

43 Israeli naflonalLS 
45 Fervor 

47 Brittance 
51 Law practice? 

53 Sacrifice pfay 

55 rang around the 
moon 

56 WWte-iafled 
European eagle 

57 Ltst-emfing abbr. 
56 Play producer 

60 Seed coat 

61 Whitney Houston's 
singing mom 

■B4 Dumbfound 
66 Existing naturally 
68 Bftrt 

70 Beat itt 

71 Keenly eager 


104 Antenna 

105 Oneotmewtsa 


106 Extensive 

109 Foster film Tittle 
Man ' 

in Olympic discus 
legend 

113 Trifling snub? 

119 Shopping centers 

120 Sugar source 

122 Fourth liDle 
plggle's bra 

123 Where lovers 
warn? 

124 ■ Gay" 

125 NOta _ (mark my 
words) 

126 Spanish cubist 
painter 

127 Inflames 

126 impudent 

129 Lose one’s salt- 
control 

130 Spflnter group 

131 Recipient 


72 Principal ore ot 


75 Argentine 
president 
79 ProfmdJtjr 

83 Andem Greek, 
coin 

S« Waits on 

86 OneoMfM 
DfMaggto brothers 
07 Stretch of time 

88 Saved by the _ 

89 Zeno ot _ 

90 Ultimate test? 

84 Reduce ttowteasy 
96 Oftheforahaad 
99 Penthouse port* 

100 Red or Yellow. e.g- 
102 Actress Fabray 


DOWN 

1 Hcte-maWng tods 

2 Rhythmic cadence 

3 Munich's river 

4 Partial: prel. 

5 Serene 

6 Ankle bones 

7 Sir Walter and 
Randolph 

8 _ vindt omnia 

9 Remission 

10 Cincinnati loam 

11 Pie _ mode 

12 Bad place tor 
Couples to be? 

13 Opposed 

14 Grooved B« 
muscle 

15 Get live nickels tor 
a quarter? 

16 Hold me throne 

17 Jockey Arcaro 

18 The Man Who __ 
There' 

28 Invitee 

29 New Jersey five 

31 Graders rival: 
abbr. 

34 Sfflwoiton 1/eei 
38 Nahuatl speaker 

37 High douds 

38 Mints 

39 Genetic letters 
41 Solar-lunar 

calendars 
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TMSPusteflOaoiwn 


48 Zhivago's beloved 

49 Landed 

50 Lacquerwate 

52 ■_ Not Unusual* 
54 MatfisUbj. 

58 Simas d agitation 

59 Brazfflan monkey 


62 Survives an easy 
round In the bee? 


44 Provide care 
46 Opposte Ot SSW 


63 Thtthert partner 
65 Eye covetously 
87 Silent assent 
68 Relaxation 

71 Set sights 

72 Large quantity 

73 Eve's son 

74 1970 hu by the 
Klnke 

75 HesAIty puffing 
surface? 

76 Incarnation d 
Vishnu 

77 Proclamation 
7B Director Howard 

80 Ofpunishmam 

81 Vestige 


82 More robust 
85 Shade iree 
SO Tailor'S tasks 

91 Lana-ciosslno 
turns 

92 Sponge 

93 Wrath 

95 inadmissible 
evidence 

97 Simplest ol 
procedures 

98 Chime 
101 _deco 
103 Ractei 

105 Soma pastimes 

106 Model Siewart 

107 Performs atone 
110 Bomb blast, in 

hewflnas 
112 Recedes 

114 Tipper's kul name 

115 Scuttlebutt 

116 Increase 

117 Employ 

118 FamSy chart 
i2i Alfonso's queen 
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hunt but found only one 
cache of gold. 

“I'm very sad he did that It 
would have been better if he 
had excavated the pyramids 
properly.” said Abdelsawi, 
adding that they still hid 
many secrets. “We lost a lor 
of documentation of the pyra- 
mids because his aim was not 
to study.” 

Abdelsawi said Sudan's 
ancient civilisation of Meroe 
built the pyramids to house 
their dead kings and queens. 

“It is a very important she... 
which we can say is a genuine 
Sudanese civilisation,” he 
said, explaining that the 
Meroite kingdom in Sudan 
lasted from the fourth century 
BC to the fourth century AD. 

A few kilometres from the 
pyramids, on the verdant 
hanks of the Nile, lie the ruins 
of the Meroites’ royal city, 
where the remains of a temple 
and baths cun be seen among 
the meadows. 

Abdelsawi said the 
Meroites worshipped the 
same gods as their ancient 
Egyptian neighbours, and a 
few of tbeir own such as 
Apedemek, who can be seen 
at the ruined temple at Naqa. 

"They inscribed him in the 
walls. The upper part is in the 
form of a human, the head is 
a lion, the rest of the body is a 
large snake,” he said. 

Wandering through the 
royal city, the guide suddenly 
stopped, digging in the dust 
with his hands to reveal the 
comer of a giant obelisk 
inscribed with alien-looking 
letters. 

“Meroite writing has never 
been understood.” he said. 

The unexcavated obelisk is 
left buried for protection. 

With even fewer archaeolo- 
gists visiting the area titan 
tourists, much of the pyra- 
mids' history remains an 
enigma. 


Aden’s last churches 
hold on for better 


days ahead 


By Haro Chakmalgiaii 

Agence France Presse 


ROMAN CATHOUCS 
once numbered as many 
as 35,000 in Aden. 
Father Matthew now cuts 
a lonely figure and 
counts himself lucky if 
more than half a dozen 
turn up for mass in St. 
Francis church. 

This impoverished and 
rundown port city in 
southern Yemen used to 
have 22 churches. But 
that was in another era, 
before the end of British 
rule in 1967. 

St. Francis and 
Christchurch of the 
Anglicans, both more 
than 100 years old, have 
survived the communist 
takeover in Aden, the 
1990 unification of this 
Muslim country and a 
north-south civil war in 
1994. 

But only just and only 
after a struggle. 

The other churches 
have been confiscated, 
their cemeteries dese- 
crated, including one 
turned into a football 
pitch, and last July, three 
sisters of the late Mother 
Theresa’s order were 
gunned down in Hodei- 
dah on the Red Sea. 

St. Francis has its front 
door and windows 
walled in as a precaution. 

Father Matthew blames 
Islamic radicals from the 
north and outside Yemen 
for the taunts of “donkey 
priest, get out” which he 
has to face at times, as 
well as for the two 
instances in which he has 
had a gun pointed at his 
head. 

Aden itself has long 
had a tradition of reli- 
gious moderation and is 
the only area of Yemen to 
tolerate churches at all. 

With plans afoot for an 
economic revival in 
Aden through the devel- 
opment of its port, the 
lonely 72-year-old priest 
is doggedly holding his 
ground, rather than leave 
Aden, until the return of 
better days. 

“If you give it up, then 
the church here will be 


lost forever. We won't be 
allowed to come back. It 
may be discouraging to 
see empty pews, but 
that's why we must hold 
on,” Father Matthew 
Uzhunnalil explained. 

“We hope that with the 
new port, the number of 
Christians coming to 
work and settle here will 
increase," said the Indian 
priest at his vast but 
empty residence, as over- 
head fans battled Aden’s 
humidity. 


Father 
Matthew 
has had to 
face taunts 
of ‘donkey 
priest, get 
out’ and 
twice had 
a gun 
pointed at 
his head 


Indian traders and 
labourers helped turn 
Aden, a fishing village of 
a mere 600 people when 
the British invaded in 
1839, into a bustling port 
city and colony. Many of 
them were Roman 
Catholics. 

Christchurch, which 
like St. Francis stands 
behind steel gates in 
Steamer Point in the hills 
of Aden, had a turnout of 
several dozens in the 
congregation last Friday 
for a farewell sermon by 
Reverend Tom Hamblin. 

He recalled how his 
church was destroyed, 
with only the shell left 
behind, by looters in the 


aftermath of the civil 
war, during which West- 
erners were evacuated 
across the Red Sea to 
Djibouti. 

“We had to wade knee- 
deep through rubbish just 
to get inside the church'’ 
and human excrement 
was piled up around the 
altar, said the 62-year- 
old Englishman. "My 
wife, Edna, and I cried 
for a week.” 

But backed by a fatwa, 
or Muslim decree, from 
Yemen’s religious leader 
assuring Christians the 
right of worship, 
Christchurch has been 
restored and a clinic built 
alongside to dispense 
free medical care to the 
neighbourhood. 

“We have good rela- 
tions with our neigh- 
bours. People wave when 
my wife takes the dog 
out for a walk," said Rev- 
erend Tom. 

But for more than a 
quarter of a century. 
Christchurch was closed 
on the orders of the com- 
munist rulers of former 
; South Yemen. It was 
used as a naval ware- 
house and its stain-gloss 
windows smashed. 

The military chaplain 
had to be evacuated with 
the British troops when 
Aden won its indepen- 
dence, unlike at St. Fran- 
cis where a priest stayed 
on throughout the city’s 
upheavals to man the 
church. 

Hamblin, who himself 
passed through Aden in 
1955 as an army medic, 
also recalled that Aden 
once had three syna- 
gogues and as many 
Hindu temples, one of 
which is still used today 
by three Indian families. 

A Jewish cemetery has 
suffered the same fate as 
its Christian counterparts 
and the only synagogue 
left standing in Aden is 
now a shelter for the des- 
titute. 
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Committee readies recommendations 
for Cabinet on reviving construction sector 
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Major Currencies '& Cross Rates 


Prices as at. 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 

AMMAN — Final recom- 
mendations aimed at reviv- 
ing the ailing construction 
sector have been approved 
by the Ministerial Develop- 
ment Committee and they 
will be on the agenda of the 
Cabinet this week. Public 
Works Minister Nasser 
Lawzi told the Jordan 
Times Thursday. 

Under the chairmanship 
of Taher Kan a' an. minister 
of state for development 
affairs, the committee met 
last week with the minister 
and secretary general of 
public works, presidents of 
the engineers and contrac- 
tors associations, head of 
the government’s Central 
Tenders Department apd 
the representative of the 
consultancy offices. 

At the meeting, the partic- 
ipants discussed the con- 
tractors’ demands which 
were based on the recom- 
mendations agreed at a 
1996 seminar on develop- 
ing the construction sector. 

“We decided to imple- 
ment the international 
FIDIC covenant but the 
committee's approval still 
requires a Cabinet’s deci- 
sion to be taken next 
week," Lawzi told the Jor- 
dan Times in an interview. 

He said that the current 
regulations of public works 
regarding tenders and con- 


sultancies do not fully 
apply the FIDIC (Federa- 
tion Internationale d'lnge- 
nieurs Conseilles) 

covenant. 

“By applying the FIDIC, 
contractors and consultants 
could resort to arbitration 
upon their request as stipu- 
lated in the FTDTC and the 
outcome will not be subject 
to the approval of the public 
works minis ter or the Cabi- 
net", Lawzi added. 

He explained that accord- 
ing to present regulations, 
“consultants and contrac- 
tors can call for arbitration 
when there is dispute, but 
the outcome is subject to 
the minister's approval at a 
certain level of value. Then 
the Cabinet can amend the 
value if higher than 
JD500,000" 

The construction sector is 
facing many problems such 
as the competition from 
foreign construction com- 
panies. which now control 
about 60 per cent of Jor- 
dan's construction sector, 
and the decline in licensed 
building areas in addition to 
tough requirements of con- 
tracts. 

According to recent Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan esti- 
mates. the licensed building 
areas declined dramatically 
by 17.8 per cent to reach 
4.5 million square metres in 
1997. 

Licensed residential 


buildings accounted for 
79.5 per cent of the total 
licensed areas in 1997 com- 
pared to 20.5 per cent for 
other purposes. 

The construction sector 
witnessed a boom in 1992 
upon the return of expatri- 
ates from the Gulf after the 
1990-1991 Gulf crisis. This 
sector was able to satisfy 
the high and unprecedented 
demand during a short peri- 
od. 

Then the construction 
activity started to decline 
gradually and suffered a 
major recession and retreat 
in the real added value dur- 
ing 1996 and 1997. 

The figures show the 
added value generated by 
the sector has declined by 
15.8 per cent in fixed prices 
last year compared to a 
drop by 6.4 per cent in 
1996. 

Consequently, the share 
of the construction sector in 
the gross domestic product 
has declined by a notice- 
able 7.9 per cent in fixed 
cost in 1996 to 6.5 per cent 
in 1997. 

"We also demanded that 
all government construc- 
tion projects exceeding 
JD 100,000 be entrusted to 
the Ministry of Housing 
and Public Works.'' Lawzi 
said. 

The minister added that 
participants in the meeting 
asked for improving the 


public works regulations 
currently applied in the 
government departments so 
that the decision for award- 
ing tenders “will be based 
on the most suitable prices 
and not necessarily the low- 
est.” 

Out of the 15 recommen- 
dations of the 1996 semi- 
nar, the minister said that 
only one was applied since 
IS months. 

“In awarding the consul- 
tancy tenders based on the 
most suitable price, we take 
out the lowest price and the 
highest, then we make an 
average of the other prices 
and we award within 10 per 
cent of that average," 
Lawzi said. 

He added that there is a 
suggestion to do the same 
when awarding construc- 
tion projects. 

Wael Toukan, chairman 
of the Jordan Construction 
Contracting Association 
(JCAA). said Jordanian 
contracting companies and 
engineering offices are ask- 
ing for the same tender 
privileges given to their 
foreign counterparts. 

He told the Jordan Times 
recently that contractors 
have approached the gov- 
ernment to fully implement 
the construction contrac- 
tors' law of 1987, especial- 
ly articles eight and 16 
“which will open new ven- 
tures to compensate for the 


sudden drop in the volume 
of projects." 

Article eight refers to the 
illegality of being a con- 
tractor in Jordan without 
registering at the JCCA, 
while article 16 stipulates 
that performance of con- 
struction contracts in the 
Kingdom is not allowed 
unless by a Jordanian con- 
tractor subject to the liabili- 
ty of annulment of the con- 
tract and the measures con- 
nected with iL 

“Non-Jordanian contrac- 
tors are allowed with Jor- 
danian contractors to par- 
ticipate in the performance 
of projects of specialised 
nature or projects financed 
by external development 
loans," Toukan said. 

“A technical committee 
decides if the project is of 
specialised nature and spec- 
ifies the basis of partner- 
ship and the conditions of 
joint ventures between Jor- 
danian and non-Jordanian 
contractors," he added. 

In his letter to Prime Min- 
ister Fayez Tarawneb, 
Lawzi clarified that the 
technical committee 

formed according to the 
construction contractors' 
law of 1987 is the autho- 
rised party which specifies 
the needs for the public 
welfare as mentioned in 
article 16 of the construc- 
tion law. 
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Main Equity Indices 


Frustration prevails at AFM — broker 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Following the 
continuous drop in prices of 
blue-chip shares. the 
Amm an Financial Market’s 
(AFM's) general price 
index slipped to its lowest 
level in a year losing 4.7 
points compared to the per- 
vious week’s standing, a 
broker said Friday. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the AFM. said the price 
index dropped to 163.09 
points, the lowest record 
since September 1997. 

Naqeeb told the Jordan 
Times that the slip followed 
the drop in the share prices 
of the Arab Bank, the Hous- 
ing Bank and the phosphate 
and potash companies dur- 
ing the past few weeks. 

The stock market’s fig- 
ures showed -Arab Bank’s 
share price fell by JD 15.25 
in the past week, down to 
JD201.25 from JD2 16,50. 

Out of the 90 firms that 
changed hands in the mar- 
ket shares of 16 firms 
recorded increase in their 


prices, 54 companies regis- 
tered declines while 20 
firms witnessed no change 
in their prices. 

Naqeeb said that with the 
new crisis between Turkey 
and Syria and the stalemate 
in the peace process, frus- 
tration rather than optimism 
prevail in the stock market 

“With the prevailing cir- 
cumstances things will 
remain unchanged in the 
stock market and I do not 
perceive any change in the 
short run," the broker said. 

The AFM’s weekly bul- 
letin showed that past 
week’s turnover amounted 
to JD3.6 million compared 
to JD4.5 million a week 
ago, a 20 per cent decrease, 
with an average daily 
turnover of JD700.00 com- 
pared to JD900.000 in the 
previous week. 

The organised market's 
share of the turnover 
amounted to JD3.2 million 
while the parallel market 
accounted for onlv 
JD364.6S0. 

The banking sector's 


share amounted to JD2.1 
million, or 60 per cent, fol- 
lowed by the industrial sec- 
tor with JD990.000. or 27.4 
per cent, services sector 
with JD390.000. 10.8 per 
cent and finally insurance 
sector with JD56.000. 1.5 
per cent 

Shares of 14 banks, four 
insurance companies. 15 
services companies and 31 
industrial firms were traded 
at the AFM last week. 
Naqeeb said. 

He noted that 10 banks, 
one insurance firm. 15 ser- 
vices companies and 20 


industrial firms recorded 
decline in their prices dur- 
ing the past week activities. 

He pointed that trading in 
the banking sector focused 
on the Arab Bank for 59 per 
cent of the turnover, fol- 
lowed by the Industrial 
Development Bank, 22 per 
cent, and the Housing 
Bank, 10 percent. 

The three banks constitut- 
ed 91 per cent of the overall 
turnover in the stock mar- 
ket. he said. 

The Jordan-French insur- 
ance company won 76 per 
cent «»f the turnover in the 


insurance sector. 

The Arab Potash Compa- 
ny, the International Tobac- 
co and Jordan Steel won 51 
per cent of the industrial 
sector’s turnover. 

Trading in the parallel 
market focused on 27 firms 
of which 15 recorded 
declines in prices, five reg- 
istered increases and seven 
firms witnessed no change 
in their prices, Naqeeb said. 
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Al Hussein Society receives JD5.000 from Marriott 


Tic Source of 

bimvlicitij 


Slemtce 

"AN OCEAN OF STYLE " 
DATANI 

Jewellers 

At Amra Hotel Shops. Amman - Jordan 


MRS. AMERA JUMAA, seputy of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Majeda Ra'ad, the honorary president of the Al Hussein Society for the 
Habitation and Rehabilitation the Physically Challenged, received a 
cheque from Mr. Manyn Stan den, the general manager of the Amman 
Marriott Hotel as a contribution to the foundation's activities. 

The amount of JD5.000 came from the proceeds of the 13th annual 
Train Ride, which is an annual event organised by the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel. It feaiures a train hip from Amman to Daba’a where every- 
one can enjoy a dinner party hosted by the Amman Marriott 

Mrs. Jumaa, expressed her thanks to the Amman Marriott for its con- 
tinuous support of the Al Hussein Society, which was founded in 1982 
and offers a wide range of social, educational and medical services to 
benefit the physically challenged 






THE Daily Crossword Edited 


ACROSS 
1 Performances 
5 Part of a pipe 
9 Upright 
. supports 

14 Persian ruler 

15 Black-and- 
white whale 

16 Capital ot the 
Nebraska 
Territory 

17 Grow weary 

18 Sandwich shop, 
for short 

19 S. Dey series 

20 Fragrance 

21 Rat Pack bird? 
23 Input again 

25 Adolescent 

26 Extended 

28 'The _ Family* 
33 Adhere 
36 Cut and splice 
film 

39 Opera solo 

40 Chicago's 
airport 

41 Director 
Howard 

42 Man In the field 

43 Pebbles' pet 

44 Will of The 
Waltons" 

45 Adder, e.g. 

46 Response 
48 Fencer's 

weapon 
50 Gossips 
53 Sweet-smelling 
sack 

57 Avian actor? 

62 Part to play 

63 Bring |oy 

64 Okinawan port 

65 Sale-tag 
disclaimer 

66 Also known as 

67 Shootout signal 
63 Without Ice 

69 Offers to 
buyers 

70 Collections 

71 Gentling word 

DOWN 

1 NY's _ Library 

2 Scold mildly 

3 Reader's card 

4 Rock songbird? 

5 Drenched 
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by Wayne Robert Williams 
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57 Use Isa I so 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



'Andy Capp 


I have 89 pieces of cereal and 
you have 97. You have to put 
eight of yours back]" 


By Eugene R. Puffenbarger 
Boston, VA 


6 Family chart 

7 Conspicuous ‘ 
success 

8 Augusta's state 

9 Country on the 
Baltic Sea 

10 Persian poet 
Khayyam 

11 Preserving 
substance 

12 Bangkok 
resident 

13 Like logs 

22 Edible flesh 

24 Jab at 

27 "Primal Fear" 
star Richard 

29 'As the World 
Turns" bird? 

30 Vicinity 

31 Weasel's kin 

32 Fill completely 

33 Carbonated 
water 

34 Dilute 

35 Smith and 
Fleming 

37 Female deer 

38 Concerning 

42 On a cruise 


DDDB □□DDQ QQCJD 
□EDDIES ODEDEDED 
EaBB HHBEaiEJEg BEHE3E3 
DEIHQiaS 
□□□□□□□ □□□Einan 
□0HDQQ nnQDDEl 
□□13 HQ □DE9E3Q 00E3 
□□QQ E3QE3DE3 EMEND 
□□D BQdHD flBHHEJ 

H EDC3DE3HQ QQE3E3QQ 
HHE1DEDHD EDBEMHQD 
□□□□□ED QE30UH M 
0ED0D HESGSQHQQQQS] 

Hnnn 0001110 qqqdI 
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Unscramble mese four JumtHes 

2!?® Mch square, to form 

tour ordin ary words. 

(Tdylla I 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirlon 


How much money do 
you have, m'sieur? 




Mutt’n’Jeff 


(Qitaa Tmn Mem somcm 1 
M rigMsimnad 


44 1988 grand 
slam winner 

47 Way out 

49 Impatient 
interjections 

51 Tight spots 

52 Capture 

54 Old Testament 
book 


'MUTTTAKE]/ CICErtO,-raK£ [tfERHAke I 
BRUMocxrr ! BRunoout /BRUN oarri 
a*SOME i FORSOME A FOR. SO ME I 

A wrasss-V l BCEwnse' 


IPFTS BCSEfifSETHEY V. 
WWT SHOULD GtVEVtXl ^ 
WE CAN DO THAT INDOORS.’ 


55 Walt Disney's 
middle name 

56 Peevish 

57 Garden 

vegetables 

58 French pronoun 

59 Backend 

60 Latin llsl-ender 

61 Casual talk 




TAYFF 


CHORCT 


KINIBI 


Answer here: 


FRENCH BANKERS 
ARE KNOWN 
FOR THIS. 

*- , 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
torm iha surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 

JEDCO approves setting 
office at Jordanian 


2,1s «5i 4 ;i 


= 4434 I 
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•'THE BOARD of directors uf the Jordan 
Export Development and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JEDCO j has decided to set 
up a penoanent commercial centre ui the Jor- 
danian embassy in Algeria. "The decision to 
set up this centre is in line with government 
directives that aim at activating and develop- 
ing cooperation ties with Arab states." 
JEDCO Chairman Mohammad Saleh Horani 
said 

The chairman, who is also the minister of 
industry and trade, added that the establish- 
ment of the centre complements the efforts of 
the Jordanian government which recently 
singed a trade agreement with Algeria in 
order to consolidate the commercial 
exchange between the two countries. 

“The centre will promote national exports 
of goods and services and will look for 
opportunities to widen exports in addition to 
providing the businessmen and exports with 
die necessary information about the Algerian 
marker/' Horani indicated. Other functions 
that the centre will perform include relaying 
information about Algerian laws and regula^ 
lions related to trade and the participation in 


up permanent commercial 
embassy in Algeria 


international and specialised fain; us well as 
organising exhibitions that would sell direct- 
ly to consumers. 

Horani said the step comes in harmony with 
the demands of titc private sector to consoli- 
date outside markets for our exports of goods 
and services and also in harmony with the 
government efforts to activate the Jordanian 
embassies abroad in playing a prominent and 
effective rule in serving various dements of 
the national economy. He pointed out that the 
decision to set up the centre was based on 
field studies ul' the Algerian market showing 
wide opportunities for Jordanian and in order 
to benefit from die wide-ranging scopes 
made available through the economic accords 
signed between die iwo countries. 

Laiexi figures show exports to Algeria 
amounting to JD2J.t> million and imports 
trom the North African country totalling 
JD1.1 million. 

JEDCO last month opened a permanent 
commercial centre at the Jordanian embassy 
in Belgium to promote Jordanian exports and 
serve businessmen and industrialists (AJ 
Ra’i). 


j Khreisha to present to Cabinet proposals 

to resolve indebtedness of farmers 


** IT HAS been learnt that Agriculture Min- 
ister Mijhem Khreisha will present to the 
Council of Ministers a report on implement- 
ing the government’s directives for result ing 
the "agricultural indebtedness.” The report 
recommends partial exemption of interest on 
small farmers and the mechanism of debt 
rescheduling to resume the success of the 
process and to safeguard the rights of the 


Agricultural Credit Corporation while main- 
taining the smooth work of both the fanners 
and the corporation and die cooperation 
between them. 

The rescheduling is expected to cover 
JD2U million of which 5(1 per cent are the 
indebtedness of Ghor (Jordan Valley) farm- 
ers f Al Dustourj. 


Bank of England cuts rates 


LONDON (AFP) — The Bank 
of England Thursday cut inter- 
est rates for the first time in 
jimusi two and a half years, 
reducing its base rate by 0.25 
percentage points to 7.25 per 
cent in the face of a world eco- 
nomic slowdown. 

The current global economic 
crisis and a fall in domestic 
business confidence were the 
n«i cause of the cut. the bank 
in J statement. 

Tie international economic 
and financial environment has 
deteriorated since the (mone- 
un policy) committee met in 
September." the statement said. 


“In the domestic economy, 
surveys and reports from the 
bank's regional agents have 
indicated a decline in business 
and consumer confidence. The 
outlook for demand and output 
has therefore weakened." it 
added. The rate cut followed 
government warnings that the 
British economy would slow- 
next year because of reduced 
growth around the world. 

The world’s political and eco- 
nomic leaders have warned that 
the biggest threat to the world 
economy is now recession, not 
inflation. 

The central bank concluded 


that "the risks of inflation 
falling below the target of 2.5 
per cent have increased and that 
a reduction in interest rates of 
0.25 per cent is now appropri- 
ate." 

Members of the bank's mone- 
tary policy committee had come 
tinder relentless pressure from 
politicians and industry to cut 
rates. 

Six increases in- the cost of 
borrowing since May 1997, 
when the bank was given free- 
dom to set interest rates, have 
seen the pound soar, undermin- 
ing the balance .sheets of export- 
ing companies. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) You could learn some- 
thing today you thought was 
loo difficult and you could 
find love where you thought 
there wasn't any. It looks 
like a partner will give you 
advice that is at first unwel- 
come, but then very helpful. 
If you look at the game as if 
it’s instructional rather than 
difficult, you’li be miles 
ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) There are several pres- 
sures right now affecting 
you. One looks like money 
coming in. Another looks 
like company coming over. 
There’s also the urge to trav- 
el and visit friends. Your 
mission is to figure out how 


— * ... wn. 

j mission i 


to cram everything into one 
magnificent weekend. If 
anybody can do it, you can. 
GEMINI: (May 2i to June 
2 1 ) The competition might 
as well give up today. 
You’ve got all the advan- 
tages. You're smarter than 
ever, not to mention good 
looking, charming, thought- 
ful. caring and kind. You’ve 
also got a tailwind pushing 
you to succeed. So you real- 
ly have an unfair advantage. 
Better yet, it's all taking 
place in the area of love. 
Relax and enjoy it. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 
2 1 J You've been working up 
to a confrontation. You've 
had just 3bout as much as 
you're going to take, and 


you're about to make some 
major changes. You’re try- 
ing to figure out what will 
happen if you push thal 
domino over. Will the one 
over there fall where you 
want it? Ifs definitely worth 
a try. Give it a shove. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Don’t wait until tonight 
to have your celebration. Do 
it first thing in the morning. 
Gather with your friends for 
breakfast and play while 
you have the chance. This 
evening, other obligations 
could creep up. Looks like 
you'll have to do something 
for somebody else tomor- 
row. so do something for 
yourself right now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
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September 22) This day 
Marts out rough, but should 
end on a pleasant note, so 
set your schedule accord- 
ingly. Take care of errands 
and any sort of confronta- 
tional conversations as early 
as possible. Once they’re 
checked off your list, dinner 
with friends looks more and 
more relaxing. Make that 
happen on purpose, too. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You need to 
stretch your legs and your 


mind. Start something you 
don't know how to finish, to 
push yourself forward. Lis- 
ten to an unlikely coach, and 
give away as many jobs as 
possible. Take calculated 
risks and seek answers far- 
ther away. Friends help you 
achieve your goals and push 
you to the next level. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Conditions 
today encourage loose 
tongues. Make sure yours is 
not among them by protect- 


ing your own secrets care- 
fully. If there is communica- 
tion to clear up. that's differ- 
ent, because it’s good for all 
concerned. You don't have 
to reveal everything you've 
been thinking, however, just 
the pan that will forward the 
action. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) If 
you enjoy bargain bunting, 
now’s the time. You could 
get something really neat to 
fix up your home at a frac- 
tion of (he retail cosl It’ll 
help to get an early start but 
don’t despair if you’re late. 
There will be even better 
deals at the close of the day. 
although selection by then 
will be limited. 


CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) You’ll 
need to use more words than 
you think necessary to get 
your point across, but it’s 
worth the effort There’s 
also a push toward your 
fourth house of home and 
family, so you’d like to be 
there today. It looks like 
there’s work to be done and 
perhaps another obligation, 
too. Try to fit everything in. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You’re 
lucky for most of the day, 
but the condition wanes as 
the day goes on. You’ll have 
to put in more effort You 
may also notice a growing 
difficulty with navel. A trip 
that started out to be lots of 


fun could get rather compli- 
cated before it’s over. If 
you’re on die road already, 
just take it easy. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A struggle at 
home will result in success 
for all. Make that your 
intention, anyway. There 
shouldn’t be winners and 
losers. Tackle the project as 
a team and you’ll have the 
greatest chance of success. 
Once your place is whipped 
into shape, celebrate. It’s a 
wonderful evening for a 
party, especially the kind 
only one other guest. 

Birthstooe of September: 
Opal — Tourmaline 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


•" A CARNIVAL OF STYLE " 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information calij 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 



Studio & Workshop 
Courses 
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Quality Swvicad Saifai 

♦One & Two Bedrooms *FuUy 
Equipped Kitchenettes ♦Daily & 
Long Stay ♦Reasonable Bates 



5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® go.com. jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional qutSfy in 
1 houroervk* 
Develop 

at ow shop and pet 

* jtnmo photo aba 
30% larger. 

* Fna anbrgamant 
20 x30 cm. . 


Stimeisani - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SwelfiehTel: 622891 



;-Perftrmes 
idases - Le aker- Pens 

; jjgMjWg* VBtSttE 

T Visit Us At 
www.vtparab.comriripgm 


Shaban Inf! Group - Abdoun] 
Near American Embassy 
JTel : 5933054 - Fax : 59330851! 


FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Ban! Ham Ida Weavings 
can be found at 
Th# Jordan River Showroom 
• Rugs » Cushions 
. Wall hang tags . Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
trom 1(k00 tin 7:00) 

Jebai Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 



SRKRBEL 

Real Estate 


SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 



fm&^Ctnsbiz 


L'oHmr Restaurant 

ft 

Abdoun 5929564 


Jhm<xjox 


I m scon 

B"?' /riff 7/1 


l iiir/iu fit- xi frits... 
for l nic/ur /)( <>(>!( 

Dm U'.hsinn Ti'..' 551112C 
Dd.vrtO'.vn Tel.: 4655S1? 
vw.v.'irnssiih.con' 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 




Wadi Rum Bar 

The most popular place 
Live Music ... appearing now: 
Rita Jazalian. 


tfwTi'iadfiif-lliPst 


ZR 01 


Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 

discount on 
original CD's 

Now available 
"FRIENDS SERIES" 
. and many more , 


24-HOUR taxi service 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
M08^ TELEPHONES . 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytwe 
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NBA negotiations ‘cordial’ 
but unproductive 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The resump- 
tion of negotiations Thursday between 
the National Basketball Association 
and its players union did nothing to 
raise hopes that the regular season will 
begin as scheduled November 3. 

Although the five-hour meeting — 
the first between the sides since 
August 6 — was described as “cor- 
dial’* by NBA deputy commissioner 
Russ Granik. the prevailing air of pes- 
simism heading into the proceedings 
was realized as both sides refused to 
give ground. 

Another meeting was scheduled set 
for Tuesday morning. “We certainly 
did not make any progress in terms of 
reaching any agreements," Granik 
said. ‘Terhaps we made progress in 
terms of the players understanding our 
position." 

A formal decision about the cancela- 
tion of regular-season games is expect- 
ed to be made next week, but it looked 
likely that the league will lose regular- 
season games to a labor stoppage for 
the first time in its 52-year history. 

“We would like verv much to have a 


season that we would call a season" 
said league Commissioner David 
Stem. “We know we’ll have to suffer 
the consequences of our decisions. 
That's where we are. We’ll have to beg" 
for indulgence of the fans and hope to 
make a long term success out of that 


crisis. 

The owner-imposed lockout, in 
effecr since July 1, has already led to 
the cancelation of the enLire preseason 
schedule. 

Today, Players Association represen- 
tatives went over a proposal they 
soundly criticized from the league less 
than two weeks ago. It is expected they 
will present a counterproposal 
Tuesday. 

The major stumbling block is the 
league’s attempt to put a ceiling on 
salaries and install a hard cap by phas- 
ing out the Larry Bird exception. The 
union says the Bird exception, the 
clause in the previous agreement that 
allows teams to re-sign free agents 
already playing for them without 
regard to the salary cap, is not nego- 
tiable. 


Along with phasing out die Bird 
exception, the latest owners’ proposal 
also deals with the elimination of the 
three-year rookie scale, which allows 
third-year players unrestricted free 
agency after their third season with the 
team. 

Meanwhile, several NBA players 
have attended practice sites and work- 
out facilities this week to discuss the 
lockout with fans and media. 

Both sides are awaiting the ruling of 
arbitrator John Feerick on a grievance 
filed by the Players Association hours 
before the owners imposed the lock- 
out. 

“Regardless of which way John 
Feerick rules, this is only going to get 
settled with the players at the bargain- 
ing table," Stem said. 

The union claims NBA players have 
guaranteed contracts that should allow 
them to be paid during the lockout. 
The NBA contends its actions are 
entirely legal during a work stoppage. 



Beijing 
prepares 
for biggest 
marathon 



Tickets 
on sale 
for Asian 
Games 


Willi Meliiger of Switzerland on Calvaro V clears the barrier daring the team 
showjumping competition at the 1998 World Equestrian Games in Rome (AP 
Photo) 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Tickets for the 13th Asian 
Games in Thailand in 
December will go on sale 
across the region next 
week, organisers said 
Friday. 

Around 14.700 tickets of 
the total of 77,000 have so 
far been sold in Thailand 
for ceremonies at the start 
and end of the games and 
tickets for other events go 
on sale at the end of the 
month, organisers said. 

The December 6-20 
Games will feature 38 
sports and all 43 Olympic 
Committee of Asia- mem- 
ber countries, but there are 
fears the region’s economic 
crisis could overshadow 
the event — some nations 
have already cut the size of 
their teams. 

Ticket prices range from 
a quarter of a dollar to 20 
dollars and go on sale on 
October 15. 

More expensive smart- 
card passes for the opening 
and closing ceremonies, 
which allow spectators to 
pay taxi fares and for food 
and phone calls, will also 
be available. 


yet 


Anke Huber 


lOTiX&d fortunes for Williams 
sisters; Huber out 


FELDERSTADT (AFP) — 
There were mixed fortunes 
for the big-hitting Williams 
sisters at the WTA tourna- 
ment here Thursday. 

Serena Williams, 17, dented 
Wimbledon champion Jana 
Novotna’s chances of becom- 
ing world number-one by 
scoring a second-round victo- 
ry when the Czech player was 
forced to retire with a back 
injury in the third set. The 
American was leading 2-6, 6- 
3, 2-0. 

But 1 8-year-old fifth-seed 
Venus Williams went down to 


Belgium’s Dominique van 
Roost 6-1. 6-2. 

Novotna, who looked to be 
cruising to a comfortable vic- 
toiy when she led by one set 
and service break, remains in 
contention to take over 
Martina Hingis’ world num- 
ber-one ranking. 

But her latest injury makes 
American Lindsay Davenport 
a more dangerous threat to 
the Swiss player’s status. 

Williams now plays 
Sandrine Testud of France. 

Testud was one of two 
French players to reach the 


quarter-finals when she beat 
Germany's Anke Huber 6-2. 
4-6, 6-2. 

The other was seventh- 
seeded Nathalie Tauziat who 
repealed her Wimbledon 
semi-final victory over 
Naiasha Zvereva of Belarus 
when she scored a 6-3, 6-2 
win. Tauziat now faces sec- 
ond-seeded Davenport 

Venus Williams was disap- 
pointing and won only three 
games against the prim base- 
line accuracy of Dominique 
Van Roost who now plays 
top-seed Hingis. 


BEIJING (AFP) — Beijing 
on Saturday will host its 
biggest marathon race yet 
with 19,000 runners start- 
ing from Ti ananme n 
Square. 

“The 1998 Beijing 
'marathon will be the' 
biggest ever in the meet's 
history in terms of the 
number of participants,” 
•said Shang Xiutang, gener- 
al secretary of the Chinese < 
Athletic Association. 

He told the 'official : 
Xinhua news agency that 
19,422 runners from 30 
countries had registered but 
only 914 athletes would 
contest the full 42.19 km. 

Defending champion Hu 
Hangjun of China and 
Abebe Mekonnen of 
Ethiopia, who won the race 
in 1988, will both be com- 


Ferrari dismiss speculation, back Irvine 


petrng. 

With a course record set 
in 1986 of 2hr 07min 
35sec, the prize money is 
$20,000 for the mens race 
and $10,000 for the 


women s race. 


MILAN (APT.) — Ferrari presi- 
dent Luca di Montezemolo and 
top driver Michael Schumacher 
have dismissed speculation that 
the team are set to swap Eddie 
Irvine for Jean Alesi. 

The Frenchman, who once part- 
nered Gerhard Berger at Ferrari, 
has been linked by press reports 
with a return to the Italian team. 

"But Montfezemolo said: “I have 
read some unbelievable things 
about Irivine in the papers — and 
they don’t even deserve to be 
denied. It's like talking about 
things which happen on the 
moon. 

“But then in 20 years with 
Ferrari, it's always been like this. 
And I would be surprised if it 
wasn't.” 

Schumacher said: “I don’t think 
Eddie can go. he's got a contract 
for next year and I work well 
with him." But he added: “I 
admire Alesi, we are friends." 

Ferrari are meanwhile concen- 
trating on the last race of the sea- 


son at Suzuka, which will decide 
whether world championship 
leader Mika Hakkinen or 
Schumacher wins the title. 

“We are taking great carejn our 
preparations for the race," said 
Montezemolo. “We can't do any 
more than what we're doing now, 
so however things go we cannot 
have any regrets whatever hap- 
pens. 

“And naturally, I can only hope 
it goes our way. We want to win 
the championship, and not just 
know that we did all we could. 
We must calm about things, but 
at the same time aim to win.” 

He went on: “Suzuka will be a 
lottery. Something could happen 
to us or to them, but I do think 
that Ferrari have paid their dues 
where bad luck is concerned 
recently. 

“I'm expecting a great perfor- 
mance from the drivers, especial- 
ly from Irvine, who did some 
exceptional things there last year 
and put us back in with a chance 


of the world title." 

Schumacher denied that he was 
happy just to be in with another 
shot this time around. 

‘Tm only happy when I win," 
said the former double world 
champion. “That's what counts, 
and throughout my career Tve, 
always competed, with that in 
mind.” 

When the German joined 
Ferrari three seasons ago, his aim 
was to win the world title within 
three years. 

“At that time, the car wasn’t 
competitive, and it was very hard 
to keep up with the leading cars," 
Schumacher said. “But now 
we’re always up at the front and 
we’re also winning races. I hope 
to keep to my prediction.” 

And he insisted: ‘‘Everything is 
still up for grabs." 


It’s over for Giresse as PSG 


plump for Jorge 


GOREN BRIDGE 





Serena Williams 


ST-GERMAIN-EN-LAYE, France (AFP) 
— Paris Saint Germain ended the agony 
for under-fire coach Alain Giresse on 
Thursday when they appointed former 
boss Artur Jorge as their new coach. 

With the club mired in midtable after a 
disastrous season to date which saw them 
crash out of the Cup Winners Cup to 
Israel's Haifa Maccabi last week, the 
noose had already tightened around 
Giresse’s neck. 

The reign of the former French interna- 
tional forward, lasted barely three months. 

Other names in the frame for the job 
were Fabio Capello, formerly with AC 
Milan and Real Madrid, and Safet Susie, 
former striker with PSG and now with 
Turkey’s Istanbulspor. 

Jean-CIaude Suaudeau, who won the 
championship with Names three years 
ago, had also been mentioned. 

The 52-year-old Jorge, who coached 
Switzerland at Euro 96 and who was also 
former boss of Portugal, has been working 
at Holland’s Vitesse Arnhem this season 
and he has taken them to second place in 
the league. 

PSG president Charles Bietry plumped 
for Jorge because he sees him as the man 
to get results through firm discipline if not 
attacking football. 


Jorge led PSG to the French title four 
years ago — largely through stout defend- 
ing and judicious counter-attacking — but 
in doing so he won precious few fans. He 
departed after three seasons to be replaced 
by Luis Fernandez. 

Fernandez promptly brought home the 
Cup Winners Cup in 1996 but then left for 
Bilbao. 


WITH OUAfl SHAftIF 
4 T ANN AH H1R5CH 

A'996 Tnnune KM me 


HELD UP BY A HOLD-UP 


Nurth-South vulnerable. SouLh 
deals. 


WEST 
* K 6 5 2 
: K 9 5 4 :i 
: 104 
+ J5 


NORTH 
*QJ3 
7JG2 
' AQ65 
*QS3 


Although Brazilian Ricardo won both 


SOUTH 
* A 10 9 8 
■r q to 

vKS2 

3.AK42 


EAST 
*74 
<TA87 
v a 9 8 7 
* 10987 


domestic cups last year it was his failure 
to guide the club through the Champions 
League opening phase which proved his 
downfall. 

PSG’s Italian striker Marco Simone said 
he he was sorry for Giresse. 

“I have spoken with him and there is lit- 
tle I can say," he said, adding: “Perhaps if 
1 had not missed my penalty against Lens, 
things would have turned around for him. 
But that’s football." 


The bidding - . 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
I NT Paw, 3NT Pass 

Paas Paw 


Opening lead: Four of 3 


One way for ihe defenders’ to 
retain cum mu men Lion in u suit i> tn 

refrain from winning a trick at the 
first opportunity. But be sure thi- 
ll old-up in necessary. 


The uuctioti wup a simple m.itii-r 
of mathematics. North QiWii |-J m 


South's maximum of Ik. ;md the 
tot nl foil short of wtmi required 
fnrxlnm. Utile did Ntirth think ili.u 
Runic might he ivtwiid tin- ri-.n-h uf 


the combined North-South assets. 

West led a low heart. East rose 
with the ace and returned the eight. 
To keep a link with the East hand. 
West allowed declarer's queen to 
hold Lhe second tnck It was a deci- 
sion the defender soon regretted. 

With cighL tricks in sight, declar- 
er cashed three rounds nf clnbv. 
hoping for an rvi-n break. When 
that did nm iiijm-n.ili/i-. dwlurer 
tried Lhe diamond.-., ending in dum- 
my. But again the muri likely -suit, 
division existed. 

With West marked with nut lung 
but major-sun runir. dedurur clon- 
ed to spurn the spade finesse in 
favor of an endplay. West was 
thrown un lead with a heart and 
could score three heart tricks to 
complete the defensive book. But 
then West was forced to lead a way 
from the king or spades into declar- 
er's mujor Lcnuce. Three no trutnp 
bid and made. 

Let us go back u> the second trick. 
West should know that East cannot 
have anything of value Lhat 'could 
| produce a quick trick — almost all 
JLhe tiuih-curd points were account- 
ed fin West should simply hnvft 
i.-iken ihe king of hearts and 
clennul declarer's stopper. With 
only eight tricks available, declarer 
"'ll have to take the spade fincbsc. 
■ind the defense will come tn four 
heart tricks und the king of spade?. 


CINEMA 


TELJS99238 


PHILADELPHIA T Y PHILADELPHIA *T 


PLAZA 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORD 


TEL: S9J47S3 


CINEMA 


GALLERIA 1 , 


TEL: 5934793 


GALLERIA 2 


Hten^telhaflte - 
TEL: 4625155 . - j| 


Bruce Willis .. in 


Jennifer Tilly & 
Gina Gershon .. in 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


LAST MAN 
STANDING 


BOUND 


AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30,10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 


concord -r ABDOUN ABDOUN 

_ www.cmuxmi.io/Galleria www.cns.com.io/Galleria 

NASSER 

Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15.8:30,10:30 Lesley Nklsefl ..in 

■ coNcc gp j r ARMAGEDDON MR. MAGOO 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3 jo. 5 JO only Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 630, 8:30,10:30 


Lesley Nielsen .. in 

MR. MAGOO 


Watch out for 
the new play . 
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Sports 



San Diego Padres John Vander Wal, left, and Mark Sweeney, right congratulate Ken 
Carainiti on his tenth inning solo home run giving the Padres a 3-2 victory agaiast the 
Aitanta Braves in the first game of the National League Championship series in 
Atlanta (AP Photo) r 


Brown gives Padres a 2-game 
lead over Braves 


ATLANTA (AFP) — San 
Diego ace Kevin Brown 
dominated the Braves with 
a three-hitter here Thursday 
as the Padres beat Atlanta 3- 
0 and took a two-games-to- 
none lead in the National 
League Championship 
Series. 

Brown, who beat the 
Braves twice in the 1997 
NLCS while he was with 
the Florida Marlins, struck 
out 11. 

Brown not only beat the 
Braves with his arm, he beat 
them with his bat. He had 
two singles, including a 
base hit in the sixth that 
pushed the game’s first run 
into scoring position. 

Atlanta starter Tom 
Glavine had a shutout for 
five innings, despite trouble 
in one inning after another. 
The left-hander, the only 
20-game winner in the 
National League this sea- 
son, walked six and gave up 
two doubles, throwing 121 
pitches in just six innings. 

La the sixth. Glavine .filial- 
ly got into some trouble he 
couldn’t get out of. 

Consecutive singles that 
barely escaped the infield 
by Chris Gomez. Brown 
and Quilvio Veras gave the 


Padres a 1-0 lead. 

After John Rocker and 
Rudy Seanez each pitched a 
scoreless inning, 20-year- 
old Odali> Perez was hit 
hard in the ninth, surrender- 
ing a pair of runs and four 
hits. The Padres haven’t 
needed much more than sin- 
gles to win five of six games 
so far this postseason, 
which included taking three 
of four from the Houston 
Astros in the first round. 

Buoyed by Brown's dom- 
inance. the Padres have an 
ERA of just 1.49 allowing 
just nine runs in 54. J 
innings. 

“I don’t think I had quite 
the stuff I had that night,” 
Brown said of his 16- 
strokeout ■ performance 
against Houston. “But from 
the standpoint of just trying 
to make adjustments as the 
game went along and trying 
to use what was working at 
that moment, it was pretty 
good.” 

The Braves gave Glavine 
virtually no .support. They 
had just three at bats with 
runners in scoring position 
and were 0-for-3. The heart 
of the Atlanta order — 
Chipper Jones. Andres 
Galarraga, Ryan Klesko, 


and Javier Lope/ — were I 
for 12. 

Galarraga is in a serious 
slump with just one home 
run in his Iasi 80 at bats. 

“You've got to try and 
keep as many of those guys 
off the bases as you can," 
Brown said. “This is a big 
win lor us.” 

The best -of- seven series 
swings to San Diego for 
games three, four and five 
stoning Saturday. The 
Braves’ four-time Cy Young 
Award- winner Greg 

Maddux will try to give the 
Braves some traction in the 
series. Sterling Hitchcock 
will pitch for the Padres. 

No leant that has lost the 
first two games of the 
NLCS at home has ever 
come back to win the .series. 

“it wasn’t long ago we 
were up 2-0 in the World 
Series and we ended up get- 
ting swept,” Glavine said of 
the Yankees’ come-from- 
behind World Series win 
two years ago. “We don’t 
have to look any further 
than 1996 for inspiration.” 

Added Lopez, “We’re not 
going to make it easy for 

them.” 



Abraham Olano of Spain speeds towards victory in the elite men’s MUnc 
at the Cycling World i Championships in Valkenburg, southern Netherlands (A 


Photo) 
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Rusedski 

and 

Kafelnikov 

crash 


Jordan’s Ahli, Salt in Asian 
Clubs Championship 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — Jordan’s A1 Ahli and A1 
Salt handball clubs will face the ulti- 
mate challenge in the 1st Asian Clubs 
League Handball Championship 
which will take place here in Amman 
at the Sports Palace starting Oct. 20 
with seven teams taking part. 

President of the Jordan Handball 
Federation (JHF) Sari Hamdan 
expressed his happiness at hosting the 
ten-day event championship in the 
Kingdom. 

“We are very happy at organising 
thi* event which we hope will provide 
us with the experience and the will to 
move forward with the game,” 
Hamdan told the Jordan Times. 

The event precedes the 20th Arab 
Clubs League Championship Nov. 4- 
14 in which Jordan's top two teams 
will also be taking pan. 

“ Al Sait and Al Ahli are good teams 
and we are counting on them to devel- 
op the game and gain as much exper- 
ineee as they can in the coming 
events," he said. 

Jordan's Al Salt and Al Ahli, Iran’s 
Zobhan Asfahan. United Arab 
Emirates’ Al Shareqa, China's army 
team, Qatar's Al Rayyan and Kuwait’s 
Kuihma will compere in the event,” he 
added. 

Meanwhile Kazakhstan and Syria 
declined from taking pan in the event. 

“Al Ahli are expected to have a tough 


Schedule of matches; 


Ahfiys. Iran’s Zobhan Asfahan 

Tries. Oct. 20 

6:15 pm 

Sait vs. UAE's Al Shareqa 

Wed. Ocl 21 

4:15 pm 

China Vs. AJ Rayyan 

Wed. OcL 21 

6:15 pm, 

Ahli vs. AIRayyan 

Thurs. Oct 22 

3:00 pm 

Qszemah vs. UAE’s Al Shareqa 

Thurs. Oct22 

4:45 pm 

China vs. Iran’s Zobhan 

Thurs. Oct 22 

6:15 pm 

China vs. Al Shareqa 

Fri. ocl 23 

3:OOpm 

Salt vs. Rayyan 

Fri. Ocl 23 

4:45 pm 

Qazcoaah vs. Zobhan 

Fri. Oct. 23 

6:15 pm 

Rayyan vs. Qazemah 

Sun. Oct 25 

3:00 pm 

Zobhan vs. Salt 

Sun. Oct 25 

4:45 pm 

Shareqa vs. Ahli 

Sun. Oct 25 

6:15 pm 

Shareqa vs. Zobhan 

Mon. Oct 26 

3:00 pm 

Qarhexna vs. China - 

Mon. Oct 26 

4:45 pm 

Sate vs. Ahli 

Mon. Oct 26 

6:15 pm 

Qazem&vs. Ahli 

Tues.y Oct 27 

3:00 pm 

Salt vs. China 

Tries. Oct 27 

4:45 pm 

Rayyan vs. Shareqa 

Tues.y Oct 27 

6:15 pm 

Qaihema vs. Salt 

Thurs. Oct. 29 

3:00 pm 

Ahli VS. China 

Thurs. Ocl 29 

4:45 pm 

Rayyan v§. Zobhan 

Thurs. Ocl 29 

6:15 pm 


time against Iran’s champions in the 
opening match but we are all confident 
that they will do their best,” Hamdan 
said following the draw. 

Al Salt will meet UAE's Al Shareqa 
in their first match. 

Qatar's Al Rayyan will have a train- 
ing camp in Amman during which they 
wii] play several matches with other 
Jordanian teams,” he said. 

Hamdan pointed out that the federa- 
tion was studying the latest disap- 


pointing results of the handball nation- 
al team in the 1st Arab Cup 
Championship in Cairo. 

“We came in the ninth place among 
eleven countries who took part in the 
event,” he said. This result disappoint- 
ed us,” he added. 

“Our national team is simply not 
ready,” he added. 

He said the federation was now 
planning an agenda for the national 
team to seriously prepare for future 
events. 


Edberg does Britain no favours 
in Davis Cup draw 



BASEL (AFP) — 
Defending champion Greg 
Rusedski, who had clearly 
left his usually reliable big- 
serve at home, crashed out 
of die ATP’s Swiss Indoor 
Championships here on 
Thursday when he was 
beaten 7-6 (7/4) 7-5 by 
David Prinosil. 

The British No. 2 man- 
aged to put only 52 percent 
of his first serves into play 
— and he was 'outaeed' 
14-8 by the German. 

He was not the only seed- 
ed casualty. 

Russia's fifth-seeded 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov also 
bowed out. The former 
French Open champion 
was beaten 3-6. 6-3, 7-5 by 
experienced Swede 

Magnus Gustafsson. 

The elimination of 
Rusedski and Kafelnikov 
left only two seeds still in 
the draw. 

Third seed Andre Agassi 
saw off home player Ivo 
Heuberger 6-2, 6-2 while 
sixth seeded Tim Henman 
of Britain eased past stylish 
Moroccan Hicham Arazi 6- 
4, 7-6 (7/4). 

“I was really happy with 
how 1 served,” said the 
British player, adding: “I 
made a lot of first serves at 
important times and made 
life difficult for him.’’ 

Henman now plays 
German Nicolas Kiefer 
who beat American Jeff 
Tarango 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Other second round win- 
ners included Frenchman 
Fabrice Santoro and Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland. 

Santoro came back to 
defeat Daniel Vacek of the 
Czech Republic 3-6, 6-3, 7- 
6 (7/5) while Rosset beat 
Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa 6-4. 6-0. 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
were given the toughest pos- 
sible tie on their return to the 
Davis Cup World Group 
after a six-year absence here 
Thursday when former world 
number-one Stefan Edberg 
drew the United Slates as 
their first-round opponents. 

The London-based Swede, 
who. won six Grand Slam 
singles crowns during his 
illustrious career, was gentler 
with his compatriots. 

He drew the defending 
champions and this year's 
finalists to play Slovakia — 
at home. 

It will be a repeat of this 
year’s first-round match 
when Sweden just managed 
to win 3-2 in Slovakia. In the 
other World Group matches, 
to be played from April 2-4 
next year, Australia are away 
to Zimbabwe and France will 
play hosts to Holland. 

Spain also have a home 
draw against Brazil, the 
Czech Republic must travel 
to Belgium, Switzerland 


Andre Agassi 

welcome the Italians and 
Germany have home advan- 
tage against Russia. 

Britain’s Greg Rusedski, 
who would partner Tim 
Henman in the British team, 
said: “I .think it will be an 
interesting tie.” 

The Candian-bom British 


No. 2, who packs the world's 
biggest serve and who was 
the world’s fourth-ranked 
player twelve months ago. 
added: “It will be interesting 
to see which team the 
Americans bring — the one 
that lost againsr Italy in the 
1998 semi-finals or the one 
which features Andre Agassi 


and Pete Sampras.” John 
Crowther of the Lawn Tennis 
Association (LTA) claimed: 
“Whatever team the United 
States puts out — we have an 
excellent chance. It should 
be a feast of tennis for the 
fans." 

Because of the date for the 
tie, grass will be ruled out 
and Britain will probably opt 
for a fast indoor court. 

American captain Tom 
Gullikson and the United 
States Tennis Association 
now have six months to try to 
tempt back their star players. 

Sampras, Agassi and 
Michael Chang all made 
themselves “unavailable” for 
this year's semi-final against 
Italy which the Americans 
lost 1-4 in Milwaukee. 

History Will be weighted in 
favour of the Americans who 
have won the trophy 31 times 
and reached the final on 28 
occasions. Britain's ninth 
and last victory in the com- 
petition came back in 1936. 


Italians face Swiss tonight 


UDINE Italy ( AFP) — Italy 
are counting on Alessandro 
Del Piero to put five months 
of misery behind him here on 
Saturday night when they 
face Switzerland in a Euro 
2000 qualifier. 

Del Piero had the best 
goalscoring season of his 
career in 1997-98, but he 
faded badly towards the end 
and took his poor form to the 
European Cup final and then 
on to the World Cup finals. 

Both ended in disappoint- 
ment and the 23-year-old has- 
n’t scored in open play since. 
To make matters worse, he 
has faced allegations of drug 
use at Juventus and the 
inevitable taunts from rival 
funs. 

“I know this wasn't the best 
time to face the worst crisis of 
my career, and 1 know that 
my relationship with oppos- 
ing fans has to be re-built,” he 
said. 

“But you can’t choose 
when these periods of crisis 
are going to come. They just 
come, and that’s all there is to 
it, I’ve no choice but to work 
hard and pull through it as 
soon as possible.” 

He went on: ”A 1,000 
things influence your perfor- 
mance, and I’m working on 
the 500 which aren’t going 
right for me. I’m telling 
myself in training and in 
matches to keep doing the 
same things I (fid when every- 
thing was fine." 

The most recent upset was 
missing a sitter in Juventus* 
draw away to Rosenborg in 
the European Champions 
League. 


“It was an incredibly easy 
goal I missed at Trondheim," 
he said. “And the move was 
identical to one Vd done the 
night before in a training 
match in the very same goal: 
take the ball on the right, 
dribble the keeper and knock 
it in. 

“Only I hadn’t counted on 
there being a divot, which 
gave the ball a completely 
different bounce. People 
expect Del Piero to dribble 
and eight times out of ten I 
manage iL But at the moment 
it's more like two out of ten.” 

Del Piero denied that a goal 
would solve his problems at a 
stroke. 

“But it would certainly 
help,” he said. “And I am cer- 
tainly hoping to score one on 
Saturday night." 

Dino Zoff, facing his first 
home game since becoming 
national coach, has the same 
faith in Del Piero as his luck- 
less predecessor, Cesare 
Maidini. 

"Del Piero may not be 100 
percent but he is certainly 
useful," Zoff said. "There are 
players who are good to have 
even at 70 percent of their 
potential, because of the 
sheer quality of their perfor- 


mances. 

“I’d be happy if he was at 
the level he showed against 
Wales.” he said. “For me. Del 
Piero is not a problem." 

Zoff, who started his pro 
career here with Udine se in 
1961, will almost certainly 
pick Juventus teammate 
Filippo lnzaghi as Del Piero’s 
partner. 

The two men struck up a 
60-goal partnership last year, 
although Zoff also wants to 
blood one of his new young- 
sters — Nicola Ventola or 
Francesco Totti. 

The midfield will probably 
be handled by Luigi Di 
Biagio, backed by Diego 
Fuser, who scored in the 2-0 
win over the Welsh at 
Anfield. and Dino Baggio. 

In defence, skipper Paolo 
Maidini joins Giacinto 
Faccherti as Italy's second 
most capped international of 
all time on 94. The 30-year- 
old AC Milan defender still 
has time to catch recordhold- 
er Zoff on 1 12. 

Parma's 20-year-old phe- 
nomenon Gianluigi Buffon 
will be between the posts, in 
place of the injured Angelo 
Peruzzi. 
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Italian drugs storm 
hits Olympic bid 


MILAN (AFP) — Turin’s chances of hosting the 2006 Winter 
Games have been hit by the recent drugs scandal involving Italy's 
Olympic committee (CONI), the hid organisers said on Friday. 

Inspectors from the International Olympic Committee will be 
in Turin for three days next week to evaluate the city’s bid 

But the resignation of CONI president Mario Peseante over the 
dope-testing fiasco in soccer, and the fact that the entire remain- 
ing CONI leadership could be disbanded at any moment by 
Deputy Prime Minister Walter Veltroni, will not be lost on the 
IOC officials. 

"Until two weeks ago, the distance which separated Turin from 
the favourites Sion (Switzerland) for the 2006 Winter Games had 
been reduced," said bid committee chief Evelina Christillin here. 

“But today, after the scandal which has hit the CONL the situ- 
ation has worsened markedly, there's no point denying it," 
Christillin added. 

The latest blow to Italy’s already battered image came on 
Wednesday, when the IOC closed down the CONl-approved lab- 
oratory at Acqua Acetosa which has been at the centre of the dop- 
ing scandal. 

Christillin is hoping that time will ease things for the northern 
city, claiming: "The CONI affair does not wony us all that much. 
We are confident that things will have been sotted out by the rime 
the IOC votes." 

The IOC will make it decision at a meeting in Seoul on June 19 


next year. Aside from Turin and Sion, the other four candidates 
for the Games are Helsinki (Finland) in a joint bid with 
Lillehammer (Norway), Zakopane (Poland), Poprad Tany 
(Slovakia) and Klagenfiirt (Austria). 

If Turin is successful, the Italian Government has agreed to 
invest one trillion lira ($625 million) in preparing for the event, 
split evenly between sports facilities and building/transport. 

The cost of running die Olympics has been estimated at 1.4 tril- 
lion lira ($875 million) — half of which would be met by the 
CONI and half front ticket sales and other sources. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 


DELUXE FURNISHED 160 SQ.M. GROUND FLOOR 
HOUSE, PART OF THE LANDLORD'S VILLA, 
CONSISTS OF 2 LARGE BEDROOMS, SITTING 
ROOM, 2 BATHROOMS, SALON & DINING ROOM, 
VERANDA, LARGE KITCHEN BREAKFAST AREA 
LAUNDRY& STORAGE ROOM. SEPARATE HEATING, 
ENTRANCE&TELEPHONE, CELLED GARAGE & GARDEN 
H BARBECUE. NICELY LOCATED IN AL- RABIA M 
ANNUAL RENT ONLY...PLEASE CALL TEL : 5538928 
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Berbers demonstrate in remembrance of murdered popular singer Lo unes 
Matoub in his hometown on Friday in this northeastern Kabyue region's 
town. Matoub, 42, who was gunned down in an ambush last June 25, was a 
sharp critic of both the Algiers authorities and Muslim guerrillas (Reuters 
photo) 


No links between Afghans in Kashmir 
and Osama Ben Laden, army chief says 


SRINAGAR ( AP) — Afghan volunteers are 
fighting in India’s troubled Kashmir, but 
they had no apparent link with Saudi rene- 
gade Osama Ben Laden, the army comman- 
der said Friday. , 

“The Pakistan army is playing a major 
role in militancy in Kashmir.” General Ved 
Prakash Malik told reporters in Srinagar, 
the summer capital of India's Jammu- 
Kashmir state. 

But there was “no linkage between 
Afghan militants operating in Kashmir and 
Ben Laden.” he said. 

Malik’s comments came less than a week 
after a British newspaper claimed 
Afghanistan-based Ben Laden was mobilis- 
ing Afghan Islamists to fight in Kashmir. 
The United States accuses Ben Laden of 


financing Islamist strikes against U.S. tar- 
gets around the world, Islamists have been 
fighting a secessionist war in India-con- 
trolled Kashmir since 1989 that has left 
more than '15,000 people dead. 

India and Pakistan have fought two wars 
for control of Kashmir in the past 50 years. 

Malik accused Pakistan of arming and 
training Muslim activists. “We shall not 
permit proxy war on our soil by the mili- 
tants.” Pakistan denies India's charge and 
says it merely provides moral and political 
support to the insurgency. 

The army chief also said tension on the 
Afghanistan-Iran border was a matter of 
concern for all countries in the region. 


Panel delivers judgement on 
disputed Red Sea islands 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Eritrea and Yemen both 
announced Friday that an international arbitra- 
tion panel had delivered a judgement on their 
dispute over islands in the Red Sea. but their 
accounts differed. 

In Sanaa. Yemeni Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Iriyani said in a message to President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh that “the panel unanimous- 
ly ruled on Friday that the Republic of Yemen 
had sovereignty over the disputed islands." the 
official news agency Saba reported 

In Nairobi, the Eritrean embassy issued a 
foreign ministry statement saying the panel 
had awarded some islands to Yemen and others 
to Eritrea. 

“The government of Eritrea, as it has stated 
consistently, will abide by the decision.” it 
said. 

The Eritrean statement said the panel had 
found the Mohabbabakah islands, including 
Sayal islet, Harbi islet. Flat islet and High islet 
the Haycock islands, and Southwest Rocks 


islands to be subject to the sovereignty of 
Eritrea. 

The panel ruled that the Zuquar-Hanish, 
Abu -Ali, Jabal A1 Tayr and Zubayr islands to 
be subject to the sovereignty of Yemen, it said 
Eritrea and Yemen clashed in December 
1995 when Eritrean troops took over the island 
of Greater Hanish, claimed by both countries. 

But on May 21, 1996, they signed a French- 
brokered accord to seek international arbitra- 
tion over the Hanish archipelago, whose sover- 
eignty had not been established 
The tribunal was established by mutual 
agreement after the accord was signed 
The islands are located in the Red Sea close 
to the Gulf of Aden, and control access to tbe 
Bab A1 Man dab Strait. 

Sanaa claimed to have inherited the archipel- 
ago from the Ottoman Empire, while Asmara 
said that its sovereignty of the islands had been 
established “under the Italian, British and 
Ethiopian occupations” of Eritrea. 


Islamists hold more protests 
against Taslima Nasrin 


DHAKA (AP) — Nearly 
1.000 Islamists took to the 
streets after Friday prayers 
demanding death to contro- 
versial author Taslima 
Nasrin. 

The protest was intended 
to keep up the pressure on 
the authorities to find and 
arrest Nasrin on blasphemy 
charges. 

Conservative Islamic 
groups began the campaign 
after the essayist and poet 
ended a four-year voluntary 
exile to care for her ailing 
mother. 

“Hang the enemy of Islam 
to death,” chanted the pro- 
testers as they emerged from 
Dhaka's main Baitul 
Mukurram Mosque wearing 
white prayer caps. 

They belonged to Islami 


Oikya Jote, an alliance of 
several conservative Islamic 
groups, which has offered 
2,000 takas ($5,000) to any- 
one who kills 36-year-old 
Nasrin. 

. Nasrin was targeted after a 
newspaper quoted her as 
saying in 1994 that the 
Koran, the Islamic holy 
book, should be rewritten. 

Sbe later said she was mis- 
quoted, but openly called for 
changes in strict Islamic 
laws to give more rights to 
women. 

Nasrin has been in hiding 
since returning in September 
from Europe and America. 

She is on bail from charges 
brought by the state, but she 
is wanted in a civil suit chat 
accuses her of offending 
sentiments of Muslims in 


her book, “Nirbachito 
Column” or Selected 
Columns, a compilation of 
her newspaper writings. 

“I fear I’ll be killed by the 
extremists if I appear in pub- 
lic” she told the Associated 
Press in a telephone inter- 
view on Thursday from her 
hide-out 

Bangladesh Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina has 
said the author should sur- 
render to court and answer 
the charges. Nasrin said she 
was exploring the possibility 
of her attorneys representing 
her during court hearings. 

“I'm definitely going to 
stay here until ray mother 
dies,” she said in the tele- 
phone interview. 


Taleban say all is 
calm on Iran front 


KABUL (R) — Afgh anistan ’s Taleban 
Islamist movement said that the coun- 
try's western border with Iran was 
peaceful on Friday, a day after Iran 
reported bloody dashes there, but 
warned that it might not remain so. 

“The border is calm today,” Taleban 
spokesman Abdul Hai Mutmaen .told 
Reuters. 

Iran said on Thursday that it had 
repelled a Taleban attack on its border. 

“A cross-border attack by the 
Taleban militia constituting a flagrant 
aggression and provocation was 
repelled and mili tary operation was 
baited,” Iran said in a letter to the 
United Nations, saying its response 
was “limited and proportionate.” 

The Taleban denied they bad 
launched any attacks, and counter- 
accused that Iran had shelled Afghan 
positions. The Taleban had shown 
restraint in not responding, they said. 

“The Taleban have not fired back at 
Iranian artillery which has been firing 
at Afghan territory for the last three 
days.” a Taleban spokesman said. 

Mutmaen said they might not show 
such restraint for much longer. “If we 
have more repeats of Iran’s attacks, 
then our patience will run out” 

U.N. special envoy on Afghanistan 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi arrived in Islamabad 
from Tehran on Thursday night for 
rallcs with P akistani government offi- 
cials and Taleban representatives as 
part of his efforts to defuse the border 
crisis. 


“Our message is quite clear that we 
are following restraint and that will be 
our message to Ibrahimi,” Taleban 
spokesman Abdul Hai Mutmaen told 
Reuters. 

Ibrahimi said he would not visit the 
Taleban in Afghanistan until the 
United Nations had received satisfac- 
tory assurances of security from tbe 
Taleban. A UN. military observer was 
shot and fatally wounded in Kabul in 
August 

Mutmaen said there was no security 
hindrance for Ibrahimi ’s visit, for 
which he has been invited to the 
Taleban headquarters in the southern 
city of Kandahar. 

Ibrahimi 's visit to Kandahar “is an 
important issue and there is no securi- 
ty problem at all for his visit” 
Mutmaen said. 

Ibrahimi, a former Algerian foreign 
minister, is visiting the region amid 
mounting tension between Tehran and 
the Taleban movement that controls 
more than 95 per cent of Afghanistan. 

Iran has deployed some 200,000 
troops along the Afghan border. 
Tehran is demanding that the Taleban 
hand over for trial those responsible 
for the killings of eight Iranian diplo- 
mats and a reporter in the northern 
Afghan town of Mazar-e-Sharif when 
the Taleban captured it from opposi- 
tion forces in August 

Iran also wants a Taleban apology 
for the killin gs and immediate release 
of more than 40 Iranian prisoners. The 


Taleban say the Iranians were killed by 
renegade mili tiamen acting without 
orders and have promised they will be 
punished. 

“Our demand in the tal k s with 
Ibrahimi would be immediate solution 
to the growing problem with Iran, 
Mutmaen said. 

“Whoever has said to Ibrahimi that it 
is not safe [for him to travel to 
Afghanistan], has told him a lie” He 
said: “Our main topic of talks will be 
that how the U.N. can stop Iranian and 
Russian interference. That is the solu- 
tion and tbe diagnosis of the disease if 
it wants to solve the crisis." Ibrahimi 
said on Thursday night he was still 
optimistic about his efforts to ease ten- 
sion between Iran and Taleban despite 
the reports of border clashes. 

“I hope that it (the report] is exag- 
gerated by the press... and that it will 
be contained... I am still optimistic, 
he told reporters on Thursday night on 
his arrival in Islamabad from Tehran. 

He said he had held “very, very good 
discussions” in Tehran. “We have gone 
into all the details of the situation,” be 
said, declining to give details. “But I 
can tell you that I have come here rea- 
sonably op timi stic.” He said the stand- 
off was serious, “but there is also a 
very good chance to make progress 
and move away from tbe dangers of 
this situation towards a better, satisfac- 
tory resolution of the problems... .” 


Kharrazi arrives in Turkey 
to mediate Syrian crisis 


ANKARA (AP) — Iran's for- 
eign minister held talks with 
Turkish officials in Ankara 
Friday in a bid to dtiuse a 
mounting crisis between 
Tinkey and Syria over 
Kurdish rebels. 

Turkey issued an ultimatum 
to Syria this week, demand- 
ing that Damascus expel 
Turkish Kurdish rebels- from 
its territory or “face the conse- 
quences.” Turkish reports 
suggested air strikes on sus- 
pected rebel bases in tbe 
Syrian controlled-Bekaa 
Valley of Lebanon were pos- 
sible. 

Syria denies die .accusa- 
tions. Turkey's warlike 
rhetoric has raised fears of a 
regional conflict. 

Later on Friday, Turkey's 
chief of general staff, presi- 
dent, prime minister and for- 


eign minister were scheduled 
to meet on the crisis. 

Iran's Kama] Kharrazi held 
talks with his Turkish coun- 
terpart • Ismail Cem and 
President Suleyman Demirel. 

“If everything goes right, 
there may soon be a peaceful 
settlement of the situation,” 
Kharrazi cold reporters after 
having a lunch with -Gem; 
‘But it is early tp speculate, on 
that.” On Thursday, fcharrazi 
discussed the problem with 
Syrian President Hafez Assad 
in Damascus. 

Private NTV Television said 
on Friday that Kharrazi could 
be bringing a message from 
Assad. 

Kharra zi said in Ankara that 
“the important thing is to 
search for a peaceful solution 
to the crisis. It is tbe wish of 
all Muslim countries.” Iran 


entered mediation efforts in 
its role as the head of die 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference, a 55-member 
group that includes Syria and 
Turkey. Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak also shuttled 
between the two countries 
earlier this week. 

But Turkey has accused Iran 
of- also turning a bHnd eye -to 
the Kurdish, rebel ppepenpe: on 
its territory along the Turkish 
border. 

“The rebels enter Iranian 
territory from northern Iraq 
and stage cross-border attacks 
from there,” Deputy Premier 
Bulent Ecevit told reporters 
on Thursday. 

Cem thanked Iran for its 
“brotherly efforts.” Turkish 
authorities have made clear 
their preference for a diplo- 
matic solution, but Premier 


Mesut Y ilmaz said ending the 
tension was up to Syria. 

Relations between Syria 
and Turkey have always been 
troublesome. Syria is con- 
cerned by Ankara's plans to 
build dams on the Euphrates 
River — a mam source of 
water for Syria. The recent 
boost in Israsli-Turidsh mili- 
tary and diplomatic -relations 
has also aqgered Dspnaftaft. 
and several Arab countries. 

The Thridsh-Kurdish war 
has claimed some 37,000 
lives since 1984. 

Ankara has asked Syria to 
extradite rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan, who resides 
in Damascus according to 
Ttirkish intelligence reports. 
Turkey also wants Syria to put 
an end to its support to the 
rebels, who are fighting for 
autonomy within Turkey. 


Arafat 
wraps up 
Russian 
visit 


Peres sees agreement with 
Palestinians next week 


NEW YORK i AFP) — Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres predicted Thursday 
that an interim agreement between Israel and 
Palestinians would be reached next week at a 
U.S. -broke red summit 
“I’m so sure an agreement will be reached,” 
Peres said, referring to next Thursday’s 
planned meeting between Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, Palestinian 
National Authority chief Yasser Arafat and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

“I'm glad it’s happening,” said Peres, who 
was instrumental in hammering out the Oslo 
interim accords which brought about the 
original, but now stalled, negotiations 
between the two sides. 

He lamented the fact, though, that the 
agreement was supposed to have been 
reached 18 months ago before talks broke 
down. 

T can't see any real advantage" in having 
stalled the talks, he told a conference organ- 
ised here by Tel Aviv University on “Peace-, 
Tolerance and Understanding.” 

Hoping to restart the peace talks which 
have been deadlocked for 19 months, 
Washington arranged the three-way summit 
in the state of Maryland in tbe hope of reach- 
ing a new interim peace deal. 

The United States also hopes to posh the 


Israelis and the Palestinians into talks on a 
final peace accord. 

Yet, Peres, noting that the Oslo accords 
have a May 4. 1999 expiration date, showed 
only guarded optimism about reaching a final 
peace agreement 

“I think there is a long way with difficult 
choices," Peres said of reaching a settlement 

He added he believed there was a need to 
create a Palestinian state for security reasons 
and “keep Israel Jewish.” 

“If they don't have 100 per cent freedom 
we don’t have a 100 per cent security,” Peres 
said. 

In his remarks to the conference, Peres also 
stressed a need to embrace the Muslim World 
while tackling with “extremism and funda- 
mentalism.” 

“We need to extinguish the flames” that 
could ignite conflict, be said, adding that 
there are a lot of “poor, bitter, extreme and 
armed" people in the world. 

The U.S. package deal at the centre of next 
week’s talks calls for further Israeli with- 
drawal from 13 per cent of the West Bank in 
exchange for tougher Palestinian action 
against Islamists. 

The summit was announced Wednesday by 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
after talks with Arafat and Netanyahu. 


SLA officer escapes 
Hizbollah bomb attack 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — A 
top security officer in Israel’s 
proxy militia, the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), 
escaped unhurt on Friday 
when Hizbollah guerrillas 
detonated a bomb as his car 
passed by, security sources 
said. 

Akram Hasson Wahb was 
heading for foe crossing point 
at Zenxraya. which -links the 
eastern part of the "security 
zone" occupied by Israel in 
southern Lebanon with the 


rest of the country, when the 
attack occurred, they said. 

Wahb, a resident of the 
Druze village of Hasbaya, 
had a “miraculous escape," a 
security source said. 

The SLA shelled valleys 
around foe area following foe 
attack, police said, but no 
casualties were reported. 

The Islamic Resistance, foe 
armed wing of the Hizbollah 
movement, claimed responsi- 
bility for tbe bombing in a 
statement released in Beirut 


and said Wahb had been 
injured. 

A number of members of 
tbe SLA from Lebanon’s 
Druze community had defect- 
ed over foe past few months- 
and begun cooperating with 
Lebanon’s security services. 

Hizbollah is waging an 
armed rampaig n against 
Israeli troops and the SLA in 
the buffer zone set up by 
Israel to prevent attacks on its 
northern border. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, who has 
called on Russia to play a larger 
role in Middle East peacemak- 
ing, held talks with parliament 
leaders on Friday, wrapping up a 
two-day visit. 

Communist Party chief 
Gennady Zyuganov, who was 
among those who met with 
Arafat, said their talks were 
“interesting and mutually bene- 
ficial." “We discussed aD prob- 
lems — Russian and Mideast — 
over a cup of tea," Zyuganov 
said ar a news conference. 

Arafat met with President 
Boris Yeltsin and Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov on Thursday 
and invited Russia to Middle 
East peace talks in Was hingto n 
next week as a co-sponsor of the 
Mideast peace process. 

Yeltsin said his government 
might be interested in participat- 
ing in the talks, scheduled to 
open outside Washington on 
Oct 15. But be said Russia first 
wares to know the views of 
Israel and the United Slates on 
foe plan. 

Russia is officially a co-spon- 
sor of tbe peace process 
launched by a conference in 
Madrid, Spain, in 1991. But foe 
United States has played a far 
greater role. 

Arafat arrived in Moscow fol- 
lowing talks in foe Gaza Strip on 
TOxfaesday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright that raised 
hopes that foe stalled peace 
process could move ahead. 

Arafat was headed to Finland 
from Russia. 



Churchill’s letters to 
wife go on. display 

LONDON (AP) — A 
selection of letters span- 
ning the 56-year marriage 
of Winston and Clementine 
Churchill went on display 
Friday, offering a window 
on a relationship that bol- 
stered the late British 
leader during the burden 
and stresses of wan Fifteen 
of the thousands of letters 
tbe couple wrote -to each 
other from their marriage 
in 1908 until Churchill's 
death in 1965 will be on 
display at the Cabinet War 
Rooms in London until 
February. “There is what 
you would expect from 
Churchill, telling 

Clementine about political 
affairs of state,” said Phil 
Reed, the War Room's 





( 



curator. 


McCartney’s death 
doubles cancer 
charity calls 


LONDON (AP) — Linda 
McCartney’s death from 
breast cancer earlier this 
year had a “staggering” 
impact on women living in 
fear of tbe disease, a lead- 
ing cancer charity says in 
this week's British Medical 
Journal. During the week 
after the wife of former 
Beatle Paul McCartney 
died, the number -of daily 
calls to Cancer BACUP 
doubled, said foe charity's 
chief executive, Jean* 
Mossman. Calls relating to 
breast cancer in particular 
went up 64 per cent, she 
said. 'This surge in 
demand shows just how 
powerful an effect a 
celebrity’s death can have 
on foe public ” 
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Restaurant attacked 
for using naked 
models^ 

BONN (R) — A German 
restaurant has been 
attacked as “tasteless” for 
serving sushi on naked 
models lying on top of 
tables. Brigitte Vollmer- 
Schubert, ombudsman for 
women's issues in the cen- 
tral city of Hanover, said 
she was appalled that the 
restaurant used naked 
women as huge “plattere" 
for the Japanese dish, 
dubbed “sushi ala Jungfrau 
[virgin]." But foe restaurant 
owner was quoted by Bild 
newspaper as saying the 
dish had been a huge hit 
and the evening-long meal, 
costing up to $250 per per- 
son, was booked out for 
weeks in advance. 

Baseball fan drowns 
amid celebrations 


fatal 
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TOKYO (R) — A jubilant £ f 
Japanese baseball fan 
drowned when he jumped > 
off a bridge into a river in . ; :/ 
celebration of his. team's ^ 
first Central League title in . J - 
38 years. The unidentified . 
man in his 30s jumped into 
the Aratama River near V ~v 
Yokohama Stadium, fol- 
lowing the Yokohama 'c.-. 
BayS tars 4-3 victory over 
Osaka team Hanshin Tigers 
to take the pennant. Several * ^ 
other fans took the plunge 
with him Fire department 
rescuers managed to pull '■ 
the man from foe river hut 
he died in hospital a short 
time later. There were no Sm- 
other casualties, foe r 
Yokohama Fite ^ : - 

Departmem said r, 

• i% 







Teacher fired for ~ .*:£'■** 
handing out •’ ~t 

‘sex-dollars’ ' 


CHARLOTTE (R) —A sub- $r.::nS 

stitute teacher was fired for .T.*''""-*** 

handing out bogus “sex-dol- ? ?1 . . - 

lari’ Mis parodying U.S. 

President Bill Clinton’s affair ^ % c , > • • r_;j. ^ 
with White House .intern "iv- ^ 

Monica Lewinsky, school N, ^ Sop . 

officials said Tbe bills wete 

distributed by the teacher as \ ^vr- \',y 

"prizes” to students at the 

John Chavis Middle School 

in Gaston County, North 

Carolina, said school spokef V vAifl 

woman Bonnie Reidy. This ^ ' ^ T-- ? ^ ^ 

was unacceptable behaviour l V 1 '- *:f a V, w 

and the substitute teacher has iKj (i* , ** 

been dismissed” : Ov7 ^ 

: - : v ’•nan- 



